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PREFACE. 



THE following pages contain the 
refult of that intelligence which I 
coUedted, and thofe obfervations which 
occurred^ during my travels through the 
Northern kingdoms of Europe; and it 
is neceflary to apprize the reader upon 
what foundation the principal fads are 
fupported. 

In regard to Poland, I was honoured 
with information from perfons of the high- 
eft rank and authority; and fortunately 
obtained pofleffion of fome original letters 
written from Warfaw, before and during 
the Partition, which have enabled me to 
throw a cpnfiderable light over that inte- 
refting period. I prefume, therefore, that 
the account of Poland comprehends many 
particulars, which have not beea hitherto 
prefcntcd to the public. 

With 
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X PREJFACE* 

With refpedt to Ruffia, as the Emprefs 
herfelf deigned to anfwer fome queries 
relative to the ftate of the public prifons * ^ 
this gracious condefcenfion in {o great a 
fovereign could not but facilitate my fur- 
ther inquiries. 

To this I muft add, that the late cele- 
brated hiftorian-j-, Mr. Muller, favoured 
me with various communications on fome 
of the moft important and intricate parts 
of the Ruffian annals ; an4 pointed out to 
me the moft approved writers on this em- 
pire. - * 

The nature of the Swedifh government 
rendered the fources of informtation eafy of 
accefs ; and, fmce my return to England, 
feveral Swedifh gentlemen, well vcrfed ih 
l^e conftitution of their country,' have fup^ 
plied much additional intelligence. 

As the materials which I acquired In 
Denmark were lefs extenfive than thofe 

♦ See Vol. III. p. 124. 

+ Mr. Muller died in the latter end of 1783. The 
Emprefs, who, in confideration of his great merit, had 
honoured him with the order of St. VIodimir, has, in 
wfpcft to his memory, ennobled his family. 

coUedted 
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colleded in the other parts, the acc6utit 
of that kingdom is confined to thofe cir- 
cmnftances which I was able to afcertain^; 
it having been ifty invariable refolutioh' 
never to adopt uncertain accounts, but tb 
adhere folely to thofe fa<9:s which appeared 
to me to be derived ffom the moft uncjuef- 
tionable authorities* \ •■\ 

In the hiftorical relations^ I have haa 
recourfe to many Englifli and foreign au- 
thors, and particularly to feveral German 
writers of unimpeached veracity, who were 
refident for a confiderable time in fome 
of the Northern kingdoms, and from whom 
I have drawn many anecdotes not known 
to the Englifli reader. 

Thoughout this work, I have fcrupu- 
loufly cited the authors whom I have con- 
fultcd; and have iiibjoined in the Appendix 
to the fecond volume a lift of the prin- 
cipal books employed on this occafion, 
with an explanation of the referrences by 
which they are diftingulfhed. 

I cannot clofe this preface without 
expreffing my obligations to Mr. Wraxall, 

8 Mr. 
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Mr. Pennant, and Dr. Pultcncy, for their 
refpe€tive afiiftance, acknowledged in the 
courfe of the work. Colonel Floyd alfo 
claims my iincereft thanks for communis 
eating his accurate Journal of our Tour; 
to whofe obfervations and defcriptions, be- 
fide the extradts in the following pages, I 
gratefully confefs myfelf indebted for many 
uiterefting particulars. 
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HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT of POLAND- 

book: I. 

C H A P. t 

^ejearches into the origin and progrefs of the 
Polifh government. — An inquiry into the 
caufes ^f the gradual diminution of royal 
prerogative y and ejiablijhment of a monarchy 
wholly eleSlive. — Licentious power and con^ 
duSl of the nobles. "^B ad effects of arijiocra^ 
tical authority. 

IT is a matter of extreme difficulty to 
inveftigate in any country the origin and 
progrefs of its conftitution ^ as well becaufe 
the beginning of all hiftories is involved in 
obfcurity and fable ; as becaufe that body of 
laws and ufages, which forms the effence of 
Vol. L B every 
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cvciy government, is not created at once, ia 
any particular period, or by a fingle event, 
but generally refults from a feries of circum- 
ftances, many of them fcarce feparately dif- 
cernible. In Poland, however, the political 
obferver has this Angular advantage, that a 
fucceflion of accurate hiftorians * (fome of 
whom flourifhed foon after the aera when the 
moft important branches of the Polifh confti- 
tution were afcertained) have developed with 
uncommon precifion and care the various oc- 
currences and inftitutions, from which the 
extraordinary form of government, at prefent 
fubfifting in that kingdom, was gradually de- 
rived. By means of their authentic narra- 
tives we are enabled to trace, in what manner, 
and from what concurrence of circumftances, 
a monarchy nearly abfolute, funk in the courfe 
of a few centuries, without any depofition of 
the prince or violent convulfion, into a ftate 
of almoft total ariftocracy. 

A brief inquiry into the principal incidents 
virhich produced this remarkable conftitution, 
accompanied by fuch political reflexionis as the 

* Dlugoffius, the father of Polifb hiftory, was born m 
1415, only 45 years after the demifc of Cafimir the Great, 
fronr whofe reign Poland dates her written laws. He be- 
gins his hiftory from the earlieft period of th^ Poliflx annals, 
and carries it down to the year X4So» 

pT^refs 
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' progrefs of the detail fuggefts, will not, I 
flatter myfelf, prove uninterefting j and will 
properly introduce a view of Poland in its pre-* 
fent ftate. 

' The fovereigns of Poland are.ufually ranged 
into four clafles, 

L Of the houfe of Lefko, 
11: Of Piaft. 
IIL Of Jaghellon. 
I V* Of different families* 
Thefe clafTes divide the hiftory of Poland 
into four correfponding periods. 

I. As the firft * period is generally allowed 
to be entirely fabulous, the beft Polifli hifto- 
rians ufuially commence their narratives at the 
fecond aera. 

♦ Quae de Lecho ejufqi^e fucceflcrlbus ad Piaftum ufque 
et ultra mcmorantur, funt obfcura, fabulofa, et falfa, quare 
filentio tranfinittimur, ne variis narrationibus immoremur ; 
are the words of Lengnich, Hift. Polon. p.. 2. The fabu- 
lous ftory of Lefko is as follows: Upon the death of 
Lefko I. duke of Poland, a race was appointed on horfe- 
back, and the viftor was to be nominated fovereign^ 
Lefeec, one of the candidates, in order to feeure the 
viftory, ftrewed part of the courfe with nails, leaving a 
clear paflage for his own horfe. This ftratagem was dif- 
covered by anodier of the candidates, and made l^nown to 
the people; the latter rofe, maflacred Lefzec, and pro* 
claimed the other duke, who aflurned the name of Lefko U. 
The aera in which this Lefko reigned is fo uncertain, that 
fome hiflorians refer it to the 6thj others to the 7th, and 
even to the 8th century. « 

B % \\. The 
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11. The earlieft part even of this fecond 
epoch has an air of romance ; and the account 
of Piaft, who gave his name to a line of 
kings, and fromv^hom all the natives of Poland 
who have afcended the throne are to this day 
called Piaft, is little elfe than a feries of fic- 
tions. By fome, he is faid to have been a 
wheelwright, by others, a common peafant, 
and by all, to have gained the crown through 
the vifible interpofition of two angels. Nor 
indeed can we expedt any faithful accounts of 
a people buried in barbarifm, wholly without 
letters, and immerfed in Pagan fuperftition* 
We cannot therefore date the authenticity of 
the Polifli annals earlier than the acceflion 
of Miciflaus II. the fourth fovereign of the 
line of Piaft, A. D. 964. From his reign 
Poland began to be connefted with Germany ; 
the hiftorians of which country, as well as 
thofe of Sweden and Denmark, throw a confi- 
derable light upon Poliih affairs prior to the 
exiftence of native hiftorians. 

Some writers have obferved, that during the 
whole of the fecond period the monarchy was 
always ele(3:ive, and the fovereign limited in 
his power ; others, on the contrary, have af- 
firmed, that the crov^n was hereditary, and its 
authority abfolute. But this controveriy may 
be eafily reconciled ; the crowii feemed here- 
ditary 
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ditary from its continuance in the fame fa- 
mily, and had at the fame time an eled:ive ap- 
pearance, becaufe, upon the death of the king, 
his fucceflbr was formally * nominated and 
recognized in an aflembly of the nobility and 
clergy of the realm. With relpedt to the 
extent of the king's authority, his power, as 
in the generality of feudal governments when 
cxercifed by an able and enterprifing prince, 
triumphed over all controul ; but, in the 
hands of an incapable fovereign, was eafily 
depreiTed by the privileges of a licentious and 
warlike nobility. 

•Towards the clofe of this fecond period, 
1 347, Cafimir the Great retrenched the turbu- 
lent and oppreflive authority of the principal 
barons ; and granted certain immunities to the 
nobles and gentry. This great monarch was 
aware, that no other expedient could intro- 
duce order into this kingdom, than a limita- 
tion of the vaft influence pofleffed by the 
•f- Palatines or principal nobility : if he had 

*' Memorati ergo principes, non per ejufmodi eleftionem, 
qualis hodie celebratur, ad regnum pervenerunt, fed eleftio 
quam pailm nominant fcriptores, revera erat declaratio 
procejTum & nobilium, quae praecedebat, antequam regimen 
novi principes ingrederentur, Lengnich^ Jus Publicum 
Regni Polonise, v. I. p. 58. 

t Palatinorum et judicum infinita potefta§ cocrcita eft, 
&c, S^nicius/p. 1 141. 

B 3 been 
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been fucceeded by a line of hereditary mo-* 
narchs, it is probable that the barons would 
liever have recovered their former afcendancy ; 
and that the feudal fyftem v^ould have been, 
gradually annihilated in Pqland^^ as in other 
parts of Europe. 

But his nephew Louis, king of Hungary, 
who fucceeded him, being a foreigner, was 
obliged, in order to infure the pofleffion of 
the throne, to fubfcribe certain conditions, 
which infringed the power of the fovereign, 
and gave frefh vigour to that of the barons 
and inferior nobles. The principal concef- 
iions made by Louis were, not to impofe any 
additional taxes by his mere regal authority 
.without the confent of the nation -, and that 
in cafe of his demife without male heirs, 
the privilege of appointing a fovereign fhould 
revert tothe nobles at large*. In confequenc© 
of this agreement, Louis was allowed to 
afcend the throne without oppofition ; and 
having no fons, he, with a view of infuring 
the fucceffion to his fon-in-law the Emperor 
3igifmond married to his eldeft daughter 
Maria, promifed, in addition to all the for-, 
mer grants, to diminifh the t^xes, to repair 
the fortrefles at his own expence^ apd tp 

• Dlugoffiusjj Lib. IX. p, 1 102, &c, 

Cpnf?r 
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confer no dignities or offices upon foreign- 
ers *. 

IIL The third period begins upon the death 
of Louis, 1382, when the Poles very poli- 
tically fet afide Sigifmond, who would have 
been formidable to their newly-acquired 
immunities ; and eledted for their king La- 
diflaus Jaghellon duke of Lithuania, in con- 
fequence of his fully confirming all the 
ftipulations of Louis, and efpoufing Hed- 
wige, youngeft daughter of the dfeceafed 
monarch. 

As, by the renunciation of Louis, the 
kings of Poland were divefted of the right 
to impofe taxes without confent of the nation; 
Ladiflaus aflembled the nobles ^f* in their re- 
lpe<5tive provinces in order to obtain an 
additional tribute. Thefe provincial aflem- 
blies gave birth to the dietines ; which, how- 
ever, no longer retain the power of raifing 
money in their feveral diftridts, but only ejed 
the nuntios or reprefentatives for the general 
diet. 

Ladifl^s IIL fon of Ladiflaus Jaghellon, 
purchased his nomination to the fucceffion, 
during the life of his father, by a confirmation 

* S«e Lengnich, Pac. Con. Aug. IIL Pref. p. 5. 
t Prdatorum, Baronum et Militarium. Lengnich, Jus 
Pub* vol. II, p. 35. 

B 4 of 
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of all the privileges above enumerated, which 
he folemnly ratified at his acceflion. 

Under Cafxmir III, * brother and fuccefTor 
,tQ Ladiflaus III. feveral further innovations 
were introduced into the original confti^ution, 
all unfavourable to regal prerogative. One of 
the principal changes which took place in this 
reign, arid which laid the foundation of ftill 
more important revolutions in the Polifh go- 
vernment, was the convention of a national 
diet invefted with the fole power of granting 
fupplies. Each Palatinate or province was 
permitted to fend to this general diet, hefide 
the Palatines and other principal barons, a 
certain number of nuntios or reprefentatives^ 
chofen by the nobles and burghers -f. This 
rqign is therefore confidergd by the popular 
party a$ the asra^ at whigh the freedom of 
the confl;ituti9n was permanently eftabliflied, 
Cafiniir was engaged in feveral unfuccefsfuJi 
wars, which exhaufled the royal treafures j 
and as he could not impofe any taxe§ without 
the confent of the nation, he was under the 
neceflity of applying repeatedly to the diet 
for fubfidies,: almofl every fupply was ac- 
pompanied w^ith a lift of grievances, and pro.r. 

* Sometimes called Cafimir IV. 
•t See Chap. YIII. for proof that the burghers w?re per-j 
ipitted to fend reprefentatives. 
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duced a diminution of prerogative^ In Poland^ 
as in all feudal governments, the barons, at 
the head of their vaiTals, are bound to fight in 
defence of the kingdom : before the reign 
of Cafimir III. the king could require fuch 
rnilitary, or, as they vs^ere called, feudal for- 
vices ; but this monarch, in compenfation for 
ibme pecuniary aid, gave up that privilege, 
^nd renounced * the power of fummoning the 
nobles to his ftandardj he likewife agre^ 
not to enadl any laws without the Qoncur^ 
ptnce of the national diet. 

John Albert, fecond fon of Cafimir, being 
eledied in preference to his elder broidba' 
Ladiflaus, king of Hungary and Bohemia, 
affented w^ithout hefitation, as the price ©f 
this partiality, to all the immunities. extorted 
from his predeceflbrs j and fwore to th^f 
obiervance in a general -f diet held at Petri-» 
Jcau, 1469, 

Alexander, brother and fucceflbr of Jofifl 
Albert, declared, in 1505, the foUov^ing lU 
mitations of fovereign authority to be fundt^ 

* Quq4 nullas con|litutipne§ faceret, neque terrigcfla^ 
ad bellum mover! mandaret, abfque conventione cominuiji 
infingulis terris inftituencla. Gonft. Ppl. v. I. p. i85, 

f Preclaroriim Baronum ac nuntiorum de fingulis terr{$ 
]iy: congreflbrum univerfprym coiifilio .ac ypluntate, |^, 
^pnft. Pol, V. I. p. 294, 

I mental 
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mental laws of the kingdom, i • The king 
caijnot impofe taxes, 2. He cannot require 
the feudal fervices ; 3 . nor alienate the royal 
domains ; 4. nor enadt laws ; 5. nor coin 
money; 6. nor alter the procefs in the coujrts 
^f juftice. 

Sigifmond L fucceeded Alexander : one * of 
the Polifli hiilorians, fpeaking of his reign, 
exclaims with much indignation, ** The king 
*' is almoft wholly deilitute of power ; he 
*' cannot procure any fubfidy on the moft 
** preffing emergency, for carrying on war, 
*^ or for the portion of his daughters, with- 
** out increafing the privileges of the nobi* 
^^ lity." Notwithftanding, however, this ex*, 
plamation, we cannot forbear to remark, that 
the power of levying taxes at difcretion is the 
moft dangerous prerogative that can be lodged 
in the hands of a foyereign, and the moft for^ 
midable engine of defpotic authority; the 
acquifition of it by the monarchs of France 
finally fubverted the liberties of that king- 
dom; and it was made the firft objeft of 
refiftance by the aflertors of freedom in our 
own country. If indeed we were inclined to 
point out any particular period, at which ^he 
Poliih conftitution attained its moft perfeft 
ftate, we ftiould perhaps fix on the reign of 

♦ Orichovius^ 

Sigifmond 
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Sigifmond I. when the perfon and property 
of the fubjed: were fecured by ample provU 
fions ; and the crown ftill retained confider'- 
;able' influence. But the time was arrived, 
when an inordinate paflion for liberty led the 
pobles to render the throne wholly eledivei 
and at each eled:ion to continue their en- 
croachments upon the regal authority, imtil 
the king was reduced to a mere pageant. 
The firft: public attempt towards eftablifh- 
ing this favourite obje<5t of the Poles, a free 
dedion of the king, was brought forward 
in the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, fon 
and fucceffor of Sigifmond I. who was con- 
ftrained in 1550 to agree, that no future 
jnonarch (hould fucceed to the throne, unleft 
Jie was freely elefted by the nation. 

The death of Sigifmond Auguftus without 
ifiue gave efficacy to this conceflion, which 
niight otherwife have been counteracted by the 
popularity and influence attendant on a claim- 
ant by hereditary fucceflion. For it may not 
be improper to remark, that, during the Jag- 
hellon line, the fovereigns upon their accef- 
fion, or eleftion, although formally raifed to 
the throne by the confent of tibe nation, ftili 
refted their pretenfions upon hereditary right, 
as well as upon this confent ; always ftyling 
(:hemfelvc$ Jbe^rs of the kingdom of Poland. 

Sigifmond 
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Sigifmond Auguftus, in whom the male line 
of the Jaghellon family became cxtimSt, was 
the laft who bore that title** 

IV. The' fourth period commences from 
the demife of Sigifmond Auguftus, in 1572, 
when all title to the crown from hereditary 
right was formally abrogated, and the moft: 
abfolutd freedom of eleftion eftabliftied upon 
the moft permanent bafis* At this aera, a 
charter of immunities was drawn up at a ge- 
neral dict> a ratification of which it wa& deter-^ 
mined to exadt from the new fovereign, prior 
to his eleftion. The ground-work of this 
charter, termed in the Polifti law Pa^a Con-* 
^tnfa, was the whole body of privileges ob- 
tained from Louis and his fucceflbr^, with the 
following additions : i . That the king ftiould 
be elective, and that his fucceflbr ftiould never 
be appointed during his life; ^. That the 
diets, the holding of which depended folely 
upon the will of the kings, ftioiild be aflem- 
bled every two years ; 3. That every *f* noble 
or gentleman in the whole realm ftiould have 
a vote in the diet of eledtion ; 4. That, in 
cafe the king ftiould infringe the laws and 
privileges of the nation, his fubjedts ftiould 

* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 59, 

I See th? definitipq of a Noble^ Cbap^ VHI, 
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be abfolved from their oaths of allegiance. 
From this period the Pacta Convent ay occa- 
sionally enlarged, have been confirmed ly 
every fovereign at his coronation. 

Henry of Valois, duke of Anjou and bro- 
ther of Charles IX. king of France, was 
the firft fovereign who afcended the throne 
after the conftitution had been thus new- 
modelled. He fecured his eledion, as well 
by private bribes to the nobles, as by a fti- 
pulation to pay an annual penfion to the Re- 
public from the revenues of Frarux. His 
example has beeji neceflarily followed by each 
fucceeding fovereign, who, befide an uncon-* 
ditional ratification of the FaSia Conventa^ 
has been always conftrained to pufchafe th^ 
crown by a public largefs and by private cor^ 
ruption ; circumftanccs which endear to the 
Poles an ele<5tive monarchy. 

Under Stephen Bathori, the regal power 
was flill further abridged by the appointment 
of fixteen refidqnt fenator$, chofen at each 
diet, to attend the king, and to give their 
opinion in all matters of importance, fo that 
he could not iflfue any decree without their 
^confent*. Another fatal blow was alfo given 

♦ This appointment was mad^, in 1573, under Hpnry, 
but did not abfolutely take place till the reign of 3tephe;u 
Lengnich, Jys Pub. \. I. p. 344. IL 4^, 
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to his prerogativfe in 1578, by taking from 
him the fupreme jurifdid:ion, or the power 
of judging in the laft reibrt the caufes of th^ 
nobles, excepting fuch as arife within a fmall 
diflante * of the fovereign's place of refi- 
dence : it was enad:ed, that without the con-» 
currence of the king each* palatinate or pro- 
vince fhould eledt in their dietines their own 
judges, who fhould form fupreme courts of 
juftice> called Tribunalia Regni-f; and that 
in thefe courts the caufes of the nobles fhould 
be decided finally and without appeal ; a 
mode of judicature which prevails to this 
day. 

The turbulent reigri of John Cafimir was 
marked by the iritrodudtion of the Liberum 
Veto J, or the power which each nuntio 
claims and exercifes of interpofing a negative, 
and in confequence of that int'erpofition of 
hreaking up the diet 5 a privilege which 
the fovereign himfelf does not pofTefs, and 

* The courts exercifing juftice in the king*s name 
within the diftridl are called Affeflbria Regni. Until the 
death of John Sobiejfki, the kings judged frequently in 
pcrfon, but this ceafed to be the cuftom from the time of 
. Auguftus IL and the Great Chancellor now exercifes, 
in his Majefty's name, that branch of royal prerogative. 

t Lengiiich, Jus Pub* v. II. p. 536. 

X For aj^ account of the Libcrum Veto, 4cc Chap. VI. 

4. which 
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\rhich has contributed, more than any other 
innovation, to deftroy the true balance of the 
Poliih conftitution. 

But the king was ftill the fountain of ho- 
nour: he conferred the principal dignities^ 
and great offices of the republic; and be- 
llowed the Starofties, or Royal fiefs, which 
are held during the life-time of the pofleflbri* 
Hence he ftill maintained great influence in 
the councils of the nation : but this laft foli- 
tary branch of royal prerogative was vn*cfted 
from his prefent Majefty at the eftabliihment 
of the Permanent Council *. 

Thus it appears, that, from the time of 
Louis to the prefent period, the nobles have 
cpontinued without interruption to diminifli 
the regal authority, and to augment their 
own privileges. Many of the conceffions 
which they obtained from the fovereigns of 
the Jaghellon line, were juft and reafon- 
able, and aimed only at an equitable degree 
of freedom. When, however, an abfolute 
right to difpofe of fo tempting an objeft as 
the crown gave them repeated opportunities 
of prefcribing unconditional terms to every 
candidate for the throne^ th^ were no longer 

♦ A delineation of the Permanent Council, in the woids 
•f the edi<il which eftabliflied it, is given in Chapter Y. 

content 
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Content with that equal diftribution of powefy 
which is the excellence of a limited monar-- 
€:hy ; but afpired to, and nearly attained, aL 
diced: ariftocracy under a regal title and 
form." 

From this general review of the revolutions 
in the conftitution of Poland, we may eafily in- 
£er> that, notwithftanding their fo much boafted 
liberty, the Poles are by no means equally free^ 
Indeed their hiftorians, however they may dif- 
ihv in other points, unanimoufly agree in 
feprobating their aiFedation of liberty, the 
fliadow father than the reality of freedom; 
Which is in fad: merely a turbulent fyftem 
©f Ariftocratic licentioufnefs, where a few 
fiiembers of the community are above thd 
C:ontroul of law, while the majority are ex- 
cluded from its protedtion. We ihould fup- 
|)ofe, that, if in any inftance they were free, 
it would be in the eledion pf a king, one 
6f their moft vaunted privileges ; and yet 
Sarnifki addrefles the Poles with great truth 
iri the following words : ** Turn over your 
*^ annals, and you will fcarcely find afingle 
'^ example of a free eledion *." Another 
i^diih hiftorian of great note, the celebrated 

* Revolvite annales veftros, vix ullum cxemplum liberal 
fk<^ionis inveiiictisi 

StaniflauS 
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Staniflaus Lubienfki bifhop of Plotfko, juftly 
contends that the Poles, free as they pre- 
tend to be, are abfolutely in a ftate of flavery, 
to which they have been reduced by an incon- 
fiderate paffion for liberty^. In a word, it 
is evident beyond the poffibiHty of doubt, 
from the hiftory of this country, that the 
Poles were more free at home, and more in- 
dependent and flouriihing abroad, when the 
fovereign had more authority, when the nobles 
aflifted at the diets without the privilege of 
diflblving them ; and when they fubmitted 
themfelves and their peafants to the }urifdic- 
tion of the king. The proof of this affer-* 
tion is founded on the folio wing fads . 

I . The prefent wretched ftate of the towns 
compared with their former flourifhing con- 
dition, during the reigns of the Jaghellon 
family, when the burghers even poffefled a 
right of fending nuntios to the diets -f*, attefts 
the melancholy effeds of ariftocratical de-* 

♦ £xpendaaius paululum ftatum reipublicae : inconfultus 
libertatis amor dumlidem leges ferunt, qui poenis obnoxii 
funtj et impunitatis defiderio, juris, quo tot faeculis patria 
ftetit, convellunt fundamenta, nos eo redegit ut liberi pejftvw 
cuique ferviamus. Nulla legum reverentia, nulla poteftatis 
Verecundia : tantum quifque audet, quantum habet virium. 
Dudum jam agricolas miferos afpero fervitutis jugo pref- 
fimus, &c. p. 194. 

t See Chap. VIIL 

Vol. !• C fpotifm. 
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Ipotifm* 24 The miferable condition and 
poverty of the pfeafants, the increafe of whofe 
cppreflion has kept equal pace with the in- 
creafe of the power of the nobles ; for when, 
the king loft his weight in the conftitution, 
this moft numerous and ufeful order of fociety 
loft a patron and protedor. 3. A total con- 
fufion introduced into the adminiftration of 
public affairs ; and a ftate of anarchy, which 
prevents deliberation, and delays the adop- 
tion of neccffary meafures even in times of 
the moft preffing emergency. 4* The de- 
clenfion of the importance^ and contraction 
of the territories of the republic. During the 
reigns of the kings of the Jaghellon family, 
before the nobles had acquired a decided pre- 
ponderancy in the ftate, the kingdom of Po- 
land was far more powerful and extenfive 
than it is at prefent : fince the changes in 
the conftitution, and the introduftion of an- 
archy> falfely called liberty, the Poles have 
not only made no conqueft which they have 
not been forced to relinquifh ; but have feen 
even their original territories gradually moul- 
dering away, and at laft confiderably reduced 
by the late partition. A kingdom with more 
than twelve millions of inhabitants, if well 
regulated, would never have fallen £q eafy 4 
prey to the ambition of its neighbours : its 

• internal 
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internal ftrength, afllfted by its natural alli- 
ances, would have 1>een fufficient to have pro- 
traded^ if not prevented, its difmembennent. 
Nor are the fatal effedls of the evils inherent 
in the conftitution yet fully exhaufted: the 
fame incapacity of refifting the encroachments 
of neighbouring powers, which made the 
Poles fo tamely accede to the late divifion, will 
render them equally fubmiffive, whenever any 
future claims (hall be urged by a combina- 
tion of the neighbouring ftates; and com- 
pel them to acquiefce under any preteniions, 
however chimerical, or however unjuft. 

Anarchy, in fhort, and confufion arc not 
only tolerated, but are even fuppofed by the 
nobles, who reap the benefit of thofe evils, 
to be abfolutcly neceflary for the fupport of 
the conftitution ; fo that there is a proverb, 
which implies that Poland fubfifts by anarchy* 
In oppofition to this abfurd idea, an luftorian, 
whom I have before cited, advifes his coun- 
trymen no longer to fuiFer the republic to be 
governed by chance, or to lubmit to the caft 
of the die the adminiftration of affairs, on 
which their very cxiftence as a nation de- 
pends *. 

King 

* Non condemnetis (fa/s SarnUki, in the flriking paf* 
fiigc to which I allude, and of which it was impoflible to 

C 2 preferve 
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King Staniflaus Letzinfki and the Abbe 
Konarfki are the fnoft celebrated of the mo- 
dern Pohfh authors, who have expofed in the 
ftrongeft colours the diforderS of the govern- 
ment, and the exorbitancy of the privikges 
poflelFed by the nobles : but what avail the 
reprefehtkfions of hiftorians againft factions, 
againft a tumultuous nobility, or againft the 
cabals of neighbouring powers ? It is hardly 
poflible to fuppofe that Poland, vVlthout an 
army, without money, without fortrefles, 
• without refoiirces, and without good govern- 
ment the fource of all the other cakitiities, 
ivill ever emerge from her preferit fituatibn. 
Her misfortunes will not Only continue, ^but 
will gradually increafe, notwithftandifig the 
remonftrances of a few real patriots ; until 
by flow progrefs, or fbine Violent revolution* 
Poland either fubfides into an hereditary mo- 
narchy,* or a well-ordered republic ; or, which 
is more probable. Is totally fwallow^ up by 
the neighbouring powers . 

priktve tiie"fpiri^in a tranflation) quseroprudentiflimorum 
virorufh cbhfilia ; rn^c :fiiiatis amplms caju rempublicam 
regiy nee permittatis dubia alea rts^ in quibus vita etmors^ 
(alus^ et interitus, ad limcn fedenc. 
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I 

/ 

EleSfwn g/'Staniflaus Auguftus. — His excellent 
regulations oppofed by the neighbouring pow^ 
ers^ — Hijiory of the Dijftdents— their, privi-^ 
leges abolijhed by the diet of 1766. — Confede^ 
racies in their favour fupported by the Emprefs 
qf'ViuffiSi.^ReJlored to their rights by tife 
diet ofij6i. — Proceedings of that diet. — Rif^ 
of the civil commotions. 

UPON the demife of Auguftus IJ. Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus, fon of Count Ponia^ 
towfki the friend and companion of CJiarles 
XII. >va8 fupported in his pretenfions to the 
(crown by the Emprefs of Ruflia, and the king 
of Prjiffia : their afliflance, joined to that of a 
ftrong party aipong the npbjes who had de- 
clared in his favour, and aided by his great per- 
fonalaccoroplifhments, raifed him to thethronp 
of Poland. Five thoufand Ruflian troops 
ftatione^ at a fmall diflance from the plain of 
Vpla. v^rherein the diet of elediion was alTeiji^ 
bled, fecuf od good order, and over awed the vio- 
lence of the oppofite p^rty. Thjp pr?t,(3:ice of 
cantoi^ng a body of foldiers Aear tjie plain 
where the Polifh kiijgs ;ai:e .ekM^ has been 

C 3 adopted 
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adopted by different foreign powers for near a 
century : a mode of proceeding, which, how- 
ever galling it may appear to the licentious 
nobility, prevents the effufion of blood that 
formerly deluged thefe popular affemblies. 

Staniflaus was in the 3 2d year of his age 
when he afcended the throne in 1764, and 
feemed calculated by his virtues and abilities 
to raife Poland from its deplorable ftate 5 if 
the defers of the conftitution had not fettered 
his exertions for the public good. The fair- 
eft hopes were conceived of his future reign ; 
but thefe flattering prefages, at firft realized, 
were foon difappointed by the factions of a 
turbulent people, forriented by the intrigues 
of the neighbouring powers : thus the reign 
of the moft amiable among the Polifh fove- 
reigns was doomed to experience the dreadful 
cfFedts of that exceffive liberty, which is in- 
confiftent with the exiftence of government. 
The firft a6ts of his Majefty's reign were 
highly adapted to introduce order and regu- 
larity into the interior adminiftration, and to 
refcue his country from her dependence upon 
foreign powers. The tendency of thefe ex- 
cellent regulations to increafe the power and 
confequence of Poland gave umbrage to the 
adjacent ftates ; and were likewife vigoroufly 
oppofed by a ftrong party within the king- 
dom: 
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dom: at this crifis too, religious diiputes 
blending themfelves with political cabals, 
the flame of civil difcord burft forth with a 
violence which had not hitherto raged even 
in Poland. 

The body of Polifh religionifts, termed 
Diflidents, make a principal figure in the 
fubfequent commotions ; their concerns being 
the real or pretended objeft of attention in 
every material tranfaftion. The hiftory of 
this party is thus Iketched by the Polifh hif- 
torians. 

The reformation made its way into Poland 
under Sigiiinpnd L who perfecijted its follow- 
ers : their number however gaining ground, 
his fon Sigifmond Auguftus * not only indul- 
ged them in the moft liberal e^ercife of their 
worihip; but admitted them together with 
the Greeks, and all other fbfts then fubfift.- 
ing in Poland, to a feat in the diet, and to all 
the honours and privileges before exclufivc- 
ly confined to the catholics, Thefe maxims 
of unlimited toleration were fo generally 
adopted by the nation at large, that the mem- 

♦ Sigifmond Auguftus gave fuch evident marks of fa- 
your to the proteftant confeffion, that he was even fuf- 
peded of being inclined to change his religion, " ut etiam 
*' dc ipfo rumor eflet ac fi avita facra renuntiare veJlct/' 
Lcngnich, Jus Publ. 11. p. 554. 

C 4 bera 
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bers of the diet, which aflembled upon the de-r 
ceafe of Sigifmond Auguftus, being of differ- 
ent perfuafions, determined on a reciprocal 
indulgence of their refpedtiye tenets. In 
order to avoid any hateful diftindions, they 
called themfelves indifcriminately " diflldents 
** in religion *," a phrafe intimating, not, 
according to our notions, feparatifts from an 
cftablilhed church, but fimply perfons hold- 
ing a diverfity of opinions in religious matters, 

It 



* This remarkable decree is as fqllows : " Et quoniam, 
^^ aiunt ordines, in npftra Republ. non parum eft dilfidium 
f* in cauia Religionis Chriftianae, occurrendo nc ex hac 
" caula inter homines damnofa quaedam feditio oriatur, uti 
*' in aliis Regnis dare videmus, fpondemus hoc nobis in- 
** vicem, pro nobis & fucceflbribus noftris in perpetuum, 
^ fob vinctdo jin^amenti, fide, honore & confcientiis nof- 
^* tris, quod, qui fmnus dijjidentes de religione^ paceni inter 
^ nos confervare, & propter diverfamfidem, & mi^tationes 
** in ecclefiis, fanguinem non eflFundere, neque multare 
** pccunia, infamia, carceribus & exilio, & foperioritati 
^* aiicui aut officio ad ejufmodi procefTum nuljo modq 
♦' auxiliUm dare : quin imo, fi quis fanguinem cfFundeie 
** voluerit, ex ifla caufia opponcrc nos qmnes ertmus ob- 
*^ ftridi, licet etiam id alioquin fob praetextu decreti, aut 
" alicujus proceffus judiciarii facere veluerit a Pafta Con^ 
*^ venta Augufti III.' • p. 20. 

We need not be forprized at this general fenfe of the 
diet, fo contrary to the general principles of the catholics, 
when we confider that the catholic nuncios were inferior 

in number to thofe of the other perfuafions, fo that the 

former 
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It was at the fame time enadted, that this 
difference of religious fentiments fhould create 
no difference in civil rights } and accordingly 
in the PaSfa Convent a formed by the diet, 
the folldwing claufe was inferted as part of 
the coronation oath to be tendered to the 
m^U fovereign. " I will keep peace among 
►'' the diflidents *.^ This claufe Henry of 
Anjou took an oath to obferve, before he was 
permitted to ascend the throne* 

In procefs of time, however, the Roman 
catholics, having, under the proteftion and 
influence of fucceffive fovereigns, acquired a 
confiderable afcendency, ventured to appro- 
priate the expreffion of diflidents to all thofe 

former were weli fatisfied to obtain an equality with die 
others. The proteftant party in the nation wa$ at this 
period fo ftrong, that it was even t^ken into confideratien 
to eleft for their king a Polifli nobleman, who had em- 
braced the reformed religion. " Cum in fenatu fi non 
** majorem, parem tamen catholicis partem eificerent, inter 
*' equites autem praevalerent." Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. II. 
p. 555- See alfp Lind's Letters on the State of Poland, 

* " Pacem inter diflWentes fervabo." Henry, who 
pbje<2ed to this univerfal toleration, tried to withhold 
his confentj i^n which one of the Polife envoys cried 
put^ " Unlcfs j;our Majefty confirms this article, you 
^* cannot be king of Poland," nifi earn coinditionem, 
^pprdiavcris, Rtx Pplwuae non eris, Pac. Con. Aog. III. 

who 
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who diflented from, the catholic religion. 
This reftriftion of the original meaning of 
the title was attended at firft with no in- 
croachments on the privileges of the other 
feds ; and the term diffidents, though now 
conve)dng the idea of a feparation from the 
eftabliflied worfhip, was not yet regarded in 
an obnoxious light. The diflidents indeed 
ftill continued in fuch unqueftioned pofleffion 
of all rights civil and religious, that, when 
it was agreed by both catholics and protef- 
tants to perfecute the arians, it was thought 
previoufly neceffary to expel them from the 
body of diflidents. In confequence of this 
cxclufion, the arians, in the reign of John 
Cafimir, were firft rendered incapable of be- 
ing eledled nuntios, ^terwards deprived of 
their places of worfhip, and finally banifhcd 
from Poland *• 

This 



* The following quotations from Lengnich prove the 
truth of thefe fads : 

*' Credebant ariani fe ad diflidentes pertinere, verum 
•* neque diiCdentes illos in corum numero efle voluerunt. 

*' Poft mortem Uladiflai IV. catholici declarabant, non 
•* efle diflidentes nifi qui triunum Deum colerent. 

•* In comitiis 1658, rex nuntium, quia k£bd arianorum 
•' erat, ad manus ofculum admittere nolebat ; ct nuntit 
*' inter fc conftituebant, nc ipfonim conclavi arianis locus 
« eflet.^* Jus Pub. II. 567 & feq. 

For 
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This perfecution of the arians, inadvertently 
aflented to by the proteftants and Greeks^ 
was only a prelude to that which th^ in their 
turn fuffered from the catholics : for, as the 
catholic party became the mofl powerful, 
the term diffidents, now confined only to 
perfons profeffing the proteftant * and Greek 
religions, began to grow of a lefs inofFenfive 
import, and to convey an idea of non-con- 
formity. The fediaries diftinguiihcd by that ^ 
appellation, perceiving the intention of the 
catholics to undermine their privileges, fti- 
pulated and obtained, that they fhould not be 
blended with the arians, or fall under the 
penal laws enadted againft that fed. But 
thefe promifes were infenfibly eluded, their 
privileges were gradually diminifhed; in the 
courfe of a few years they were fubjcfted to 
a variety of difqualifications, and at length, 
in 1733, formally incapacitated from fitting 

For the extirpation of the arian feft, John Cafimir was 
dignified by the pope with the title of orthodox, as if 
orthodoxy confifted in perfecution. 

Tantsense animis cseleftibus irae ! 

♦ Namely, the Lutherans and Calviniftsj all other 
proteftant fe£b, the Memnonites, anabaptifts, and quakers, 
being not included among the diflidents : and the perfc- 
cuting laws enafled againft the arians are in full force 
againft them. Pac. Con. Aug. Ill, p, 28^ 29. 

in 
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in thfe diet*. An old Uw of J^adiflaus IL 
againft heretics, as well as the penalties 
levelled againft the arians, were revived, 
and occafionally put in force againft the 
diffidents, 

Thefe continual perfecutions greatly dimi- 
nifhed their number, and confequently ren- 
dered their remonft ranees ineffedu^l. The 
catholics, who now took the kad in the diet, 
even declared it high treaibn in the diffidentg 
to feek the reftoration of their immunities by 
the intercefliop of foreign powers ; although 
many of thefe foreign powers were guarantees 
to the treaty of Oliva, in which it was ftipu^ 
lated, that the rights of the diffidrntsi ihould 
be maintained in their full latitude •f. 

Such was the fituation .of the diffidents at 
the acceflion of his prefent majefty; who, 
though himfeif ftrongly inclined to toleration, 
was yet obliged to concur with the general 
fenfe of the diet ; and to confirm in their full 
extent all the laws which had been promul- 
gated againft theni. The diffidents applied 
to the courts of London, Peterfburg, Berlin, 
and Copenhagen, as the mediating powers in 

* Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 376, 

+ For the account of the diflldei;its, fee Lengnich, Pac, 
Con. Aug. III. 16-—3C. and Jus Publ. fparfim. 

9 th? 
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the treaty of Oliva ; who warmly Ttipported 
their caufe, and prefented memorials to the 
enfuing diet, demanding a reftoration not only 
of riieir religious eftablifhments, but alfo of all 
their ancient privileges fecured to them by 
the abovementioned treaty. The diet of 
1766, however, was not of a temper to ac** 
cede to thefe propofals. 

The enemies of toleration contended, that 
the privileges alluded to were become obfo- 
lete, having been repeatedly abolifhcd in 
various diets ; and that the diffidents had no 
well-founded claim either to the reftitution 
of their civil immunities, or to the toleration 
of their worfhip : the bifhop of Cracow, the 
moft bigotted of the catholics, even propofed 
a law againft all who ftiould abet the oppo- 
lite party. Violent altercations arofe in the 
aflembly, when the Pruffian and Ruffian 
memorials were read; and as an immediate 
tumult was apprehended, the king retired 
from the diet without proroguing it, as ufual, 
to the following day. The primate likewife 
rcfufed to continue the fitting, and the mem- 
bers feparated in great diforder. On the fub- 
fcquent day, the fpirit of intolerance was in 
Ho 'degree abated ; the moderate party was 
over-ruled, and the a<fts againft the diffidents 
were confirmed without referve. But, in or- 
der 
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der to conciliate the mediating powers, the 
bench of bifhops, by command of ttie diet, 
drew up nine articles in favour of the difli- 
dents, relative to the free exercife of their 
worfliip. Thefe conceffions not being thought 
fufficiently favourable, while the exceptiona- 
ble laws remained unrepealed, the Emprefs 
of Ruffia remonftrated againft the proceed- 
ings of the diet ; and the diflidents began to 
form confederacies in different parts of the 
kingdom. They were joined by many dif- 
contented catholics, and affifted by a large 
body of Ruffian troops, who entered Thorn, 
where the firft and principal confederacy took 
its rife. AH the mediating powers, Great- 
Britain, Denmark, Pruffia, and Sweden, tef- 
tified their approbation of thefe confederacies. 
The difputes foon began to embrace other ob- 
je6ls befide religion ; political grievances were 
likewife brought forward; and feveral con- 
federacies ftarted up in different parts of the 
kingdom among the catholic nobles; all of 
whom affeifted to be advocates for toleration, 
and declared their intentions of fupporting 
the caufe of the diffidents. Prince Radzivil, 
who had iignalized himfelf in oppofing the 
king's cleftion, was appointed marfhal to all 
the catholic confederacies, united in one for- 
midable 
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midable afTociation under the appellation of 
malecontents. The coalition of this catho- 
lie confederacy, with that of the diffidents^ 
foon after took place in the palace of prince 
Radzivil at Warfaw. Mean while the king 
convoked an extraordinary diet, as the only 
probable means to prevent a civil war, and to 
appeafe the Emprefs of Ruflia, whofe troops 
were advanced within a fmall diftance of 
Warfaw. The diet, however, which v^^s 
lummoned for the purpofe of reconciling the 
oppofite parties, failed in producing the in- 
tended effed : the biihop of Cracow and his 
partifans inveighed with fuch bitternefs againft 
the pretenfions of the diffidents, and againft 
the interference of foreign powers ; that he, 
together with the biihop of Kiof and a few 
others, the moA violent of their party, were 
arretted in the night by a corps of Ruffian 
troops, and fent, without trial, to Ruffia, 
where they experienced a rigorous imprifon- 

ment*. 

The 

♦ The bifhop of Cracow and liis aflbciatcs were arrefted 
on the 15th of Oftober, 1767; they were detained in 
prifon above five years, not being releafed before the be» 
jginning of 1773. They were firft confined at Smolenfko, 
and afterwards at Kaluga. The following extrafts from 
certain manufcript letters in my poffeflion give fomc 
accpuot of their imprifonment, and of the biihop'« return: 

*^At 

6 
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The diet, intimidated by the fate of their 
leading members, and being no longer in- 
flamed, 

** At firft their confinement was very rigorous, and 
** particularly in their journey to Smolenfko ; for although 
" they were condu£led at tKe fame time, and impriibned 
** at the fame place, yet they were never permitted to fee 
*' each other during the firft fix months. . Afterwards 
** they were lefs rigoroufly treated. They were removed 
^ from Smotenfko, on fUfpicion of a correfpondence be- 
** tween the bifliop of Cracow and his partifans in Lithu- 
*^ ania ; and, although this fufpicion was not founded, yet 
'^ it occafioned the refolution adopted by the court of 
^ Peterft)urg to tranfport them to Kaluga.'* 

** Waffaw, 15 February, 1773. The bMhoprf Cracow is 
<* already arrived : he had difpatched an exprefs from Minik 
^* to the Great Chancellor of the crown to announce his 
** return on the 14th. The exprefs came on Thurfday 
" afternoon, and was followed by another the next day 
*' ^th tlie news, that the bifhop himfelf was on his route 5 
*' and he arrived at five in the ^ternoon. In the fuburbs 
** of Praga, being met by the Pope's nuntio, together 
" with the bifliops of Cujavia and Pofnania, he quitted his 
" own carriage and got into that of the bifhop of Pofna- 
*' nia, into whofe palace he alighted at Warfaw. He was 
** accompanied by perfons of the firft diftin£lio% and folr 
*^ lowed by a crowd of people, huzzaing as he pafFed the 
*' ftreets ; fome out of afFeftion, otliers from imitation, or 
" excited by fecrct emiflkries. The doors of the palace 
^ being open to all who chofe to enter ; the apartments 
** were immediately filled with perfons of all ranks, biOiops, 
" fenators, minifters and officers of ftate, nobles^ prieftsy 
** citizens, together with the loweft of the pqpulace, and 
** even beggars, all huddled together pell-melj,. eager to 
** behold, liften to, and applaud the bifhop, who had fa 

unexpe(3:edly 
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iiamed fcy their eloquence^ appointed, though 
not without fome altercation and tumult, a 

grand 

^^ uiiexpefledly made his appearance* He fpoke for a 
'^ confiderable time, and related the hiftory of his imprifon- 
'" ment, which he affured them had not made any alteration 
'^^ in his fentiments of religion and liberty. * I have been 
** twice,' added he, ' arretted bj the Ruflians, the firft time; 
'' with the primate Potofki'^ the fecond at my late confine- 
*' ment, and perhaps I may yet be caft into prifon a third 
« time/ 

'^ He proposes to retiffe in a fhort rime to his dioCefe^ 

.^^ and it is reported that h.e intends to forbid the priefts 

** from wearing wigs and ruffles : he himfelf wears neither. 

" His hair is grown grey fince his confinement, afid he 

** looks confiderably older ; he covers his head with a red 

'*' c3Bp which he made himfelf. 

'' Yefterday he had an audience of the kiilg^ with whom 
** he remained a full hour, namely, from eleven to twelve. 
*^ He addrefled his majefty with great decency and reipeft; 
" and, among other things, begged pardon, if,- before his 
" arreft, he had cxpreffed himfelf either in a manner or in 
*V terms which were difpleafing, affuring him at the fame 
*' time of his attachment, fidelity, and zeal for the fervicc 
*^ of his king, and the good of his country. After the au- 
** dience, he attended mafs, and prefented his majefty with 
*' the New Teftament, acquitting himfelf of that cerc- 
*' mony with propriety and decorum. 

** The bifhop of Kiof, having feparated feStn the bifliop 
*^ of Cracow on the other fide of Minfk, will not be here 
*' for fome time. The palatine of Cracow and his fon 
** continue between Smolenfko and Kaluga, the place of 

their confinement, in order to attend upon Colonel' 

Vol. I. D «Bachmatou^ 



a 



^ 
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grand committee to a^uft the affairs s^ the 
diiiidcnts in conjun&ion with the medtatiltg 
powers, and then broke up. This grand 
committee expreffcd the moil favourable dif- 
pofition towards the diflidcnts, and propofcd 
that all the laws enaded againfl them fhould 
be repealed^ and their antient privileges re« 
ftored. Thefe refolutions being laid before 
the extraordinary diet, vdiich was convened 
the beginning of the following y^r, 1768^ 
vert ratified almoft without oppofition. This 
ready and unanimous acquiefcence of the diet 
in regulations, totally repugnant to the fcnti- 
ments of the majority, can only be accounted 
for by the dread of the Ruffian troops quar^ 
tered in Warfaw, and the influence of bribes 
judicioufly diftributed by the Ruffian minifter. 
The operation of the fame caufes rendered the 
diet equally compliant in other particulars : 
and induced them to eflablifh feveral ^ civil 

regulations, 

** Bachmatou, their coinIu6br, who was taken ill upon 
^ their journey. The palatine, willing to repay with gra- 
** titude and humanity the attention M^iclt he received from 
** the colonel during his confinement, could not be pre* 
^^ vailed upon to quit him in his illnefs; and as he has 
^ fome knowledge of phyfic, he is in hopes of completing 
•* his cure." 
♦ Thefe regidatiions, which refpeft chiefly the cftabKfhr 

ing 
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r^ulations, tending to perpetuate the defers 
of the conftitution, and which had no othet 
reconunendation except their fubferviency to 
the Rufiian defigns upon Poland* 

The nation at large feemed at this jimdure 
to have caught the fubmiflive fpirit of the 
diet 5 and received the new edids with every 
fymptom of cordiality. Poland feemed to en- 
joy for a momient an univerfal tranquillity; 
but it was that fuUcn tranquillity which pre- 
cedes a tempefl:^ and announces to the intelli-^ 
^nt cAferver the moft violent commotions. 

During thefe tranfa(9:ion8, the king^ with- 
out induence^ and confequently without a 
fhadow of authority, was one moment burriwl 
down the popular current ; and the next 
forced by the mediating powers to accede. to 
all the conditions which they laid before him : 
a wretched fituation for a prince of his fpirit 
smd magnanimity, and below which it is 

ing in perpetuity of the elecSlive monarchy, of the Liberum 
Veto, and of unanimity in all matters of ftate, arc all de- 
tailed in the articles of the diet of 1768, publiflicd at War- 
£iw : the principal claufes are ike fame as are mentioned 
in the. fourdi chapter of diis book relative to the changes 
made in the conftitution in 1775 y the reader will find them 
amply mentioned, and accompanied with fome judicious re- 
marks, in Lihd'$ Prefent State of Pdand, Letter III* 

D 2 fcarcely 
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fcarcely pofliblc for any fovereign to be re- 
duced. But more grievous fcenes yet awaited 
the unfortunate monarch : he was doomed to 
behold his country torn to pieces by the moft 
dreadful of all calamities, a religious war; 
to be frequently deprived almoft of common 
neceflkries ; to be indebted for his very fub- 
fiftence to the voluntary contributions of his 
friends ; to be little better than a ftate pri- 
foner in his capital ; to be carried off and 
nearly affaffinated ; to fee his faireft provinces 
wrcfted from him ; and, finally, to depend, 
for his own fecurity and that of his fubjed:s, 
upon the protection of thofe very powers, 
who had difmembered his empire. 

The Poliih malecontents could certainly 
alledge fome very plaufible caufes of diffatif- 
fadiion. The laws paffed at the laft diet 
bore a greater refemblance to the abfolute 
mandates of a Ruffian viceroy, than to the 
refolutions of a free affembly. The outrage 
committed upon the bifhop of Cracow and his 
adherents entirely fubverted all liberty of de- 
bate ; while the authoritative manner, in which 
the mediating powers of Berlin and Peterfburg 
ftill continued to interfere in the affairs of 
Poland, threatened i more grievous fubjed:ion. 
Thefe fpecious grounds of difguft, joined to 
8 an 
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an illxtimed fpirit of difcontent which had 
gone forth throughout the nation againft the 
king^ occafioncd the intcftine commotions that 
foon reduced Poland to the moA dreadful ftate 
of defolation. 

The diet had not long been .diflblved, be- 
fore the indulgences granted to the diflidents 
excited a general difcontent among the Roman 
catholic party. Several confederacies made 
their appearanqe towards the frontiers of the 
Turkiih empire in defence o£ the facred ca- 
tholic faith: they carried ftandards before 
them, highly calculated to inflame the zeal of 
the populace ; upon fome of thefe, images of 
the Virgin Mary and the infant Jefus were de- 
lineated; upon others the Spread Eagle of 
Poland, with the mottos " Conqueilor Death,'' 
** For religion and liberty*.". Some banners 
bore as a device a red crofs, under which was 
infcribed ^^ the fymbol of vidtory.'* The 
private foldiers of the confederacy^ like the 
cruiaders of old, wore a crofs interwoven in 
their clothes. One party of thefe infurgents 
feized upon the fortrefs of Bar in Podolia, and 
another got polTeflion of Cracow. The royal 
troops, who marched againft them, were either 

♦ Aut vincere aut mori. — Pro religione et libertate. 

D 2 routed 
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routed or prevailed upon to join tfacm. In 
this dreadful crifis of affairs, the fenate peti- 
tioned the embaffador from the court of 
Pcterlburg not to withdraw the Ruffian troops 
from the kingdoih, as they afforded the only 
fecurity" againft the cohfederates : the requeft 
was readily complied with, and Poland be- 
came a fcehc of bloodihed and devailation^ 
Jn the various confliiSts between the two par- 
ties, the fuperiority of Ruffian difcipUne gene- 
rally prevailed. The confederates, however, 
at firft fccrctly encouraged by the houfe of 
Auftria, affifted by the Turks, and fupplied 
with money and ofiicers by the French, were 
able to protrad hoflilities from the diffolution. 
of the diet in 1768, to the divifion of Poland 
in 177?* To enter intx> a detail of military 
operations, falls not within the defign of this 
work, FroRi the various afts of cruelty and 
revenge which difHnguifh and difgrace this 
part of the Polifh hiflory, I fhall feled only 
pne ?vent top remarkable to be omitted ; the 
attempt made by the confederates to aflaffinate 
the king, 

The foUovsdng circumftaijtial accoimt of 
this finguUr occurrence, was comnuinicated 
to me by my ingenious friend Nathaniel 
Wraxall, Efq; whofe name is well known in 

the 
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the literary world ; and who, during his rcfi- 
dence at Warfaw, obtained the moft authentic 
information upon fo interefting a tranfadtion ; 
as he has obligingly permitted me to enrich 
my work with thi^ narration, I am happy to 
lay it before the reader in his own Words. 
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CHAP. III. 

Attempt to ajfajjinate the^ king of Poland.^— 
'His majejiy attacked by the confpirators in 
the Jireets of Warfaw, wounded ^ and carried 
off'. — His adventures and miraculous efcape. 
-^Return to Warfaw.— -^rr<9w/?^ and fate 
of the principal confpirators. 



^' T N the midft of thefe turbulent and 
" X difaftrous fcenes, the confederates (who 
" ever confidered the king as unlawfully 
*^ elected, and who imputed to his fatal ele-. 
** vation and direftion, or approbation, all 
** the various ills under which the kingdom 
** groaned from the Ruffian oppreflion) planned 
** and executed one of the moft daring enter^ 
** prizes of which modern hiftory makes men-* 
** tion. I miean the attempt to aflaffinate the 
** king. It is fomewhat remarkable, that in 
** an age fo humanifed, ib free from the enor^ 
•* mous and flagitious crimes common in 
** barbarous centuries, fo enlightened as is 
** the prefent, this is the third attempt on a 
*^ crowned head in my remembrance. Louis 
t* XV. Jofeph I. of Portugal, and Staniflaus 

^* Auguftus, 
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*^ Auguftus, all narrowly efcaped aflaffination. 
** As the attempt on his Pohfli majefty was 
*' perhaps the moft atrocious, and his efcapc 
** certainly the moft extraordinary and incre- 
** dible of the three, I fliall be as minute as 
" poflible in the enumeration of all the prin- 
" cipal circufnftanccs which led to, and which 
*' attended this remarkable event, 

"A Polifh nobleman, named Pulafki, a 
general in the army of the confederates^ 
was the perfon who planned the atrocious 
enterprize ; and the confpirators who car- 
*^ ried it into execution were about forty in 
*' number, and were headed by three chiefs, 
*^ named Lukawfki, Strawenfki, and Koiinfki. 
*f Thefe three chiefs had been engaged and 
M hired to that purpofe by Pulafki, who in 
*^ the town of Czetfchokow in Great Poland 
*' obliged them to fwear in the moft folcmn 
^* manner, by placing their hands between 
^^ his, cither to deliver the king alive into his 
*' hands, pr, in cafe that was impoffible^ to 
put him to death. The three chiefs chofc 
thirty-rfeven perfons to accompany them^ 
" On the 2d of November, about a month 
V after they had quitted Czetfchokow, they 
^* obtained admiffion into Warfaw unfufpedted 
^* or undifcovered, by the following ftratagem. 

'' They 
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^* They difguifed themfclvcs as peafants whd 
•^ came to fell hay, and artfully concealed 
*^ their faddlcs, arms, and cloaths under the 
*• loads of hay which they brought in wag- 
•^ gons, the more efFeftually to efcape de- 
♦^ tedtion. 

^^ On Sunday ni^t, the 3d of September, 
^* 1 77 1, a few of thefe confpirator« remaii^ 
** in the Ikirts of the town ; and the others 
** repaired to the place of rendezvous, the 
^* ftreet of the Capuchins, where his majefty 
** was C3cpe&cd to pafs by about his ufua{ 
** hour of returning to the palace. The king 
^ had been to viiit his uncle prince Czartonfki, 
^^ grand chancellor of Lithuania, and was on 
•* his return from thence to the palace between 
•* nine and ten o'clock. He was in a coach, 
** accompanied by at leaft fifteen or fixteen 
^* attendants, beiide an aid-de-camp in die 
'^ carriage : icarce was he at the difknce of 
*^ two hundred paces from prince Czartorifki'* 
^* palace, when he was attacked by the con- 
*' fpirators, who commanded the coachmaq 
^* to flop on pain of inflant death. They 
•* fired feveral fhot into the carrkge, one of 
" which pafTed through the body of a hcyduc, 
** who endeavoured to defend his nmfler from 
»* the violence of the afiafSns. Alnloft all 

'' the 
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** the Other pcrlbns * who preceded and ac-i 
^^ companied his majefty were difperfed ; the 
** aid-de-camp abandoned him, and attempted 
to conceal himfelf by flight. Mean while 
the king had opened the door of his car- 
riage with the defign of effeding his efcape 
*^ under fhelter of the night, which was ex- 
^^ tremely dark. He had even alighted, when 
*^ the afiaflins feized him by the hair, ex- 
** claiming with horrible execrations, * We 
^* have thee now; thy hour is come.' One 
^^ of them difcharged a piftol at him fo very 
^' near, that he felt the heat of the flafh ; 
*^ while another cut him acrofs the head with 
•* his fabre, which penetrated to the bone. 
They then laid hold of hi^ majefly by the 
collar, and, mounting on horfeback, drag- 
ged him along the ground between their 
*^ jiorfes at full gallop for near five hundred 
^* paces through the flreets of Warfaw "f. 

" All 

• *^ It is incredible that fiich a number of perfens as 
^ were with his Polifli majefty on that memorable nighty 
♦' fliould all fo bafely abandon him, except the fmgle hey^ 
^* due who was killed, and who fo bravely defended his 
^* matter. This man was a proteftant ; he was not killed 
^ on the fpot^ but expired next morning of his wounds,. 
^' The king allows a penfion to his widow and children/* 
1 ** It is aftonifliing, that, in the number gf balls which 
^ ^^palfed 
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**'A11 was confuiioa and difbrder during 
** this time at the palace, where the at- 
*'. tendants who had deferted their mafter had 
** fpread the alarm. The foot-guards ran 
** immediately to the fpot from whence the 
" king had been conveyed, but they found 
*^ only his hat all bloody, and his bag : this 
** increafed their apprehenfions for his life, 
*^ The whole city was in an uproar. The 
** aflaflins profited of the univerfal confufion, 
** terror and confternation, to bear away their 
** prize. Finding, however, that he was in- 
^* capable of following them on foot, and 
" that he had already almoft loft his refpira- 
** tion from the violence vsdth which they 

*• pafled through the carriage, not one (hould hurt or 
*^ wound the king. Several went through his pelijjcy or 
*' fur great-coat. I have feen this cloak, and the holes 
*' made in it by the piftol bullets. Every part of the 
'* cloaths which his majefty wore on that night are care- 
*' fully preferved. It is no lefs wonderful, that when the 
" aflaflins had feized on the king, they fliould carry him 
** through fuch a number of ftreets without being flopped. 
** A Ruffian centinel did hail them ; but, as they anfwered , 
** in Ruflian, he allowed them to pafs, imagining them to 
'* be a patrole of his nation. This happened at fome 
*' difl:ance from the place where they had carried off the 
*^ king. The night was befides exceedingly dark, and 
" Warfaw has no lamps. All thefe circumftances contri-^ 
•^ bute to account for this extraordinary event," 

"had 
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^^ had dragged him, they fct him on horfe- 
** back; and then redoubled their fpeed for 
" fear of being overtaken. When they came 
^* to the ditch which furrounds Warfaw, 
*^ they obUged him to leap his horfe over. 
** In the attempt the horfe fell twice, and at 
*^ the fecond fall broke its leg. They then 
** mounted his majefty upon another, all 
** covered as he was with dirt. 

** The confpirators had no fooner crofled 
" the ditch, than they began to rifle the king, 
*' tearing off the order * of the Black Eagle 
*' of Pruffia which he wore round his neck, 
^^ and the diamond crofs hanging to it. He 
** requefted them to leave his handkerchief, 
^* which they confented to : his tablets efcaped 
^^ their rapacity. A great number of the 
** aflaffins retired after having thus plundered 
^* him, probably with intent to notify to their 
" refpeftive" leaders the fuccefs of their enter- 
^- prize; and the king's arrival as aprifoner. 

• 

* ** It was Lukawfki, one of the three chiefs of th? 
" band, who tore off the ribbon of the Black Eagle, which 
^^ his Pruffian majefty had conferred on the king when he 
^' was Count Poriiatowfki. One of his motives for doing 
" this, was by fliewing the order of the Black jEagle to 
*^ Pulafld and the confederates, to prove to them incon* 
*^ teftibly that the king was in their hands,^ and on his way. 
^* Luk;iwfki v/as afterwards exe9i;ted/' 

♦' Only 
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** Only feven remained 'with him^ of whom 
Koliniki was the chief. The night was 
excee4ingly dark ; they were abfolutely ig- 
^* norant of the way ; and, as the horfes could 
not keep their legs, they obliged his ma- 
jefly to follow them on foot, with only 01^ 
fhoe, the other being loft in the dirt. 

They continued to wander through the 
open meadows, without following any cer- 
^* tain path, and without getting to any 
diftance from Warfaw. They again mount- 
ed the king on horfeback, two of them 
holding him on each fide by the hand, 
and a third leading his horfe by the bridle. 
** In this manner they were proceeding, when 
**liis majefty, finding they had taken the 
** road which led to a village called Burakow, 
** warned them not to enter it, becaufe there 
** were fome Rufiians ftationed in that place 
*^ who might probably attempt to refcue 
** him *. Finding himfelf, however, inca- 

*^ pable 

♦ ** This intimation, which the king gave to his aflaffins, 
** may at firft fight appear extraordinary and unaccount* 
^ able, but was really di6lated by the greateft addrefs and 
** judgment. He apprehended with reafon that, on the 
** fight of a Rui&an guard, they would inftantly put him to 
^ death with their febresj and fly j whereas by informing 

•* them 
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paUe of accompanying iSbt ad^ns in the 
painful pofture in which dicy held him 
kept down on the faddlc, he requcftcd 
them, lincc they were determined to oblige 
•* him to proceed,, at leaft to give him another 
*♦ horfe and a boot *• This rcqueft riiey 
♦* complied with ; and continuing their pro* 
*^ grefs through aknoft impaflable lands, with- 
out any road, and ignorant of their way^ 
they at lengdi found themfdves in the 
wood of Bidany, only a league diftant from 
*f Warfaw. From the tinw they had paffed 

** them of the danger they incurred, he in fome meafure 
*' gained their confidence : in effefl, this behaviour of the 
^ king feemed to foften them a little, and made tfaem be- 
♦* Ucve he did not mean to efcape from them." 

* The Jdng in his fpeech to the diet on die trial of the 
conspirators, interceded ftrongly for Kofinfld, or John 
Kutfma, to whom he gratefully exprefles himfelf indebted 
for thefe favours in the following words : 

^ As I was in the hands of die aflafltns, I heard them 
^^ repeatedly afk John Kutfma^ if they fhould not ailaf&nate 
" me, but he always prevented them. He was the firflr 
** who perfuaded them to behave to me widi greater gentlc- 
*' nefs, and obliged them to confer upon me fonie fervices 
^ which I then greatly wanted ; namely, one to give me a 
^^ caip, and a fecond a boot, which at that time were no 
^ trifling prefents : for the cold air greatly afFefted the 
** wound in my head ; and my foot, which was covered 
^ widi bloody gave me inexpreffible torture, which conti- 
^jx»A every moment increafing.'* 

'* the 
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*' the ditch they repeatedly demanded oT 
" Kofiniki their chief, if it was not yet time 
" to put the king to death; and thefe de^- 
** mands were reiterated in proportion to the 
^* obftacles and difficulties they encountered: ^ 

** Meanwhile the confufion and eonfter^ 
** nation . increafed at Warfaw- The guards 
*^ were afraid to purfue the confpirators, left 
^* terror of being overtaken fhould prompt 
• ** them in the darknefs to maflacre the king; 
*^ and on the other hand, by not purfuing 
** they might give them time to efcape with 
*' their prize, beyond the poffibility oiF affift- 
*^ ance. Several of the firft nobility at lengtfi 
** mounted on horfeback, and following the 
** track of the aflaffins, arrived at the place 
** where his majefty had pafTed the ditch. 
** There they found his pelijje^ which he had 
** loft in the precipitation with which he was 
** hurried away : it was bloody, and pierced 
'* with holes made by the balls or fabres. 
" This convinced them that he was no more. 

(** The king was ftill in the hands of the 
** feven remaining aflaffins, who advanced 
** with him into the wood of Bielany, when 
** they were fuddenly alarmed by a Ruffian 
*^ patrole or detachment. Inftantly holding 
•* council, four of them difappcared, leaving 

" him 
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•^ him with the other three> who compelled 
^* him to walk on. Scarce a quarter of an 
** hour after, a fecond Ruffian guard chal- 
•* lenged them anew. Two of the aflaffins 
** then fled, and the king remained alone 
** with Kofiniki the chief, both on foot* 
** His majefly, exhaufted with all the fatigue 
which he had undergone, implored his 
conductor to ftop, and fufFer him to take a 
** moment's repofe. Kofiniki refufed it, me- 
•^ nacing him with his naked fabre; and at 
*^ the fame time informed him, that beyond 
the wood they fhould find a carriage. They 
continued their walk, till they came to 
** the door of the convent of Bielany. Ko- 
finfki appeared loft in thought, and ib much 
agitated by his refleiHions, that the king 
perceiving his diforder, and obferving that 
he Wandered without knowing the road, 
** faid to him, * I fee you are at a lofs which 
way to proceed* Let me enter the con- 
tent of Bielany, and do you provide for 
*^ your -own iafety/ * No,' replied Kofiniki, 
^ I have fwom.' 

*^ They proceeded till they came to Marie- 
moat, a fmall palace belonging to the 
houfe of Saxony, not above half a league 
from Warfaw ; here Kofiniki betrayed ibme 
Vol. I. E /' fatis- 
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" fatisfadtion at finding where he was, and 
** the king ftill demanding an inftant's re- 
pofe, he confented at length. They fat 
down together on the ground, and the 
** king employed thefe moments in endea- 
** vouring to foften his condu<5tor, and in- 
** duce him to favour of permit his cfcape. 
*' His majcfty reprefented the atrocity of the 
*^ crime he had comniitted in attempting to 
** murder his fovereign, and the invalidity- 
•' of an oath taken to perpetrate fo heinous 
^* an adtion : Kofinfki lent attentioil to this 
*' difcourfe, and began to betray fome marks 
*' of remorfe. ' But,' faid he, ' if I fhould 
^^ confent and recondu<3: you to Warfaw, 
** what will be the confequence ? — I fhall be 
** taken and executed !' ^ 

^* This reflection plunged him into ntvr 
uncertainty and embarraflment. ^ I give 
you my word,' anfwered his majefty, * that 
** you fhall fufFer no harm s but if you doubt 
** my promife, efcape while there is yet time. 
^* I can find my way to fome place of fccu- 
** rity ; and I will certainly diredt your pur- 
** fuers to take the contrary road to that 
*^ which you have chofen/ Kofinfki could 
*^ not any longer contain himfelf, but throw- 
** ing himfelf at the king's feet, implored 
' 5 ** forgivenefs. 
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^* forglvenefs for the crime he had commit- 
** ted; and fwore to protedt him againft every 
** ewmy, relying totally on his generofity 
** for pardon and prefer vation. His majefty 
** reiterated to him his affurances of fafety. 
** Judging, however, that it was prudent to 
** gain fome afylum without delay, and re- 
** collecting that there was a mill at fome 
** confiderable diftance, he immediately made 
*^ towards it. Kofiixfki knocked, but in vain ; 
^^ no anfwer was given : he then broke a 
** pane of glafs in the window, and intreated for 
•* flielter to a nobleman who had been plun- 
^*' dered by robbers. The miller refufed, 
** fuppofing them to be banditti, and conti- 
^* nucd for more than half an hour to perfift' 
*'* in his denial* At length the king approach- 
*^ cd, and fpeaking through the broken pane, 
** endeavoured to perfuade him to admit them 
under his roof; adding, * if we v^re rob- 
bers, as you fuppofe, it would be very eafy 
** for us to break the whole window, inftead 
*^ of one pane of glafs,/ This argument' 
*^ prevailed. They at length opened the door, 
^* and admitted his majefty. He immediately - 
^ wrote a note to General Coccei, colonel of 
the foot-guardsi It was literally as foi* 
lows ; * Par me ef^ece de fnirxicle je fuis 

E 2 ^*/auvi 
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^^ fauvi des mains des ajjajjins. Jefuis ictau petit 
** moulin de Mariemont. Venez au plutot me tirer 
** d'ici. Jefuis blejfly mais pas fort "^J It was 
*' with the greateft difficulty, however, that 
** the king could pcrfuadc any one to carry 
** this note to Warfaw, as the people of the 
*^ mill, imagining that he was a nobleman 
** who had juft been, plundered by robbers, 
" were afraid of falling in with the troop. 
** Kofinfki then offered to reftore every thing 
"he had taken; but his majefty left him 
" all, except the blue ribbon of the White 
•' Eagle. 

*^ When the meiTcnger arrived with the 
** note, the aftonifhment and joy was incre- 
** dible. Coccei inftantly rode to the niill, 
" followed by a detachment of the guards. 
** He met Kofinfki at the door with his fabre 
** drawn, who admitted him as fbon as he 
" knew him. The king had funk into a 
" fleep, caufed by his fatigue ; and was flretch- 
** ed on the ground, covered with the miller's 
** cloak. Coccei immediately threw himfelf 
" at his majefly's feet, calling him his fove- 

- ♦ " By a kind of miracle I am efcaped from the hands 
*' of aflaflins. I am now at the mill of Mariemont. Come 
*^as foon as poiHble, and take nie from hence, I am 
** wounded, but not dangeroufly/* 

' . " reign, 
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** reign, and kiffing his hand. It is not eafy 
** to paint or defcribe the aftonifhment of the 
*' miller and his family, who inftantly imi- 
*^ tated Coccei's example, by throwing them- 
** felves on their knees*. The king returned 
^* to Warfaw in general, Coccei's carriage, 
^* and reached the palace about five in the 
*^ morning. His wound was found not to 
*^ be dangerous ; and he foon recovered the 
^* bruifes and injuries, which he had fufFered 
^* during this memorable night. 

** So extraordinary an efcape is fcarce to 
*^ be paralleled in hiftory, and affords ample 
^* matter of wonder and furprife. Scarce 
^* could the nobility or people at Warfaw 
** credit the evidence of their fenfes, when 
** they faw him return. Certainly neither 
^^ the efcape of the king of France from Da- 
** mien, or of the king of Portugal from the 
confpiracy of the Duke d'Aveiro, were 
equally amazing or improbable as that of 
^* the king of Poland. I have related it very 

♦ " I have been at this mill, rendered memorable by fo 
•* Angular ai^ ^vent. It is ^ wretched Polifli hovel, at ^ 
** diftance frpm any houfe. The king has rewarded thq 
** miller to the extent of his wifhes, in building him a 
•' mill upon the Viftula, and allowing him a ftnall pen^- 

?^ fion.'" 

E 3 *' minutely. 
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" minutely, and from authorities the higheft: 
*^ and moft inconteftible. 

** It is natural to enquire what is become 
** of Kofiniki, the man who faved his ma- 
**jefty's life, and the other confpirators. 
** He was bom in the palatinate of Cracow, 
*^ and of mcaa extraftion : having aflumed 
^ the name of Kofinfki *, which is that of a 
** noble fiunily, to give himfelf credit. He 
'* had been created an officer in the troops of 
** the confederates under Pulafki, It would 
*^ fecm as if Kofinfki began to entertain the 
** idea of preferving the king's life from the 
** time when Lukawfki and Strawenfki aban-« 
** doned him ; yet he had great ftruggles 
** with himfelf before he could refolve on 
** this condua, after the folemn engagements 
** into which he had entered. Even after he 
*^ had conduced the king back to Warfaw, 
^* he exprefled more than once his doubts of 
^* the propriety of what he had done, and 
*^ fpme remorfe for having deceived his em- 
^* ployers. 

" Lukawlki and Strawenfki were both 
^* taken, ,and feveral of the other aflfaffins* 
*^ At his majefly's peculiar requeft and in- 

* His real name was John Kutfina. 

*^ treaty. 
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' treaty, the diet remitted the capital punifli- 
* ment of the inferior confpirators, and con- 
^ demned them to work for life on the for- 
tifications of Kaminiec, where they now 
are. By his interceffion likewife with th6 
diet, the horrible punifhment and vafiouS 
modes of torture, which the laws of Po- 
land decree and inflift on regicides, were 
mitigated; and both Lukawfki and Stra- 
wenlki were only limply beheaded. Ko- 
finfki was detained under a very ftrift con- 
finement, and obliged to give evidence 
againft his two companions. A perfon of 
diftinftion, who faw them both die, has 
affured me, that nothing could be mord 
noble and manly than all Lukawfki's con^ 
dud: previous to his death. When he wa$ 
carried to the place of execution, although 
his body was almoft extenuated by the 
feverity of his confinement, diet, and treat-* 
ment, his fpirit unfubdued raifed him 
above the terrors of an infamous and pub- 
lic execution. He had not been permitted 
to fhave his beard while in prifon, and his 
drefs was fqualid to the greateft degree; 
yet none of thefe humiliations could deprefs 
his mind. With a grandeur of foul wor^ 
thy of a better caufe, but which it was im- 

E 4 '' poflibk 
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poffible not to admire, he refufcd to fee or 
embrace the traitor Kofiniki. When cpn- 
duftcd to the fcene of execution, which 
was about a mile from Warfaw, he betray- 
ed no emotions of terror or unmanly fear. 
He made a (hort harangue to the multitude 
aflembled upon the occafion, in which he by 
no means exprefTed any forrow for his paft 
condudt, or contrition for his attempt on 
the king, which he probably regarded as 
meritorious and patriotic. His head was 
fevered from his body. 
" Strawenfki was beheaded at the fame 
time, but he neither harangued the people, 
nor fhewed any figns of contrition. Pu- 
lafki, who commanded one of the many 
corps of confederate Poles then in arms, 
and who was the great agent and promoter 
of the affaffination, is ftill alive ^, though 
an outlaw and an exile. He is faid, even 
by the Ruffians his enemies, to poflefs mi- 
litary talents of a very fuperior nature j; 



* After the concIuHon of thefe troubles, Pulaiki cfcaped 
from Poland, and repaired to America : he diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the American fervice, and was killed in the at- 
tempt to force the British lines at the fiege of Savannah 
in 1779, 



€€ 



uov 



C. 3- P R E S E N T R E I G N. 57 

** nor were they ever able to take him prifoner 
*^ during the civil war, 

^* To return to Kofinfki, the man who 
** Xaved the king's life. About a week after 
** Lukawfki and Strawenfki's execution, he 
** was fent by his majefty out of Poland. 
*^ He now refides at>«^emigallia in the papal 
** territories, where he enjoys an annual pen-> 
*^ fion from the king/* 

I am enabled to add to Mr. Wraxall's ac- 
count the following circumftances ; 

Upon General Coccei's arrival at the mill^ 
the firft queftion which his majefly afked 
was, whether any of his attendants had fufier- 
ed from the aflaflins ; and upon being inform- 
ed that one of the hejrducs vvras killed upon 
the ipot, and another dangeroufly wounded, 
his mind, naturally feeling, now rendered 
more fufceptible by his late danger, was greats 
ly aiFedted; and his joy at his own efcapc 
was confiderably diminifhed. 

Upon his return to Warfaw, the ilreets 
through which he pafled were illuminated 
with torches, and crowded by an inrnnenfe 
concourfe of people, who followed him to 
the palape, crying out inceflantly ** The king 
*' is alive," Upon his entering the palace, 
the doors were flung open, and perfons of all 

ranks 
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ranks were admitted to approach his pcrfon, 
and to felicitate him upon his efcape. The. 
flehe, as I have been infomied by feveral of 
the nobility who were prefent, was aflfeding 
beyond defcription. Every one flxugglcd to 
get near him to kifs his hand^ or even to touch 
his doaths : all were fo tranfportcd with joy, 
that they even loaded Kolinfld with carcflcs, 
and called him the faviour of their king. 
His majefty was Co aiFedlcd with thefe figns 
of zeal and aiFedtion, that he acpreffed in the 
moft feeling manner his ftrong fenfe of thefe 
proofs of their attachment^ and declared it 
was the happieft hour of his whole life. In 
this moment of rapture he forgot the dangers 
he had avoided, and the wounds he had re- 
ceived : and as every one Icemed anxious to 
learn the circumftances of his efcape> he 
would not fuiFer his wounds to be infpedted 
and dreffed before he had himfclf fatisfied 
their impatience, by relating the difficulties 
and dangers he had undergone. During the 
recital, a perfon unacquainted with the lan- 
guage might have difcQvered the various events 
of the ftory from the changes of expreffioiv 
^ the countenances of the byftanders, which 
difplayed the moft fudden alterations from 
terror to compaffion, from cbmpaffion to 

aftonifhment^ 
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aftoniflim^it, and from aftoni(hmcnt to rap- 
ture; while the univerfal filence was only 
broken by fighs and tears of joy. 

The king having finifhed the account, 
again repeated his aflurances of gratitude and 
afieftion for the unfeigned proofs they had 
given of their loyalty ; and difmifled them, 
by adding, that he hoped he had been thus 
miraculoufly preferved by Divine Providence, 
for no other purpofe than to purfue with 
additional zeal the good of his country, which 
had ever been the great objed: of his at- 
tention. 

Being now left alone, his majefty permitted 
the furgeons to examine the wound in his 
head. Upon cutting away the fkin, it ap- 
peared that the bone was hurt, but not dan- 
geroufly : from the quantity of clotted blood, 
the operation of dreffing was tedious and pain- 
ful, and was fubmitted to by the king wdth 
great patience and magnanimity. The fur- 
geons propofed at firft to bleed him in thr^ 
foot; but they laid afide this intention upon 
finding toth his feet fwoUen confiderably,*and 
covered with blifters and bruifes. 

The family of the heyduc, Avho had faved 
the king's life by the lols of his own, was 
amply provided for : hi$ body was buried with 

great 
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great pomp ; and his majcfty eredted an hand- 
fomc monument to his memory, with an ele- 
gant infcription expreffive of the man's fide- 
lity and of his own gratitude. 

I faw the monument : it is a pyramid 
ftanding upon a farcophagiis, with a Latin 
and Polifh infcription ; the former I copied, 
and it is as follows : 

** Hie jacet Georgius Henricus Butzau, 
qui regem Staniflaum Auguftum nefariis 
parricidarum. telis impetitum, die iii Nov, 
1 77 1, proprii pedoris clypeo defendens, 
geminatis idlibus confofTus, gloriofe oc- 
^* cubuit. Fidelis fubditi necem lugens^ 
** Rex pofuit hocce monumentum illius in 
** laudem, aliis exemplo,*,*' 

♦ " Here lies George Henry Butzau, who, on ti\e ^d of 
^ November, 1771, oppofing his own breaft to fhicld 
•* Staniflaus Auguftus from the weapons of nefarious par- 
** ricides, was pierced w4th repeated wounds, and glori- 
" oufly expired. The king, lamenting the death of a faiths 
" ful fubjedl, erefted this monument a3 a tribute ta bim^ 
•* and an example to others." 
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CHAP. IV. 

Account of the plan and progrefs of the parti tio ft 

ofVohindi.-^ProjeSted by the kmg of PruSiz . 

^-^ Adopted by the emperor of Germany, and 

finally acceded to by the emprefs of Ruflia,— 

. T'he confent of the king and diet of Poland 
extorted after great oppojition. — Changes in 
the government introduced by the partition- 
ing powers. -"^Spirited J but fruitlefsy ref Ji- 
nnee of the Polifh delegates. ^-^F ate of the 




WE are now arrived at that remarkable 
event of the prefent reign, the parti- 
tion of Poland; v^hich was planned with 
fuch profound fecrecy, that it was fcarcely 
fufpefted before it was carried into execution. 
Poland had long derived its principal fecurity 
from its peculiar fituation between three great 
powers, each equally interefted to prevent the 
others from acquiring any increafe of ftrength, 
or addition of territory : the union of thefe^ 
rival potentates was confidered as a circum- 
ftance nearly impoffible ; and fhould fuch an 
nncxpefted union take place, it was thought 

incredible 
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incredible that the other princes of Europe - 
would paffively fubmit to a material alteration 
in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negotiations 
upon negotiations^ had guarantied to Poland 
the pofleflion of her territory; and the very 
three powers who difinembered her provinces^ 
had, at the prefent king's acceffion, folemnly 
renounced all right and title to any part of 
the Polifii dominions. But treaties and gua- 
ranties are in general only adhered to until 
they can be broken with fafety: the only 
cffeftual method for any ftate to fecure its 
dominions, is to make itfelf refpedtable by its 
ftrength and unanimity, and to be prepared 
agaipft any attacks. When a powerful pco^ 
pie impute national difailers, which a proper 
vigour and forefight might have prevented, 
to the perfidy of foreign ftates, they only bear 
teftimony, in more fpepious terms, to their 
own indolence, negligence, or weaknefs of 
government. Nor is that fyftematical jealoufy, 
which modern nations profefs to entertain for 
the balance of power, to be depended on as a t| 

more effedtual fafeguard to any particular ^te, 
than the faith of treaties. This principle^ 
though founded on the moil obvious and ju- 
dicious- 



C* 4» PAltTITI4>N OF POLAND. 63 

dicious policy, and though at times produftivc^ 
of the moft beneficial efFe<a:s, is unluckily 
liable to be counterafted and defeated by an 
almoft ianumerable variety of contingencies.. 
Where a combination of different powers is 
requifite to give it efficacy, thofe powers may 
want unanimity and concert : where again the* 
exertion of only a fingle flate is fufficient, that 
ftate may, by the temporary fituation of affairs, 
or the cafual interefls of its governing party, 
be rendered incapable of adting with proper 
fpirit. In a word, the anxiety of European 
ilates for the prefervation of the balance of 
power is, by no means, an invariable pledge 
of protection to any lingle nation • Venice^ 
was brought to the verge of ruin by a reliance 
on this principle; Poland received from it, 
no fubfbntial protecftion; nor did England, 
though ftruggling fingly againfl a hofl oF 
enemies, reap, in her late contefl, the flight* 
efl benefit from its influence. 

The natural ftrength of Poland, if properly 
exerted, would have formed a more certain' 
bulwark againfl the ambition of her neigh:*, 
hours, than the faith of treaties, or an atterv-- 
tion in the other European nations to the. 
balance of power. And it is extremely wor- 
thy of remark, that of the three partitioning 

powers. 
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powers, Pruffia * was formerly in a ftate of 
vaflalage to the republic ; Ruflia ^f* once faw 
its capital and throne poflefled by the Poles ; 
and Auftria, fcarce a century ago, was indebt- 

♦ In the 13th century, all Pruffia belonged to the knights 
of the Teutonic order. In 1454 ^^^^ P^ ^^^^ denomi«> 
mated Polifti or Weftern Pruffia, revolted to Cafimir IV. 
and was afterwards incorporated into the dominions of the 
republic ; at the fame time the knights were conftrained to 
hold the remaining part, called Eaftern Pruffia, as a fief of 
Ae crown of Poland. In 1525 Eaftern Pruffia was erected 
into an hereditary duchy, and given to Albert of Branden«* 
burg as a Polifti fief. Upon his death it fell to his fon 
Albert Frederick, who being impaired in his fiiculties, the 
adminiftration was vefted firft in Joachim Frederick eleilor 
of Brandenburg, and afterwards in Joachim's fon John 
Sigifmond, who had married Albert's daughter. Upon 
the demife of Albert without male heirs, John Sigif- 
mond, who fucceeded to the duchy of Pruffia, did ho- 
mage for that duchy as a vaflal of the republic. His grand- 
Ion Frederick William, the great Elector, was the firft duke 
of Pruffia releafed from this badge of feudal dependence by 
John Cafimir ; Eaftern Pruffia being declared a fovereign, 
independent, and hereditary duchy. 

Frederick, fon of Frederick^ William the Great, aflumed 
the title of King of Pruffia, which however the Poles 
never acknowledged until 1764, at the acceffion of 
Staniflaus Auguftus. His prefent majefty Frederick III. 
by the late partition treaty, now poflefles boA Weftern and 
Eaftern Pruffia. 

t Under Sigifmond III. whofe troops got poflfeffion of 
Mofcow, and whofe fon Ladiflaus was chofen great duke, 
of Mufcovy by a party of the Ruffian nobles. 

cd 
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td to a fovereigri * of this country for the 
prefervation of its metropolis, and almoft for 
Its very exiftence* 

A kingdom, fo lately the mafter or pro- 
testor of its neighbours, would never have 
been fo readily overwhelmed by them, had 
there not been the moft glaring imperfections 
in its government, Poland, in truth, formerly 
more powerful than any of the furrounding 
ftates, has, from the defed:s of its conftitution, 
declined in the midft of general improve- 
ments; and, after giving law to the north, 
is become an eafy prey to every invader. 

The Partition of Poland was firft projeded 
by the king of Pruffia. Polifh or Weftern 
Pruffia had long been an objed: of his am-, 
bition : exclufive of its fertility, commerce, 
and population, its local fituation rendered it 
highly valuable ' to that monarch ; it lay be- 
tween his German dominions and Eaftern 
Pruffia, and while pofleiTed by the Poles, cut 
off, at their will, all communication between 
them. During the courfe of the laft gene- 
ral war, he experienced the moft fatal eiFedts 
from this disjointed ftate of his territories* 

♦ John Sobiefki, who compelled the Turks to raife the 
fiege of Vienna, and delivered the houfe of Auftria from 
the greateft dangers it ever experienced. 

Vol. L P By 
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By the acquifition of Weftern Pruflk, hte 
dominions would be rendered compad:, and 
his troops in time of war be able to march 
from Berlin to Koninglburgh without inter- 
ruption • The period was now arrived, when 
the iituation of Poland ieemed to promife the 
attainment of this favourite objedt. He pur* 
fued it, however, with all the caution of an 
able politician. On the commencement of 
the troubles, he fhewed no eagernefs to in- 
terfere in the affairs of this country; and 
although he had concurred with the emprefs 
of Ruflia in railing Staniflaus Auguftus to the 
throne of Poland, yet he declined taking any 
adlivepart in his favour againft the confederates; 
Afterwards, in 1769, when the whole king- 
dom became convulfed throughout with civil 
commotions, and defolated likewife by the 
plague } he, under pretence of forming lines 
to prevent the fpreading of the infedtion^ 
advanced his troops into Polifh Pruffia, and 
occupied that whole diftridt. 

Though now completely mailer of the 
country, and by no means apprehenfive of any 
formidable refiftance from the difunited and 
diftrafted Poles ; yet, as he was well aware 
that the fecurity of his new acquifition de- 
pended upon the acquiefcence of Ruflia an4 
^ Auftria, 
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Auftria, he planned the Partition of Poland. 
He communicated the projedt to the emperor, 
either during their interview at Niefs in Silefia, 
in 1769, or in that of the following year, at 
Neuftadt ; from whom the overture met with 
a ready concurrence. Jofeph, who had be- 
fore fecretly encouraged the confederates, and 
even commenced a negotiation with the Porte 
againft Ruflia, now fuddenly altered his mea- 
fures, and increafed his army towards the 
Polifh frontiers. The plague prefenting to 
him, as well as to the king of Pruffia, a fpc- 
cious motive for ftationing troops in the do- 
minions of the republic ; he gradually extend- 
ed his lines, and, in 1772, occupied the whole 
territory, which he has fince difmembered. 
But, notwithilanding this change in his feur 
tmitnt^^ his real views upon Poland . were at 
firft fo efFedually concealed, that the Polilh 
rebels conceived that the Aiiftrian army was 
advancing to ad: in their favour ; not fuppof- 
ing it poflible, that the rival courts of Vienna 
^nd Berlin could ad: in concert. 

Nothing more remained towards complet- 
ing the partition, than the acceffion of th^ 
cmprefs of Ruffia. That great princefs was 
too difcerning a politician not to regard with 
a jealous eye the introdudion of foreign powers 

F 2 into 
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into Poland- PofTeffing an uncontrouled af-^ 
cendancy over the whole Country, fhe could 
propofe no material advantage from the formal 
acquifitiori of a part ; and muft purchafe a 
moderate addition to her territory by a confi- 
derable furrender of authority. The king of 
Pruffia, well acquainted with the true interefts 
of Ruffia in regard to Poland, and with the 
capacity of the emprefs to difcem thofe in- 
terefts, forbore (it is faid) opening any nego- 
tiation on the fubjedt of the partition, until 
fhe was involved in a Turkifli war. At that 
crilis he dilpatched his brother Prince Henry 
to Peterfburg, who fuggefted to the empreft 
that the houfe of Auftria Was forming an 
alliance with the Porte, which, if it took 
place, would create a moil formidable com- 
bination againft her ; that, neverthelefs, the 
friendfliip of that houfe was to be purchaied 
by acceding to the partition *, that upon this 
condition the emperor was willing to renounce 
his connedion with the Grand Signor, and 
would fuiFer the Ruffians to profecute the 
war without interruption. Catharine, anxi- 
ous to puih her conquefts againft the Turks, 
and dreading the interpofition of the emperor 
in that quarter : perceiving likewife, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienni 

and 
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•and Berlin, that it would not be in her power, 
at the prefent jundure, to preveat the in- 
tendqd partition, clofed with the propofal ; and 
felefted no inconfiderable portion of the Poliih 
territories for her/elf. The treaty .was ligned 
^t Peterlturg in the beginning of February^ 
1772, by the Ruffian, Auftrian, and Prqffian 
plenipotentiaries . 

•As the troops of the three courts were al- 
ready in poiTeffion of the greateft part of Po- 
land, the confederates, hemmed in on all 
fides, were foon routed and djfperfed; and 
Europe waited in anxious expeftation what 
would be the ifTue of this unexpefted union ; 
yet fuch was the profound fecrecy with which 
the partitioning powers proceeded, that for 
fome time after the ratification of the treaty, 
only vague conjedhires were entertained evert 
^ Warfaw * concerning their real intentions j 

^nd 

* I have a colleflion of MS. letters written from War- 
fiiw before and after the partition : the following paflages 
from thofe letters will fhew the myfterious conduft of the 
three courts, and the uncertainty of the Poles concerning 
the difmemberment. 

** On cache a Vicnne Ics vrais motifs ct le but de la 
** prochaine entree des troupes en Pologne," Sec. May 6, 

n AH 
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^nd the late lord Cathcart, the EngUfli mi-, 
nifter at Peteiiburg, was able to obtain no au- 
thentic information of its fignature, until two 
months after the event. 

The iirft formal notification of any pre-» 
tenfions to the Polifli territory was in the 
inonth of September, 1772, announced to the 
king and ienate afiembled at Warfav/, by the 
Imperial embaflador j which was foon follow- 
ed by the memorials of the Ruffian and 
Pruffian courts, fpecifying their refpeftive 
claims. It would be tedious to enter into a 
detail of the pleas urged by the three powers^ 
in favour of their feveral demands : it would 
be no lefs uninterefting to lay before the read- 
er, the anfwers and remonftrances of the king; 

All the letters fpc^k of ^e apprehenfions of difmcmber- 
ment ; but the firft which mentions it with any certainty 
ijs dated May ig, which relates, that one of the king of 
Pruffia*s officers, paffing through Maricnburgh, even fajd, 
that the neighbourhood of th^t town had fallen to the king 
by the partition. 

May ^o. " Qn croit de plus et plus qu'on nousi 
<' partagera, tant d'avis qui s'accordent la deffus ne peu- 
^^ vent pas etre fur de vaines imaginations et conjectures,"^ 
4cc, 

Auguft 13. •* La bombc ya crever,.oA acheve le traitfi 
^< de partage," &c. 

Auguft 24. « C*en eft fait, le traite ebauche au mois, 
%S 4e feyrier vient d^ prendre confiftence," &c; 
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and ienate, as well as the appeals to the other 
ftates which had guarantied the poffeffions 
of Poland. The courts of London, Paris, 
Stockholm, and Copenhagen, remonftrated 
againft the ufurpations ; but remonftrances 
without affiftance could be of no eifedt, Po- 
land fubmitted to the difmemberment, not 
witlK)ut the moft violent ftruggles ; and now, 
for the firft time, felt and lamented the fatal 
cife<3:s of fadion and difcord. 

A diet being demanded by the partitioning 
powers, in order to ratify the ceffion of the 
pfbvinces, was, after fome delay, convoked 
by the king in the following fummons : 
** Since there are no hopes from any quar- 
*^ ter, and any further delays will only tend 
^* to draw down the moft dreadful calami* 
*^ ties upon tfie remainder of the dominions 
•^ which are left to the republic ; the diet is 

convened for the 19 th of April, 1773, ac^ 

cordipg to the will of the t^rce courts : 
*^ neverthelefs, in order to avoid all caufe of 
** reproach, the king, with the advice of the 
^^ ienate, again appeals to the guaranties of 
♦' the treaty of Oliva," 

The diet met at the appointed time j and 
fuch was the fpirit of the members, that, 
notwithftanding the deplorable fituation of 

F 4 their 
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their country, the threats and bribes of the 
three powers, the partition-treaty was not 
carried through without much difficulty. 
For foxtie time the majority of the nuntios 
appeared determined to oppofe the difmem^ 
berment ; and the king firmly perfiftcd in the 
fame refolutioOt The embafladors of the 
three courts enforced their requifitions by 
the moft alarniing menaces; and threatened 
the king with depofition and imprifonment. 
They alJfib ^ve out by their emiiTaries, that 
in cafe the diet continued refraftqry, Warfaw 
fhould be pillaged. This report was induf-r 
trioufly circulated,, and ijiadQ a fenfible, im-r 
preflion upon the inhabitants.. By menaces 
of this fort, by corrupting the marfhal of 
the diet, who was accompanied with a Ruffian 
guard; in a word, by bribes, promifcs, and 
threats^ the members of the. diet were at 
length prevailed on to ratify the difinember-r 
ment. In the fenate^ however, or upper 
houfe, there was. a majority of only fix ; in 
the lower houfe,. or aflembly pf the nuntios, 
of but one fingle vote in favour of the mea- 
fure *. An adt was then pafied to limit the 
feffions to the term of a few days, and dele-i 

* By 54 againft S3. 

. 9 gates 
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gates were appointed, with full powers tq 
adjuft, in concert with the embafFadors, all 
the terms of the difmemberment. The com- 
miflioners, or delegates, on the breaking up 
of the diet in May, immediately entered upon 
their office ; and, by the month of September, 
iinally conqlu^ded the treaty of partition in 
conformity to the didtate§ of the three courts. 
At this jundture, fev^ral nobles were bold 
enough to iflue manifeftoes and remonftrances 
in various parts of the kingdom, againft the 
cejSion of the provinces, and to reprobate the 
condui^t of the partitioning powers ; but fuch 
remonftrances were totally difregarded, and 
may be confidered only as the laft conyulfions 
of an expiring nation • 

Of the difmembered countries *, the Ruf- 
^an province is the largeft, the Auftrian the 
moft populous, and the Pruffian the moft 
commercial. The population of the wrhol? 
amounts to near 5,000,000 of fouls ; the firft 
containing 1,500,000, the fecond 2,500,000, 
^nd the third 86q,ooo, Weftern Pruffia was 

♦.The reader, by confulting the map of Poland (pre^ 
Hxed to this work), will fee the fituation and extent of 
the three difmembered provinces. For an account of the 
Auftrian province, fee Book II. Chap, I, ; ojF the Rufli^n, 
Book III, Chap. I, 

the 
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the greateft lofs to Poland, as by the difmem- 
berment of that province, the navigation of 
the Viftula entirely depends upon the king of 
Pruffia : by the lofe confcquently of this 
diftrift, a fatal blow was given to the trade of 
Poland ', for his Pruflian majefty has laid fuch 
heavy duties upon the merchandize pafling to 
Dantzic, as greatly to diminifh the commerce 
of that town, and to transfer a confiderable 
portion of it to Memmel and Koninglburgh. 

Although the limits of Poland were fettled 
by the treaty of Partition, yet the Auftrians 
and Pruffians continually iextended their fron- 
tiers : the emperor feized upon Cafimir, and 
even, avowed an intention of taking poiTeffioa 
of Cracow and Kaminiec ; while Frederick al-^ 
Icged thefe ufurpations as a juftification for 
iimilar encroachments on his part; urging, 
that he could not, confiftent with his own ie- 
curity, fee the emperor increafing his domi- 
nions without following his example, and af^ 
fuming an equivalent. 

Catharine was forced for a time to connive 
at thcfe encroachments ; but no iboner was 
peace * eftablilhed with the Turks, and the 

rebellion 

* The peace between the Emprefs and the Turks wa$ 
figned on the 2jft of July, 1774, in Marfh^ Romanzof'd 

camp 
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rebellion of PugatcheiF crufhed, than flie im- 
jnediately turned her whole attention to Po- 
land ; and it' is owing to her fpiritcd rcmon- 
ftrances, that both Auftrians and Pruflians 
have relinquifhed their ufurpations, and con- 
fined themfelves to the limits marked by the 
treaty of partition. 

The partitioning powers did lefs injury to 
the republic by difmembering its faireft pro-^ 
vinces, than by perpetuating the principles of 
anarchy and confulipn, and eftablifhing on a 

camp near Bulgaria 5 and in a letter from Warfaw, dated 
Auguft 29, of the fanie year, it is faid, " The Emperor 
" and King of PruiRa continued encroaching upon the 
♦^ Polilh territories, and enlarging their frontiers which. 
** were marked by the treaty of Peterfburgh. But upon 
<' the conclufion of the peace, the Auftrian and Pruffian 
^ troops retired within their refpe<Slive lines. Behold al- 
*^ ready the good efFeiSls of this glorious peace ! What 
** would have become of us, if the arms of the Ottoman 
" empire had profpered according to the wifhes of 
♦* many ?'* 

And in another, dated Sept. 14, 1775, " The king of 
** Pruffia has written to the emprefs of Ruffia a letter in a 
^* moft enchanting ftyle. After much praife, he adds, that 
*' notwithftanding the juftice of his claim upon thofe parti 
*^ which he has annexed to his former acquifitions, he fliall 
♦* make no difficulty in facrificing them, as a proof of his 
<* readinefs to oblige her Imperial majefty ; provided the 
^ houfe of Auftrij^ will alfo reftore what ihe has taken." 

permanent 
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permanent footing, that exorbitant liberty*, 
which is the parent of fadion, and has proved 
the decline of the republic. Under pretence 
of amending the conftitution, they have con-, 
firmed all its defefts, and have tak^n effeftual 
precautions to render this unhappy country 
incapable of emerging fronj it§ prelent de-» 
plorable ftate. 

The delegates, who ratified the treaty of 
partition, being alfo empowered by the diet to 
concert with the three courts any alterations 
in the conftitution which might appear bene- 
ficial to the kingdom, continued fitting fronj 
May 1773 to March lyys* during which 
period the convocation of the ordinary diet 
was poftponed, until the members of the de- 
legation had agreed to all the innovations pro- 
pofed by the embafladors; and until every 
part of th? government was finally arranged. 
Notwithftanding the wretched condition of 
Poland, and the refiftlefs power of the three 
courts, yet the king and the majority of the 
delegates long with -held their confent to thQ 
propofed alterations, 

* ** Our liberty," faid a Pole, ^ is like a two-edged 
*^ fword in the hand of an infant, and for that very reafon 
«^ our neighbours are apxious to pr^fcrvc it entire." 

Som§ 
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Some idea of their fpirit may be formed 
frcon the fdllowing account of one df the 
meetings, when the propofitions relating to 
the change of government were firft produced 
in September, 1773. Prior to the appearance 
of the three embafTadors in the aflembly, 
much was faid, and with great vehemence, 
againft the projedled innovations; many re- 
proaches were thrown out againft the authors 
of that plan, for facrificing the public advan- 
tage to their private ambition, refentment, and 
interefts. At the entrance of the three em- 
bafTadors, a profound filence took place for 
fome minutes, until the fecretary of the Ruffian 
embafly began to read the plan for new-mo- 
delling the conftitution ; upon which a general 
murmur fpread through the whole aflembly, 
increaling, as he proceeded, to fuch a degree 
as almoft to drown his voice : nor was it with- 
out frequent interruptions, that he was per- 
mitted to finifh its recital. He had fcarcely 
concluded, when the whole body of delegates 
loudly demanded the treaties of partition and 
alliance : the embafTadors anfwering, that many 
points could not be adjufted without farther 
inftruiftions from their refpeftivc courts; it 
was replied, that in the mean time they might 
introduce the treaty of commerce, which they 

were 
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were authorifed to conclude* At all events, 
it was urged, the propofal concerning the 
change of government is premature ; a revo- 
lution of fuch extreme importance demands 
the moft deliberate examination, and ought 
not to be hurried through, as if it was a cir- 
cumftance of no concern to the nation. One 
of the delegates, who was moft violent in his 
oppofition, delivered his fentiments with a 
freedom which aftonifhed the aflembly ; and 
when the embafladors, who did not under- 
ftand the Polifh idiom, applied to a Caftellan 
for an explanation of what vras faid, the latter 
cxcufed himfelf, under pretence of not being 
qualified for the office of interpreter, as having 
but an imperfect knowledge of the French 
language. When, at laft, one of the Pala- 
tines, who was of the embaflador's party, ac- 
quainted them with the contents of the fpeech ; 
die orator ventured to thank him for explain- 
ing the purport of his harangue in fo able a 
manner; while the praifes which, in a fine 
tone of irony, he aifefted to beftow upon the 
Palatine for his readinefs to oblige, as well as 
for his independent fpirit, occafioned much 
mirth in the aflembly. The undifguifed ap- 
probation given by the greatdft part of the 
members to this orator, convinced the em- 
bafladors 



C. 4- PARTITION OF POLANI>* Jt) 

bafladors that this was no time to obtrude 
their i:efolutions upon the delegates : they ac*» 
cordingly broke up the meeting, and poft- 
poned the bufinefs to a future opportunity *., 
The next feffion, however, was not more fa- 
vourable to their wifhes, nor did the patriotic 
zeal of the delegates feem to abate. Their 
c^pofition indeed to this meafure continued fo 
violent, that more than a year elapfcd before 
the embafladors were able, by the influepcc d 
threats, bribery, and promifes, to obtain & 
majority ; and before the delegates, terrified or 
feduced into compliance, formally acceded to 
the change of government. This important 
point being obtained, the delegation was dif- 
Xolved on the 13 th of April, 1775, and all 
the articles were confirmed by the general 
diet. 

The following note, delivered by the three 
embafladors to the delegates on the 13 th of 
September, 1773* will give the befl: general 

♦ The following paflage in one of my MS. lettersi 
dated fo late as Nov. 13, 1774, will fhew the difficulty of 
fettling with the delegates. 

** The plan for the permanent council continues to be 
** read : it ftill excites continual debates, and morie will 
** arife j but all will be finiflied according to the will of the 
** miniftcrs.'* 

idea 
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idea of the changes made in the conftitution* 
** The courts are fo interefted in the pacifi- 
*' cation of Poland, that, while the treaties 
" are getting ready to be figned and ratified, ' 
*' the minifters cannot lofe any of that valu- 
** able time, fo necefTary for the re-eftablifh*- 
** n>ent of order, and the tranquillity of thifi 
*^ kingdom. We now, therefore, deliver to 
*^ the delegation a part of thofe cardinal laws, 
•^ to the ratification of which our courts will 
** not fufFer any con tradition. 

I. " The crown of Poland fhall be for ever 
** elective, and all order of fucceflion pro- 
** fcribed : any perfon who ihall endeavour to 
** break this law, fhall be declared an enemy 
** to his country, and liable to be punifhed 
** accordingly. 

II. ** Foreign candidates to the throne, be- 
** ing the frequent caufe of troubles and di- 
** vifion, fhall be excluded ; and it fhall be 
** enadted, that, for the future, no perfon can 
** be chofen king of Poland, and great duke 
** of Lithuania, excepting a native Pole, of 
** noble * origin, and poflfeiling land within . 
** the kingdom. The fon, or grandfon, of a 

^^ king of Poland, cannot be eleded imme- 

* That IS, any gentleman. 

'^ diately 
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diately upon the death of their father oi 

grandfather ; nor fhall be eligible, till aftef 

an interval of two reigns. 

IIL '^ The government of Poland fhall be 
*^ for ever free, independent, and of a repub-^ 
** lican form. 

IV. " The true principle of the faid go- 
** vernment confifting in the ft rid: execution 
^* of its laws, and the equilibrium of the three 
** eftates, namely, the king, the fenate, and 
*^ the equeftrian order; a Permanent Council 

(hall- be eftablifhed, in which the executive 

ppwer fhall be vefted. In this council the 
" equeftrian ordel-, hitherto excluded from the 
** admihiftration of affairs in the intervals of 
** the diets, fhall be admitted 5 as fhall be 
** more clearly laid down in the future ar-* 
*^ rangements." 

Thefe arrangements having been carried 
into execution, I fhall make a few remarks 
upon the feveral articles. 

By the iirft, the houfe of Saxony, and ill 
foreign princes, who might be likely to give 
weight to Poland by thfeir hereditary domi- 
nions, are rendered incapable of filling the 
throne. By the fecond, the exclufion of a 
king's fon or grandfon, excepting after an in- 
terval of two reigns, removes the fainteft 

Vol. L G profpedt 
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profpeft of an hereditary fovereignty j. and 
entails upon the kingdom all the evils infepa- 
rable from that moft wretched form of go- 
vernment, an elective monarchy. By the 
third article, the liberum veto, and all the 
exorbitant privileges of the equeftrian order, 
are confirmed in their utmoft latitude ; and 
by the laft, the prerogatives of the crown, 
before too greatly reduced, are ftill farther 
diminifhed, as will more particularly appear 
in the enfuing chapter. 

Before the conclufion of this chapter^ it 
will be proper to mention the fate of the difli- 
dents. Their pretenfions were finally fettled 
between the republic ^nd the mediating 
powers, at the laft meeting of the delegates • 
The catholic party oppofed in fo violent a 
manner the reftoration of their antient privi- 
leges, that, by the confent of the foreign 
courts, they continue excluded from the diet, 
the fenate, and the permanent council. In 
return, however, the difiidents enjoy the free 
exercife of their religjpn ; are permitted to 
have churches without bells ; fchools and fe- 
minaries of their own ; they are capable of 
fitting in the inferior courts of juftice ; and 
in the tribunal, appointed to receive appeak 
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in matters of religion^ three of their eommu- 
nion are admitted as afleflbrsi 

In Gonfequence of this toleration^ the diiS-* 
dents have conftru6ted churches iii different 
parts of the kingdom; one built upon thi8 
occafion by the Lutherans at Warfaw, has 
the following infcription : 

" Has a^es Deo J; O. facras 

*^ Coetus Varfovienfis in Auguft. Confcff* ex 

^* confenfu Staniflai Augufti Regis ct Rei- 

^* publicsB ftruere coepit. Aprilis 241 
*. 1777." 
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C H A P. V. 

Government ef VohLtA.'-^LegiJiatroe authority 

t^jffkff^ h ^^ ^* — Executive power vefkd 
in the permanent counctL^''^AB for the ejiahtifh^ 
ment of that counciL^^Artick L Arrange^ 
ment tf the permanent counciL^-^CmfHtuent 
parts taken from the three ejiatesy the king, 
fenatey and equejhrian order. — EleSlion of the 
members. Prerogatives of the king.-^Lhni" 
tations of his authority. — Primate. — Marjhal 
of the equejlrian order. — Article II. Mode of 
proceeding. — Its five departments. — Foreign 
affairs. — Police. — War. — Juftice. — "The 
Treafury.^-^ Article III. Power and duties. 
^'—Article IV. Limits of its authority. — De^ 
tail of the five departments. 

THE government of Poland is with 
great propriety ftyled a republic, be- 
caufe the king is fo exceedingly limited in his 
prerogative, that he refembles more the chief 
of a commonwrealth, than the fovereign of a 
powerful monarchy. 

The fupreme legiflative authority of this 
republic refides ia the three cftates of the 

realm, 
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realm, the king, fenate, and equeftrian order, 
aflembled in a national diet*. The execu- 
tive power, which was heretofore entrufted to 
the king and fenate, is now, according to the 
new form of government, veiled in the per- 
manent council. 

The ad for the eftabliihment of the per- 
manent council, by the diet of 1775, is thus 
worded. 

Since the former exigence of the council 
ai latus nojirum in the republic is proved froni 
the antient conftitutions which mention it, 
and nominally from the fixth article in the 
confirmation of king Stephen, as well as from 
the conftitutions -f* of 1576, 1590, 1607, 
1 641, 1669, 1677, and of 1678: We there- 
fore eftablifh a national council, ad latus 
nojirumy compofed of the three orders, namely, 
of us the king, the fenate, and of the equef- 
trian order, to ad in the manner prefcribed as 
follows. 

* For an account of the diet, fee th? next chapter* 

t The laws of Poland are called conftitutions, and .arc 

denominated conftitutions of 1576, 1590, &c. as. pafled in 

the diets which aflemWed in thofe years. 



Q X Artic LJ£ 



L. 



86 GOVERNMENT OF POLAND. B.I, 

t 

Article I^ 

Arrangement of the Permanent 

Council. 

J. This council J(ha|l bear the title of 
Supreme Permanent CpuncjL It fhall be. 
<:ompofed of the three eftatejs of the republic, 
namely, of the king, the ferrate, and the 
equeftrian order, which fhall be for eve^ infe- 
parable, excepting during an interregnum, or 
in the king's abfence, for which a provifion is 
hereafter made. 

The firft eftate, the king, as chief of the 
nation, is never changed ; but the other two 
^ftates fhall be elected, every two years, at the 
ordinary diet, by the majority of fecret votes, 
in the foUoAYing manner, 

I . All fenators and minifters are candidates 
of courfe, but the members of the equeftrian 
prder fhall addrefs themfelves to the marfhal 
of the laft diet 3 and, in cafe of his death or 
abfence, to the firft nuntio of the province 
from which the marfhal was taken, three days 
before the diet, either in perfon, or by memo- 
rials figned by themfelves, and feajed with 
their pwn coats of arqis. 



2. 
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2. The marflial of the diet being eleded, 
and all the ceremonies in the chamber of the 
nuntios being properly performed, after the 
junftion of the two houfes according to the 
conftitution of 1768, the lifts of the candi- 
dates ihall be read ; that of the fenators and 
minifters by one of the principal fecretaries ; 
and that of the candidates of the equeftrian 
order by the fecretary of the diet. No perfon 
jfhall be excluded from being a candidate, who 
can prove that he poflefles the neceflary con- 
ditions and qualifications, fuch as are hereafter 
defcribed. And if any perfon fo qualified is 
omitted, the great fecretaries fliall be apfwer- 
able to the fame diet for the omiifion of fetia^ 
tors and minifters, and the marflial of the diet 
for that of the members of the equeftrian 
order ; and if they are convidted of having de- 
fignedly been guilty of the omiflion, they fhall 
be deprived of their charges. 

3. A printed lift of the candidates fhall, 
the fame day, be given to each member of 
the diet, to be taken into confideration. 

4. The enfuing day each member of the 
diet fhall fecretly mark the names of as many 
perfons in the printed lift as are necefTary to 
fill the perma^ent council. This ceremony 
fhall be performed in a corner of the fenate- 

G 4 houfe, 
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houfe. The fenatbrs invited by the gregit 
marflials, or, in their abfence, by thofe whQ 
perforni the office of marfhals, and the nuntiog 
fummoned by the marfhal of the diet, fhall 
receive from the fecretaries the printed lift o( 
the candidates, ftamped with the arrps of the 
republic, fipiilar to that which was diftributed 
the preceding day. With thefe lifts they (hall 
repair in order, one after the other, to a fmall 
table furrpunded with curtains, upon which 
table they ftiall fecretly draw a line under th? 
names of the perlbns whom they favour ; anc^ 
every pne fhall put his lift into ^ vafe ftanding 
upon a taihle in the corner of the hall, which 
vafe ftiall be^ previoufly opened in the fenate- 
Jioufe by the marftial whp is fir|l in rank, ir^ 
prder p flipw that it is empty* The val? 
fhall be provided with three different locks^j 
^he keys whereof fhall be giveq, one to his 
majefly, a fecond to the great marfhal, or tq 
hinpi who flands in his place ; and a third to 
the marfhal of the diet. At the fame time 
nine deputies fhall be chofen, three from the 
lenate by the king, and fix by the marfhal of 
the diet from the equeftrjan order* As fboi^ 
as all the lifts have been delivered, thefe de- 
puties, being fworn, fhall bring the vafe into 
|he middle of the fenate-houfe, and having, in 

the 
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the face of the whole aflembly, opened it with 
the three keys, fhall compare the number of 
lifts with the members of the diet who arQ 
prefent, coimt ^he fuifrages, and the firft in 
rank among the deputies fhall openly proclaim 
the names of thofe whp have the majority. 

5. Each eled:or muft underline in th^ 
printed lift fo many, and fuch perfons as are 
required ; that is, among the perfons eledled 
ftiall be the third of the members in the late 
permanent council, to the number of twelve^^ 
namely, fix from the fenate and miniftry, and 
^s many from the equeftrian order, equally 
phofen from each province. All the lifts, in 
which this rule is not obferved, and in which 
there are mqre or lefs perfons nominated than 
the neceffary number, fhall be confidered as 
null, and be rejed:ed by the deputies. 

6. , Thofe who have the plurality of fufFra- 
ges fhall be admitted into the council ; and it 
is only in cafe of an equal number of votes for 
any candidate or candidates, that the king 
fhall have the cafting voice. 

The neceffary qualifications, which entitle 
a member of the equeftrian order to become a 
candidate for a feat in the council, are to have 
jbelonged to any of the four jurifdidtions of 

the 
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the republic, (of the marfhal, of war, of the 
afleflbrium *, and of the treafury), to have 
been deputy in any tribunal, nuntio of the 
diet, or minifter to a foreign court. Thofe 
who IhaU be elecSed during the diet, before 
they enter upon their office fhall take the fol- 
lowing oath* 

** I do fwear, in the name of the Almighty^ 
** that I will be faithful to you Staniflaus 
** Augufl-us, my gracious mailer, and to the 
^* republic of Poland ; that, in the exercife of 
^* my office as counfeUor of the permanent 
** council, I will execute with zeal all which 
^* the laws relative to the permanent council 
^* ordain ; that I will not fufFer myfelf to be 
** furprifed either by prefents or menaces ; 
" that in giving my advice J will not be 
" biafled by any perfon, but will acS in obe- 
" dience to the laws, and in conformity to 
** juftice will confult the good pf my country ; 
*' that if I fee or know any thing which may 
** be either ferviceable or detrimental to my 
** country, I will faithfully acquaint his^ ma- 
*'jefty, my moft gracious mailer, and hi^ 

* Court of Juftice, having cognizance within a certain 
diftance of the fovereign's place of refidence. See p. 14, 
pote *. 
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*^ permanent council, and will give my fuiFrage 
^* in the manner I think moft likely to pre^ 
•* vent the evil. I will not reveal the fecrets 
*^ which may be entrufted to me by his ma-^ 
^'jefty and his council. And fo help me 
^' God," 

The council fhall be compofed of the fpl-. 
lowing perfons : 

J , The king as chief and prefident. 

2. Three bifhops, among whom the pri- 
mate of his own right fhall prefide during 
two years, but fhall have no feat the two 
fpllowing years. 

3- Nine lay-fenators ; two of whom may 
be eledted ^ithejr ffom l;hp minifler§ or fe- 
ijators. 

4, Four from the mlniflry of the repijblic, 
namely, one from each department ; of thefe 
eighteen members of the fenate, fix mufl be 
taken from each of the three * provinces. 

5. The marfhal of the equeflrian order^ 
^d, in cafe of his death or abfence, the firfl 
counlellor of the equeflrian order, according 
y> the turn of the provinces. 

f <jrefij; Poland, Littk Poland, and Lithuania. 

0. Eighteen 
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6, Eighteen counfellors of the equeftrian 
order, including the m^rflial. 

7. The fecretary of the permanent coun- 
cil ihall be ejeded from the Referendaries *,^ 
and national notaries, &c, 

OF THE PENSIONS. 

The primate, bifhops, and miriifters, en- 
joying very cpnfiderable revenues derived from 
their charges, fhall have no penfions. Lay- 
lenators of the crown, and of Lithuania, fhall 
annually receive each 14,000 florins •f* == 
j^, 3 8 8 . 1 8 J", The marfhal of the equeftrian 
order, as member of the permanent council, 
30,000 florins, =j^. 833, 6^. 8^/. ; and, dur- 
ing his rdfidence at Warfaw, fhall be allowed a 
guard of fifteen men, with an officer, from 
the army of the crown. Each counfellor 
fhall have 14,000 florins per annum, = 
£^. 388. 1 8 J". The fecretary of the council 
fhall receive the fame fum. 

* 

* *' Referendaries arc a kind of maftcrs of Requefts, 
" whofe office is to receive petitions made to the king, 
*' and to give his majefty's anfwer : they have ^ place in 
" any of the king's courts of juftice." Cpnnor's Poland, 
V. II. p. 77. 

t 36 Polifli florins == a pound fterling, 

12 - Explanation 
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t 

ExFi* AN ATioN of the duties and prerogatives 
of the pcrfons who compofe the Permanent 
Council. 

• 

His majefly the king our moft gracioug 
maAer, as chief of the nation, and the firft 
eftate, reprefenting the majefty of the repub- 
lic, fhall, according to ufual praftice, con- 
voke by circular letters, and at the time 
prefcribed by the laws, the ordinary diets; 
he muft always confult the permanent coun- 
cil upon the matters to be laid before thofe 
afiemblies, in the fame manner as he before 
took the advice of the fenate, which from 
henceforth fhall no more be convened. His 
majefty ihall in like manner fummon the ex- 
traordinary diets, either of his own accord, 
or at the inftance of the permanent council, 
which the king cannot refufe if the majority 
demand it. All the laws and conftitutions 
of the diet, decrees, privileges, and pub- 
lic afts, fhall be iflued in the name of the 
king, as it has been hitherto prad:ifed. He 
Aali figa all the difpatches pafTed by order 
of the council, not having it in his power 
to put a negative upon them, if they are 
carried by a majority. He fliall give pub- 
lic 
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lie audience to embafladors and foreign mini- 
fters, to envoys or refidents, fhall treat with 
them, but cannot conclude without com- 
municating the whole to the council, and 
following the advice of the majority. 

The king, on his part, cedes the following 
royal prerogatives : 

I. For the election of bifhops, palatines, 
caftellans, and minifters, the council (hall 
nominate by ballot three candidates, one of 
whom the king (hall appoint to the vacant 
o(fice*. 

^. The power of appointing to all other 
cccle(iaftical and civil Q(fices (hall continue, 
without any diminution, vefted in the king, 
excepting the commiflioners of war, of the 
treafuiy, tho(e in the department of the 
marfhal,^ and in the a(refrorium regni : all 
thefe commi(Eoners were before accuftomed 
to be named by him in the intervals between 
the diets ; but his majefly now con(ents, that 
from henceforth the council (hall eled: three 
candidates, to be prefented in the £une man- 
ner as in the laft-mentioned article rela- 

* The king had before the fole difpoial of thefe offices. 
Seep. 15. 

tivc 
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tive to the nomination of the fenators and 
minifters. 

3. With refpedl to military ranks, his 
riiajefty ihall appoint the captains in the Po- 
liih companies, and the officers of the four 
companies, which are upon the Poliih foot- 
ing and bear his name. Excepting thefe, all 
other military promotions fhall be conferred 
according to feniority. Neverthelefs, his ma- 
jefty may propofe candidates for military pro- 
motion, chofen among the young officers in 
the national fervice, to be fecretly ballotted 
for with that peribn who has the right of 
feniority ; provided, at the fame time, the 
great general delivers to his majefty his re- 
commendation in writing, with his reafons for 
the faid recommendation. 

4. His majefty renounces the right to 
difpofe of the royal demefnes and ftarofties, 
with thi§ claufe, that the proprietors of both 
fexes be continued during their lives in pof-. 
feffion of the faid eftates, which, from this 
prefent time, fhall never be granted to any 
perfon whatfoever, under the appearance of 
recompence or any other pretext; but they 
(hall be employed for the public good, to the 
great advantage of the country, and with 
the confent of the king. 

5. Four 



96 GOVERNMENT OF ?6tANl>. S. l* 

5. Four regiments of guards fhall be re-* 
ftored to the command of the great general, as 
in the time of Auguftus IIL that is, while they 
prefervc the name and rank of guards, they 
do not bind themfelves by any new oath 5 
and with this difference, that whereas for- 
merly the great generals poffefTed alone the 
military power in their hands, at prefent 
they Ihare that power with the conmiittee; 
which committee, as well as the great gene- 
rals, depend, in virtue of the prefent law, 
upon the pern\anent council. In return, the 
king ihall receive an annual fum fufficient 
to keep in pay two thoufand troops, who 
fhall depend folcly upon his majefty; but 
this fum fliall not be included in the addi- 
tional revenues granted to his majefty, in 
compenfation for thofe loft by the difmem- 
berment of the provinces. 

6. Reciprocally, the republic ftipulates on 
its part, once for all, that all the other 
royal prerogatives (thofe excepted which 
the king has gracioufly pleafed to renounce) 
fliall remain in full force, and be for ever in- 
violate* 



THE 
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THE PRIMATEa 

The primate, during his office *, muft at- 
tend the permanent council at leaft fix months 
in the year. The antient laws, which fccure 
the prerogatives of the primate during the 
interregnum, remaining in force, he fhall 
•f-prefide in the council, even fhould it not be 
his turn for fitting in the council. During 
tlie interregnum, the permanent council, keep- 
ing its power and authority, fliall maintain, 
in the ufual forms, the tribunals, and all 
tJie jurifdi(flions of the republic, according 
to the confl:itution of 1768, iil all things 
not contradifted by this new arrangement* 
The primate, during the two years of his 
function, figns his name after the king to 
all the adts of the permanent council ; and, 
in cafe 6f the king's ablence, or during an 
interregnum, he has two J votes, in order 
to decide in cafe of equality of fuifrages. In 
the primate's abfence, the firft fenator in 

* That IS, during the two years in which he fits in 
the council. 

f Namely, as viceroy during the interregnum, 

J TJi&t is, I fuppofe, one vote as ufual, and the cafting 
Vote in cafe of equality. 

Vol. !• H rank. 
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rank, whd is member of the council, fup- 
plies his place* 

THE MARSHAL OF THE EQUESTRIAN 

ORDER. 

The equeftrian order fhall have its marfhal 
in the permanent council, who is the hiA in 
rank among the members of that order* He 
fhall be elected every two years at the ordi-^ 
nary diet by fecret fufFrages, always from each 
of the three provinces by rotation,, according 
to the form, prefcribed for the cledlion of the 
counfellors- No fenator or minifter is capa- 
ble of being ele(fled marfhal unlefs he be- 
fore-hand refigns his charge* 

He fhall take the following oath before 
the fame diet, in the fame manner as the 
jother counfellors*, 

. " I fwear before Almighty God,, that I 
" will be faithful to you Staniflaus Auguflus; 
** my gracious mafler„ and to the republic 
*' of Poland; that in the.exercife of my 
*' office of marfhal of the permanent coun- 
** cil, I will execute with zeal all which ia 
** ordained by the laws eflablifhed by the 
** council ; that in giving my advice, and 
" voting, I will take for the rule of my 
^* conduft the written laws,, and the good 

oi 
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** of my country, from which I vfrHl never 
** fwcrve> neither induced by intreaties, promi- 
** fes, friendihip or hatred, or any other fpecies 
** of corruption or perfonal attachment what- 
** foever 5 that I will never divulge the fecret 
*^ deliberations of the council ^ that I will 
** caft up the votes, and faithfully declare tlie 
** majority of fufFrages, So help me God.'* 

The marfhal of the equeftrian order in the 
permanent council cannot be cbofen marflial 
or nuntio of the next diet, nor be fe-ele<9:ed 
marihal of the permanent council, excepting 
after an interval of four years. 

His office. He, as well as e^h of the 
counfellorsy may remonftrate agamft the ill- 
execution of the kwsy and lay before the coun- 
cil thofe inatters of which it has the cog- 
nizance. It is the duty of the whole coun- 
cil to watch over the fecurity and main-* 
tenance of the eftabliihcd government, and the 
prefent conftitution ; and the marfhal, as well 
as each member, ought to have at heart the pre- 
fervationof the prerogatives of the three eliates ^ 
but ihore particularly the chancellor, who is a 
member of the council, and the marfhal fhall 
take care that the papers ftiall be kept in order^ 
and the infpeftor of the adts and archives of the 
permanent council' fball depend upon the per- 

H 2 xnanent 
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manent council in pleno, .The marfhal, as 
well as each counfellor, may prefent candi- 
dates for fubaltern places in the permanent 
council, who fhall be accepted, if the coun- 
cil is unanimous, and, in cafe of any oppofi- 
tion, fliall be elected by the majority of fuf- 
frages. The marfhal and chancellor fliall 
take care that the faid fubaltems perform 
their duties, recommending to the permanent 
council to reward or punifli them according 
to their defer ts. The marflial diftributes the 
votes to the members of the equeflrian order, 
draws the balls or the billets from the vafe, 
in prefence of two deputies from the fenate 
and two from the equeflrian order, chofen 
by the plurality of voices, counts the num- 
ber of fufFrages, and declares the majority. 
The feal of the permanent council, together 
with the arms of the two^ nations, fhall re- 
main in the pofTeflion of the firfl amoi^ the 
chancellors who are members of the council* 
The marfhal fhall fign next to the king and 
primate, or, in the latter's abfence, next to 
the fenior fenator, all the ads and refolu- 
tions of the permanent council, and fhall the 
fame day difpatch each adt to its refpedive 
department. At the ordinary diet he fhall 
take his feit at the left hand of the mar- 
fhal of the diet, and after his jufHiication he 

fliall 
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j8iall depart from the affembly, together with 
all the members of the equeftrian order in the 
late council. If he exceeds his power, the 
permanent council may cite him, as well as 
each counfellor, before the tribunal of the diet, 
according to the form prefcribed by law. 

THE SECRETARY OF THE COUNCIL. 

He can only give his opinion, but has no 
vote in the council. He fhall deliver gratis 
to the petitioners the refolutions and anfwers 
of the permanent council, and fhall coun- 
terfign all the difpatches. He fhall receive 
from the fecretaries of the departments (who 
fhall depend upon him as far as relates to 
reports which are to be delivered) the re- 
ports of all that pafTes in the fittings of the 
different departments, and what is inferted 
in the regiflers ; he fhall acquaint the per- 
manent council with the contents, and fhall 
form a regifler of all the operations accord- 
ing to the deqifion of the diet. He fhall be 
obliged to report to the permanent council 
every thing that comes to his knowledge, 
which may be either advantageous or detri- 
mental to the republic. During his abfence, 
the permanent council fhall eleft, by a ma- 
jority of fuifrages, another perfon, who fhall 

. H 3 perform 
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perform the duties of his office until ho 
returns. The archivift fhall be clcdted ia 
the permanent council by the majority of 
fufFrages, in the fame manner as the above^ 
mentioned fubalterns, and he fhall be inform* 
ed of all by the fecretary. The extrads, as 
well from the archives of the permanent coun- 
cil, as from the departments which appertain 
to the council, Ihall be delivered gratis. 

The fecretary fhall take an oath, fimilar 
to the foregoing one, with the addition of 
the following claufe : ^^ 1 fwear that I will 
** not entrufl, or give to any perfon, the 
** papers which are configned to ine^^ without 
** the permifTion of the council/' 

The infligators * of the - two nations ^f 
(their ancient duties remaining in force) fhaU 
depend upon the permanent council, and fhall 
not make their appearance in it without bping 
fummoned. They fhall take the ufual oath, 
with the addition of the following claufe; 
*^ We fwear that w? will not abandon any 

perfon for prayers, threats, promifes, or 

perfonal confideration, nor indidt but at 
*/ the infbnce of the permanent council." 

♦ Officers of the crown who profecute in ctfes of hi^b 
treafpn. 

t Ppland and Lithuania, 

The 
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The nomination of the lecretaries for the 
departments, the keeper of the archives, and 
icribes (all of whom mufl: fee natives and no- 
blcs) as well as the appointment of their duties, 
^ail depend upon the peonaneat counciL 

THE INTERPRETERS, 

There fhallhe twofbrth^ Eaiftern languages, 
^nd one for the Ruffian tongue : they fhall de- 
pend upon the permanent council, and particu- 
larly upon the department for foreign affairs . 

The members of the permanent council 
iliall not be exempted from appearing in the 
courts of juftice, &c. 

If, in criminal affairs, a counfeHor incurs any 
punifhmcnt, he fhall fubmit to it according to 
the laws and the nature of the crime, without 
deriving any benefit from his office, &c, 

■ 

Article IL 

arrangement, division, and mode of 
PROCEDURE in the permanent council. 

The Permanent Council is divided into 
five djepartments. 

I. For foreign affairs. 
2- Police, 

3. War. 

4. Juftice, * 

5. Treafury. 

H 4 In 
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In the department for foreign affairs thpre 
Ihall be only four members, and eight in 
each of the other departments, amounting 
in all to thirty-fix perfons. The election 
of thefe members fhall be made by the perr 
manent council affembled in a body, either 
unanimoufly, or by a majority of open fufFra- 
ges. The prefence of three perfons in each 
department fhall be deemed fufEcient to pro- 
ceed upon bufinefs. The miniflers * (who 
are of the council) fhall prefide in the depart- 
ments belonging to their refpeftive charges,, 
and if any accufation fhall be brought againfl 
them, they fhall retire from the permar^ent 
council, not having a vote in fuch cafes. 

The members of each department fhall 
receive the memorials and reports which con- 
cern their refpedive departments : having ex- 
amined and' made extrafts, they fhall add their 
own opinion upon each matter, and fhall 
then lay the whole before the permanent 
council for its final decifion. 

In the department, when there fhall hap- 
pen to be no minifler, the fenior fenator fhall 

* Namely, one of the great treafurers in the department 
of the treafuryj one of the great generals in that of war, 
&c. 
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prcfide. Each prefident has, befide his coni'r 
mon vote, a cafting voice, in cafe of an 
equality of fufFrages. In all the departments, 
as well as in the council in p/eno, the loweft 
membqr in rank fhall give the firft vote« 

The council fhall affemble in plena, as 
often ^s neceffity requires, in prefence of the 
king, vihtn he is pleafed to be prefent ; and 
in his majefty's abfence, the primate during 
his turn fhall prefide ; and in his abfence, the 
firfl fenator. 

The king fhall firfl propofe whatever he 
thinks proper, and the queflion fhall be der- 
jcided, if not unanimoufly, by a plurality of 
voices. In all cafes, when the king is :not 
prefent, the primate, or, in his abfence, the 
lirfl in rank, fhall have the power of propof- 
ing. Afterwards, the marfhal of the equef- 
trian order, and then each counfellor, fhall 
fucceflively have the liberty of propofing. 
Then the fecretary.of the council fhall read 
the regiflers of the five departments, that the 
affairs which they treat may he finally decid- 
ed by the permanent council in pleno^ or re- 
turned to the department from which it was 
delivered for more exad: information. When 

fhe king is npt prefent in the council, the 

firfl 
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firft fenator and the marflial of the equeftrian 
order fhall, in the name of the council, make 
reports of the affairs in agitation to the king. 
The king, having received them, flball, if he 
pleafes, give his tWo votes in writing, which 
ihall be as valid as if he had been prefent. 
If the king gives no vote before the next 
meeting, the queftion fhall he decided by the 
majority ; and, in cafe of an equality, the firft 
in rank who prefides in the council (hall have 
the cafling voice* 

If the king is abfent from Warfaw with 
the permifHon of the council, the council 
liiufl repair to the place where he refides ; 
hut if his majefly quits Warfaw of his own 
accord, the eleftion of the candidates, and 
the diflribution of the charges, fhall be fuf- 
pended two months ; at the expiration of 
which term, one of the members of the de- 
partment for foreign affairs fhall attend his 
majefly, to the end that a correfpondence be 
preferved between the king and the council. 

The memorials, in all public matters cog- 
nizable by the council, may be prefented to 
any member of the council, or even to the 
fecretary : but in all private affairs equally 
cognizable by the council, the memorials 

mufl 
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muft be prefented by thofe perfons whom 
they concern, The member who prefents a 
piemorial, having firft figned it, fhall fend it 
to the fecretary of the council, arid the latter, 
having made extracts from it, fhall read thcn^ 
to the council at the next meeting, bringing 
with him, however, the original to be exa-f 
mined in cafe of neceflity. But if the coun-» 
fcllor, who fends a- memorial to the fecretary, 
perceives it to be of fuch great importance 
as to deferve the infpeftion of the council, he 
fhall add after his name the following words, 
^* This memorial admits nq delay/' But 
fhould a memorial be of fuch a nature as to 
require fecrecy, and to be laid before the 
council in the firfl refort, then the counfellor, 
to whom it has been given, fhalj himfelf, 
without fending it to the fecretary, lay it 
before the council. In all queflions, if the 
members of the council are not unanimous, 
the iirfl in order, whoever he be, marfhal, , 
minifler, or member of the council, fhall dif- 
tribute, in the manner above-mentioned, the 
votes to the fenators, and the marfhal of the 
equeflrian order to the perfons of that order, 
and the majority fhall be coUefted with the 
greatefl exadlnefs. The majority may be 
afcertained by two modes of decifion ; either 

by 
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by fecret, or by open votes, when the perfon 
who aflents, faying, ** / permit^'' the fuf- 
frages fhall be infcribed in the regifter by each 
voter, .The Turnus can never be employed 
in pleno^ ejccepting the menibers of the coun- 
cil are fifteen in number; and before the 
turnu§ is juad^s ufe of^ the perfon who lays 
any propofition before the council ought to 
afk the members if they confent ; the anfwer^ 
that they confent, or filence, announces una- 
nimity ; but if any member fliould oppofe, 
and demand the turpus, then they fhall pro- 
ceed to open voting. 

Each proppfition may be the fubjedt of 
deliberation during three days j but if any 
one member objedts to that delay, he may 
propofe to determine by ballot, whether the 
affair fhall be taken into confideration, or be 
immediately decided. 

The turnus, once begun, fhall be continued 
without interruption until the fubjeft in agi- 
tation fhall be finally decided, &c. In all 
quefUons, the decifion by ballot may be in- 
fifled on by any one member, but it mufl 
be ufed in the following points, 

I . In eleftion of vacant offices referved to 
the couiicil. 

2, In 
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2, In extraordinary expences iflucd by the 
treafury of the republic, not warranted by 
law. 

3. In matters of high treafon, ftate crimes, 
difturbance of the public tranquillity, and 
conventicles contrary to law* 

The votes by ballot fhall be collected with 
the greateft precaution and fidelity, and with 
every mark of neceffary folemnity. For this 
purpofe, a table fhall ftand in the middle 
of the apartment, furrounded with curtains 
about the height of a mail, which may be 
drawn and undrawh to admit the counfel- 
lors ; upon this table fhall be placed a vafe, 
having two openings with infcriptions affir- 
mative and negative, into which the balls 
fhall be put ; thefe openings fhall be only big 
enough to admit the balls, and not to receive 
the whole hand. The vafe fhall be alfo clof - 
ed with a lock, the key whereof fhall be 
placed upon the council table until all the 
members liave given their fuffrages, and the 
balls are to be counted. The vafe being 
opened, the marfhal minifler, and the marfhal 
of the equeflrian order, fhall firfl hold it up 
and invert it to fhew that it is empty ; after 
which, it fhall be fealed by the two mar- 
fhals, and covered with the curtains . Next, 

the 
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the fecretary ihall diftribute ivory balls to all 
who' have a vote in the council ; and every 
member, according to his rank, fhall ap- 
proach the taWe, and, firft holding up his 
hznd to {hew that he has but one ball, fhall 
put it into one of the openings, permitting^ 
or not permitting^ as he fhall think proper, 
and according to his confcicncc ^ and in this 
manner he cannot fee how the others give 
ijieir votes, nor be feen himfelf^ . If there arc 
many candidate^,, the fecretary fhall diflribute 
to each member bilkts, all written in the 
fanae hand, containing the names and fur- 
nam^s of the candidates > each member fhall 
then put into the vafe the billet containing 
idle names and furnames of the candidates 
whom he favours, and fhall burn the other 
billctSy a candle being ready for that purpofe. 
In cafe of equality of fufFrages, the king has 
the cafling vote; and, to the end that each 
jpaember may folicit the vacant charges in the 
gift of the permanent council, they may all 
propofe themfelves, as well as recommend 
others,, giving in their petition to that pur- 
pofe in writing. The fecret balloting being 
finifhed, the marfhal of the equeflrian order,., 
^iid the marfhal minifler, fhall break each 
his feal and open the vafe 5 and then, in con- 

jund:ion 
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junction with the two deputies from the fenate 
and two from the equeftrian order, fhall de-^ 
clare the. number of balls or billets. After 
which, the marfhal of the equeftrian ord^r 
<hall read aloud the names of the Candida tes> 
and the number of votes in favour of each 
candidate,, and fhall declare for whom is the 
majority, which the fecretary fhall imme* 
diately regifler. 

The king has the privilege of convening 
an afJembly of the permanent council ; and, 
in his abfence, the firfl: in rank ; neither of 
whom can refufe to fummon a meeting upon 
the requeft of any one member, rcprefenting 
the neceflity of difcuffing an affair of great 
importance. Each member of the council 
has the Eberty of delivering his opinion in 
a decent manner; but whenever any affair, 
relative to any member, is in agitation, that 
member fhall have no vote. 

Two perfons of the fame family, and even 
of the feme furname, cannot be elecSed into 
the council, at the fame time, as members^ 
of the fame eflate, namely, two fenators, 
©r two perfons of the equeflfian order ; but 
only one perfon for each eflate. 

All the decrees of the permanent council 
fhall be iflued in the name of the king, vBth-* 

8 out 
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out any payment for the affixing of the feal^ 
in the following manner: " We the king, 
*• with the advice of the permanent council." 

In order to prevent too frequent interrup-* 
tions, no member of the council fhall be abfeni 
more than fix months in the year, either at 
one or at different intervals, but with the 
confent of the permanent council granted by 
the majority. The members who exceed their 
leave of abfence fliall lofe a proportionate part 
of their falary ; the fame fhall be underftood 
of thofe who, being at Warfaw, do not at- 
tend the fittings of the council^ excepting, 
in both cafes, perfons employed in other pub- 
lic offices, or thofe who produce proof of 
ficknefs. The dedudion of the falaries from 
the abfent members fhall, at the end of the 
year, be divided among thofe who have af- 
fiduoufly performed their duty. 

The members of the permanent council 
cannot be fent beyond the frontiers as mi- 
niilers to foreign courts : a perfon may decline 
being elefted a member ; but, when once ad- 
mitted, he cannot refign upon any pretext. 

At each ordinary diet, when the council 
expires, a third of the members of the lafl 
permanent council, namely fix from the fena- 
tors, and the fame number from the equef- 

trian 
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trian order, fliall be continued, by ballot^ 
monb'ers for the following years ; and this is 
done to the end that the council may always 
contain perforis experienced in bufinefs. 

At the next ordinary diet, a particular 
place in the fenate-houfe fhall be aifigned ta 
the council, to anfwer any complaints which 
may be brought againft it, and to receive a 
•public teftimony to be inferted in the con- 
ftitutions of the diet ; either that the diet re- 
ceived no complaints againft the permanent 
council ; or that, having received them, they 
were proved upon examination to be ill-found- 
ed ; or that, having acknowledged their va- 
lidity, juftice was accordingly inflidted. The 
fenators and minifters in the council fhall 
have their ufual places in the fenate. In the 
ordinary diets, the counfellors of the equef- 
trian order fhall fit next to the minifters. 
None of the counfellors, either fenators, mi- 
nifters, or thofe of the equeftrian order, fhall 
be prefent at the dietines, or at the opening 
of the tribunals. No counfellors fhall accept 
any other public charges than thofe which 
appertain to their office. No member of 
the council fhall oppofe the fignature of pri- 
vileges, refolutions, or afts decided by the 
majority ; and if either the king, the fenior 

Vol. I. I fenator. 
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f^atof ^ or the marfhal, ifcotild refuie to fign» 
iii that caie, each member ifaall fubfcribe for 
hiffilHf^ and the name« of ttite majority fliall 
render the aft valid. In cafe of death, the 
vacancy fliall be filled up within the fpace of 
ten weeks by ballot, in the maner above- 
mentioned. If the deceafcd be a bifliop or 
Ifly-fenator^ his fucceflbr fliall be taken from, 
the bifliops or lay-fenators ; if a minifter, from 
the boards tof the iaid minifter's office ; if a. 
peribn of the eqUefl:rian order, either from, 
the candidates prefented at thelafl: diet, oc: 
firom thoJfe propofed upon this occafion*. 

Article III. 

lOWERy AUTHORIXrV, AND DtmiM OF 
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL.. 

I. Without enjoying the leafl: auAority,. 
legiflatire or judicial, the council orders th& 
execution of Ae kws ; and,, being the center 
cf public aflairs, as well foreign as de&ieflic,. 
is bound to determine according to the law^ 
of its prefent eftablifllment« 

2^ It fliall iflue aflignments for the paymenlt 
of fuiiis referred to the public treafiny, and 
fpecified in the general table of expences? 
improvidtd for in cactraordiaary circumftahces ji 

and 



and the members of the council cannot^ dur- 
ing the holding of their office, partake of the 
laid affignments* 

3. It ihall rec^ve all proJe(3:s ben,eiicial ta 
the ftate, decide upon the admiffion of thofe 
which are confbnant to law, and muft lay 
thoie which fippear advantageous, but which 
have not the fanftion of law, before the firft 
diet, for the determinatioa of the ftates. 

4* It fhall form plans for th^ reformat^ 
of th$ laws, and fhall preient theipx before the 
next diet : it fhall franje a new code of la^s, 
public, pivil, and criminal, to be s^pproy^ by 
the diet. 

5 . It fhall fend embafladors and n^nifters 
to foreign courts from the pcrfons nominated 
by the l^ing. The permanent council fhall 
give t^ix^ the neceflary inilru(fHon$, excepting 
ia aU cf^fes referved for tfee di^t» 

6^ The p^n^anent council fhall appoint, 
by ballot, m the manner ^bove-CRcntioncd, 
t^ree can4i4^tes for the vacant charges, ex- 
c^t^ng thof^ which are in the king's gift, or 
zf% chq^n by the nob^i^ iq the Palati- 

7. Jt ih&U take the mpft effe^li;^! methods 

to pre&rve the ajlianp^ an4 tf^ti^ pf the re? 

fi^WiPi, 

I 2 Article 
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Article IV. 



LIMITS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL'S 

AUTHORITY, 



The council has no power in all matters 
refefved to the ftates affembled in diet, and 
can enadt nothing contrary to any liberties^ 
and prerogatives juftly conferred. It muft 
not ufurp to itfelf the legiflative or judicial 
authority, nor in any degree take into confi- 
deration thofc affairs whofe decifion is re- 
ferved to the diet alone. If the council 
fhould exceed its power, the members fliall 
be liable to be cited and tried at the diet for 
high treafbn, and, if guilty, to be puniflied 
according to the antient laws eftabliflied upon 
this article. The permanent council fhall 
remain in full authority for two years with- 
out interruption, even fhould one or more ex- 
traordinary diets interfere ; and at the ordinary 
diet until a new council fhall be eledted in its 
place, according to the prefcribed form : then 
the antient council fhall lay before the diet 
the fituation of affairs, and give an account of 
its whole adminiflration. The permanent 
council can only ad accgrding to the laws in. 

being. 
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being, or carry the faid laws into execution. 
In all cafes, not exprefsly mentioned by the 
laws, the permanent council cannot decide; 
but in all fuch circumftances it may prepare 
any propofals for new Jaw$, and publifh them 
in the circular letters for the convocation of 
the diet. 

Department I. Of foreign affairs in the 

Permanent Council. 

The department of foreign affairs fhall be 
compofed of four members, amongfl whom 
Ihall be one from the duchy of Lithuania, 
one of the chancellors, and two counfellors of 
the equeflrian order. To thefe fhall be added 
one of the national fecretaries, who fhall hav? 
no vote:- he fhall infpedt and expedite all 
foreign affairs, and fhall take the ufual oath> 
&c. 

This department fhall affemble as occafion 
may require. When the king is not prefent, 
a chancellor fhall prefide -, and, in the latter's 
abfence, the firfl fenator. The national fe- 
cretary fhall make a report of all the letters 
dire<5ted to him, and, if required, fhall lay 
them before the members of the faid depart- 
ment : he fhall not fend any anfwers without 

I 3 their 
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their a{^tt)bifion. He ftiall treads ^ ^^eet- 
ings the letters afid memorials to the depart- 
ment, which ihall deliberate upoft die aiifwers : 
he fhall wfite down the refoki«I(>ns, ^hdifliall 
expedite the di^atches accordingly. Ih all 
cafes of public inon^nt, inch as leftft-s from 
the king to foreign courts, ftate affairs which 
require any explanation, memorials and decla- 
rations, the department fliall draw them up, 
and lay them before the council in pleno^ for 
its determination . Whenever any information 
is to be given to the Polifli minifters at foreign 
courts in the ordinary ccurfe of affairs, -the 
prefiderit of this department, having fitft heard 
the obfervations of each member, fliall form 
the fefult. All inftruftidtts for foreign - mi- 
nifters, fliall be firft drawn up in this^ep4#t- 
iiient, and then prefented ' to the pfefroaiifirtt 
council for its decifion. If any mtorfjeref 
this department dies, the permanent council 
fliall, without delay, ele<5l cme of its coun- 
fellors in his place. The fecretary of this 
dfepartment (ball be nominit«i by the kmg 
from the national feCretaries, Or notaries. Ifc 
fliall maintain the cofrefpondence with the 
foreign minifters of the republic, andtohmi 
fliall be addrefled all letters and memdrfals. 
In the fame fiiaftiier as -die fecretary, die 

fubalterns 
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fubalteras in th^s dcpartinent fhall bp choiai 
by the king. 



TMENT IL OMiimittoc of the mar- 
fhals of Poland and Lithuaim. 



I . The -great marfhds ihall ad according 
to the cpnftitution of 1768, reftrainjiijg, how- 
ever, the affociation pf the aflefTGsrs ♦ jin the 
following cafes. — In crinpdnal aflFairs.-sr-In all 
taxes -f* upon prpvifions and merc^iandize 
only in jthe place of the king's Kfidenpe, ex- 
cepting com, ^nd the pro^udions belonging 
to the nobility.-r-In all cafes of debt or bor- 
rowings, only ex vi infer ipti fori^ when one of 
^e parties appeals from the iirft inftaflice, and 
the fum exceeds 500 florins = j^. 1 3. 17/. ,gd^ 
tf— All appeals from the firft inftance, relative 

■* Before 1768, the great marflials were fale judges in 
all criminal caufes cognizable by their tribunals : but in the 
diet of 1768 the following claufe ena6ts, that " fix afleflbrs 
** (hall be added to die jurifdiftion of the great marfhal : 
^^ they &all be ek£led in each ordinary diet ; they ihall 
^^ judge all caufes in conjun(%on with the great ouuihal : 
<* and (hajl decide by the majority." 

+ The great marlhal iifed before, of his own authority, 
to impofe prices on merchants wares, who generally made 
him great preftnts and bribes to augment their .prpfit* 
Connor's Hiftpry of Poland, v. II. p. 69. 

I 4 to 
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to the non-payment of taxes, fhall be brought 
before the tribunal of the marflial with his 
afleflbrs, in the prefence of the judge or the 
notary, neither of whom fhall have a vptc. 
In this and fimilar cafes of appeal, the opinion 
Ihall be given openly, and then finally decided 
by ballot. 

2. The committee of the marfhals fhall be 
compofed of the great and little marfhals (or 
of their colleagues the marfhals of the crown), 
of two fenators, and four perfons of the 
equeflrian order. Thefe fix afTeffors fhall be 
chofen at the ordinary diet, according to the 
form above prefcribed for the eledtion of the 
members of the permanent council. 

J. The marfhals fhall be bound to fix 
months refidence near his majefly, and each 
of the aflfefTors to four months, to the end 
that there may always be the complete num- 
ber of five perfons, including the marfhals, 
requifite to form a fitting, 

4. No member of this committee can he 
eledted a nuntio for the next diet; but the 
nuntios may be appointed members of this 
committee by ballot, and half of the antient 
afTefTors, both fenators and nobles of the 
equeflrian order, may be continued in their 
office for the two following years. 

5, Solely 
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5. Solely in the cafes of denegati judicii et 
corruptionis judictSy perjurii et opprejjionis civis 
liberty complaints againft the decifions of this 
committee can be brought before the perma- 
nent council ; and caufes of this nature fhall 
be tried by the permanent council, in the 
manner prelcribed by the law concerning the 
denegatum judicium^ et corruptionem judicis et 
perjurtum. 

6. Each month the great marfhal fhall lay 
before the permanent council the report of 
his decifions, made in conjunction with the 
afleffors. 

7. In cafe the marfhal fhould difobey the 
. Jaws in any of thefe articles, the permanent 

council may remonflrate i and if he perfifls in 
infringing them, he fhall be liable to be cited 
before the diet as guilty of high treafbn. 

8. In all other points, not contrary to 
thefe articles, the antient prerogatives of the 
marfhals fhall continue in force* 

Department of the Police in the 

Permanent Council. 

!• When the great marfhal fhall be a 
member of the permanent council, he fhafU 
prcfide in the department of the police 5 and 

in 
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in his abdfencc the iirft fenior in rank, who is 
member of the faid department. 

2. If any complaints fliall be urged againft 
the great or little marihals, for non-perform»- 
ance of the duties fpecified in the articles of 
the " committee of marfhals and their de- 
" pendence on the permanent council," - the 
plaintiffs, if members of the council^ fhall not 
be prefent at the refolutions paffed under fuch 
cxrcuraftances. 

3* If this department ihall have occafion 
for the r^ifter of the committee of marfhals, 
it fhall be communicated. 

Department III. The Great Generals ct 

the Two Nations, 

s 

I. Beiide the troops, commanded by the 
marfhal« of dhe two nations, and by the trpa- 
furers, Jftationed at Warjfaw^ there may be 
quartered in that capital 3,000 foldiers, naine- 
ly, 2,000 from the army of the crown, and 
1,000 from that of Lithuania. The difci- 
pline of the Lithuanian corps ftiall depend 
upon the great general of Lithuania 5 the chief 
command fhall devolve .upon the;great general 
of the crown. If the king fJiall refide in 
Lithuania, a proportionate number of troops 

from 
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from the acrmy of the crown fhall be ftationed 
in *diat duchy, in the fame manner as the 
Lithuanian corps is quartered at Warfaw with 
the crown foldiers. The great generals fhall 
be obliged to change the garrifon of Warfaw 
at the re^uefl of the permanent council. 

2. When "the great generals fhall find it 
expedient to raife new fortifications, they fhall 
prefent the plan to the permanent council,, 
and the latter to the diet. 

3. The permanent council fhall make 
known to the great general, when he fhould 
order the abfentees to rejoin their regiments. 

4. The permanent council, in concert with 

the great generals, fhall regulate the number 

of foldiers to be fumifhed by the regiments 

for the purpofe of making high roads, cleanf- 

ing rivers, and other public works, a repre- 

fentation being previoufly made, and a plan 

prefcribed, by the commiffioners of the trea- 

fury : it fhall in the fame manner fix the pay 

of the faid foldiers, to be affigned from the 

public fund deflined for extraordinary cafes, 

with this exception, that the troops fhall be 

exempted from fuch fervices, during the 

months in which they are excrcifed or en^ 

camped* 

5. In 
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5. In cafe the great generals fhould ad 
counter to thefe articles, the permanent coun- 
cil fhall firft remonftrate, and if that fhould 
have no efFedl, may accufe them of high trea- 
fon before the diet ; if, during the intervals of 
the ordinary diet, it fhould be thought ne- 
ceffary to call them to account^ the permanent 
council fhall afTemble an extraordinary diet 
for that purpofe. 

6. The lift of extraordinary expences fhall 
be communicated, by the great generals, to 
the permanent council, before it is laid before 
the ordinary diet. 

7. The difcipline, fubordination, cxercife, 
and clothing of the troops, the appointment 
of the fpots for the encampment of the di- 
vifions, (with this provifo, that never more 
than one divifion fhall encamp in the fame 
place) in a word, the chief command of the 
troops fhall be vefled in the great generals. 

8. The nomination and creation of the 
officers and fubalterns, belonging to the com- 
mittee of war, fhall refide in the great ge- 
nerals. 

9. In other points, the generals retain all 
their antient rights and privileges, not contra* 
difted by thefe articles. 

Explanation 
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Explanation and Changes of the Con- 
ftitution of 1768, relative to the Com- 
mittee of War of both nations. 

1 . The committee of war fhall be compofed 
of fix commiffioners, as enjoined by the diet 
of I768, one half to be taken from perfons 
in the civil line, and the remainder from offi- 
cers not employed. Among the three mili- 
tary commiffioners fhall be included of courfe 
the generals of the artillery, but vnthout re- 
ceiving the fakry of commiffioners. Three 
commiffioners are fufficient to make a board ; 
and if only two fhould meet, then the nota- 
ries of the committee of war of the crown 
fhall afTume the place of the abfent com- 
miffioner, and have a vote ; but when there is 
a requifite number, then the notaries fhall 
only have a deliberative voice. 

2. This committee of war fhall keep in 
order, and have the diredion of, the military 
archives. 

3 . Twice a year it fhall receive the reports 
of the troops relative to the difcharge of their 
pay, and fhall fend them to the permanent 
council. 

4. Since 
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4. Since the troops cannot fubfift without 
pay, nor fuffer the leaft deUy in that article, 
it is ena<fted, once for all, that thq qomnuttce 
of the treafury fhall be obliged to employ, for 
the payment of the faid troops, the firft money 
which it receives, and which fliall be regularly 
delivered to the troops every year on the ift (^ 
April and the ift of (Mtober. If it happens 
that this payment fhall not be made at thefe 
itipulated tinges, the great general and the 
council of war fhall be bound to acquaint 
the pernunent council with this delay; and 
the permanent council ihall immediately au<« 
thorize the great general and the council of 
war to procure the furos deftined for ^e pfty 
of the troops* 

5. The committee of war (hall have the 
care of the military cheft, and ihall pay all 
the troops according to the eftablifhed calcu- 
lation. The cheft <hall be provided with 
three keys } one whereof fliall be kept by the 
great general, or, in his abfcnce, by the prefix* 
dent of the council of war ; the fecond by one 
of the commiffioners of vmr i and tho third 
by the caOiier. 

6. The aHnmidionert of war ihall jud^, 
as v^U all caufes between foldiers accprdn^ 
to the military articles^ as all procefles brought 

10 by 
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by the citizens againft a fbldfer in his military 
capacity : but in caie a ioldier in his military 
capacity fhould aggrieve a citi2«n, then the 
plaintiff ihall apply to the commander for 
fsedrefs ; and if he obtains nc^ie^ he may cite 
him before the court of juftice of the place 
where the afiault was ccmunitted^ referving 
the appeal to the committee of war, 

7. No member of the J^id committee can 
1^ capable of being elefted nuntio at the next 
diet> but the commiffioners may be taken 
from the nuntios of the diet^ or from other 
nobles^ promifcuoufly. A third part of the 
ccMnmiflioners may be continued for the next 
two years, if they have the plurality of ballots 
in their favour* The £ime holds good in 
refpeft to the fenators: and thofb, who are 
Aus confirmed in their feats for two more 
years, cannot be eledted the third time for the 
two next yearsv 

8. In other points, not contradidory tty 
theie articles,; the committee of war of both 
nations are maintained in their antient rights,. 

Establishment of the Military Department 
in the Permanent Councils 

1^ The military department in the perma-- 
»cnt councfl IhaH receive, twice a year, fronx 

the 
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the great general, the lift of the army, to be 
examined and inferted in the adts. 

2. The great general, having a feat in the 
council, fliall prefide in the military depart- 
ment, or, in his abfence, the fcnior of the 
laid department. 

3. If any complaints fhall be urged againft 
the great or little generals, for not fulfilling 
the articles prefcribed under the title of 
^* The great generals of both nations," the 
accufed, if members of the permanent coun- 
cil, fliall not be prefent at the difcuilion of 
the f^id complaints. 

Department IV. The Great Chancellors 

of both Nations. 

1 . Each great chancellor, or his colleague 
the vice-chancellor occupying his place, fliall 
have a committee compofed of two fenators, 
and four perfbns 6f the equeftrian order, to 
be chofen during the fitting of the diet by' 
l)allot, according to the form prefcribed in 
the permanent council, &c. 

2. Each of thofe minifters fliall be bound 
to at leaft fix months refidence at Warfaw, 
upon the aflignment of lalaries, and each 
commiffioner or affeflbr to at leaft four 

months i 
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months ; that the requifite number of three 
perfons, including the great chancellor, or 
vice-chancellor, may be prefent at each meet- 
ing. Thefe afleflbrs fhall receive each 6,000 
ilorin? per annum, =^* i66* 13^"* 4^. and 
thefe falaries fhall be divided between the 
afleflbrs whp attend* 

3. No member of the equeflrian order in 
this committee can be eledled nuntio of the 
next diet, &c. 

4. Every month the chancellors ihall fend 
to the permanent council a lift of all the pri- 
vileges which have paflcd the feal. 

5. The feals fhall remain in the hands of 
the great and vice-chancellors. The chan- 
cellor and vice-chancellor of the crown fhall 
leal, as before, the privileges referved to the 
king; and thofe of Lithuania fhall, in the 
fame manner, feal the privileges of that duchy, 
&c. 

6. The great chancellors and vice-chan- 
cellors, in cafe of non-compliance with any 
of thefe articles, fhall be liable to be cited 
by the permanent council before the diet* 

7. In all other points the chancellors are 
maintained in their antient privileges, not 
contradidory to thefe articles juft enume- 
rated. 

Vol. t K Depart- 
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Department V. Great Treafurers of both 

Nations. 

1 . The department of the treafury, com- 
pofed of members of the permanent council, 
Ihall receive from the committee of the trea- 
fury of the crown the lifts of the ordinary ex- 
pences, &c. and fhall take care that the re- 
ceipts and expenditures are authorized by the 
laws. 

2. Every month the great treafurer of the 
crown, and the great treafurer of Lithuania, 
ihall fend a report of all the tranfadtions of 
this department to the permanent council, 
&c. 

3. Whenever one or both the great trea- 
furers are eleiStcd members of the permanent 
council, the firft in rank fliair prefide in this 
department, compofed of the members of the 
permanent council. 

4. The commiffioners of the treafury fhall 
receive, and, upon proper deliberation, admit 
or reject all memorials and plans relative to 
commerce, the augmentation of the revenues, 
the eftablifliment of manufactures, cleanfing 
rivers,- cutting canals, forming harbours^ 
making bridges and high roads, erecting 

buildings. 



r 



C. 5. PERMANENT COUNCIL* I3I 

buildings, and all other public works, &c» 
always under the controul of the permanent 
council. 

5. The commiffioners of the two nations 
/hall pay from the public funds, deftined for 
that purpofe, the extraordinary expences and 
gratifications, in compliance with the refolu- 
tions of the permanent council in plena ^ &c. 

6. The clerks in the committees of the 
treafury of both nations fhall provide for 
themfelves proper lecurities. The appoint- 
ment of thefe clerks fhall belong to the great 
treafurer j but the examination of their qua- 
lifications, the approbation or rejection of their 
fecurities, fhall wholly refl with the committee. 
The qualifications are, 

1 . That they are gentlemen, 

2. That they find proper fecurities. 

3. That their characters are not infa- 

mous. 

4. That they are able to write. 

5. That they are able to cafl accounts. 
In cafe thefe clerks fhould difcover any noto- 
rious incapacity, the committee fhall have 
it in their power to deprive them of their 
charges. 

7. All the writings, decrees, and circular 
letters, iffued by the committee, fhall be figned 

K 2 by 
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by the treafurers alone *, or, in their abfence, 
by the firft in rank. In cafe the treafurers 
refufe to put the feal to any refolutions pafled 
by the committees, it fhall be efteemcd valid, 
if figned by the firft in rank next to the trea- 
furer, even in the prefence of the latter ; and 
complaints may be urged againft the treafu- 
rer, for refufing to fign fuch refolutions. 

8. If the great treafurers remove from the 
place where the committees afTemble, they 
fhall be accompanied in their route by fifteen 
of the treafury troops, provided that no extra- 
ordinary expence on that account be incurred 
by the treafury, and that no damage be fuffer- 
cd by the inhabitants. 

9. The troops of the committee of the 
treafury fhall continue in the fame obedience 
to the great treafurer, and the committee, as 
enjoined by the diet of 1768 ; and if any of 
the officers, appointed by the king's patent, 
fhall deferve punifhment, he fhall be judged 
by a court-martial, compofed of the ojSicers 
of the fame corps, according to the military 
articles, and the fentence fhall be fent to the 
committee of war. The nunxber of this 
corps fhall not exceed 500 men> and the fum 
appropriated for their fupport fhall not fur- 

pa£s 
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pafs that which is fettled by the conflitutioit 
01^1768. 

10. If the treafurers difobey any of thefe 
articles, the permanent council is bound to 
remortftrate, and, in cafe of ftill further dif- 
cbedience, to cite therri before the diet as 
guilty of high treaibn. 

' 1 1 . In other points, the great treafurers are 
maintained in their antient privileges. 

Changes and Explanation of the Con- 
ftitution of 1768, relative to the eftablifh- 
ment of the Committee of the Treafury 
of both Nations. 

I • The commiflioners of the f reafury of 
the crown fhall be compofed of the great 
treafurer of the crown, and of nine com- 
miffioners, three fenators, and fix from the 
tqueftrian order, &c. 

2. The great treafurers fhall be bound to 
at leafl four months refidence, under pain of 
lofing their falaries proportionable to the time 
of their abfence ; and thefe dedud:ions fhall not 
be divided among the commifiioneil's who arc 
prefent, but fhall ht left in the cheft. The 

K 3 commiflioners 
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commiflioners are equally bound to fotir 
months relidence, in order that there may be 
always prefent five commiflioners (including 
one or both tr^i^furers), the i^equifite number 
for holding a board. The dedud:ions of the 
falaries for the abfent commiflioners fhall be 
divided amongfl: thofe who are prefent. 

3 . None of the commiflioners of the equef^ 
trian order can be elected a nuntio for the 
next diet, &c. 

4. From this time there fhall be a regifter 
apart for thofe decrees of the committee, 
which relate to foreign affairs, commerce, 
and notes of exchange. 



What caufes fhall be brought before the 
' Committees of the Treafury, 

1 . Thofe relative to the unpacking of mer- 
chandize which occafion any delays of tranf- 
port. 

2. Impofls of all forts payable by the no- 
bility, clergy, and towns. 

3. Of contrafts of merchants. 

4. Of letters of exchange, which fhall be 
further explained in a law apart. 

5. Of 
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5. Of debts of merchants and workmen* 

6. Of weights and meafures. 

7. Of damages caufed to the treafury, or 
of thefts and negligences of the fubalterns, 
&c. 

In all other points, the committees of 
both nations fhall be maintained in all their 
antient privileges, not contradictory to thefe 
articles above-mentioned. 



K 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Supreme authority rejides in the diet. — Origin 
of the diet.-^Place and time ofafembling.-^ 
Ordinary and extraordinary .—Convaked by 
the king.'—ConJiituent parts. — Kingyfenate, 
and nuntios. — Proceedings. — Liberum Veto. 
^-^Hijiory and caufes of its introduSlion .-'^ 
Its dreadful effects. — How remedied.*^ Diet 
of confederacy .^^The plain of Vola where 
the kings are eleSled. — Account of the diets 
of convocation and eleSlion. 

TH E general diet of Poland enjoys, as 
I have before obferved, the fupremc 
authority : it declares war, makes peace, levies 
foldiers, enters into alliances, impofes taxes, 
enafts laws ; in a word, it exercifes all the 
rights of abfolute fovereignty. 

Some hiftorians place the earlieft diet in 
the reign of Cafimir the Great ; but it is very 
uncertain whether it was firft convened in his 
time j and ftill more doubtful, of what mem- 
bers it conlifted. Thus much is unqucftion- 
able, that it wajs not until the reign of Cafi- 
5 mir 
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mir III. that this national aflembly was mo- 
delled into its prefent form *. 

The place of holding the diets depended 
formerly upon the will of the kings ; and 
IrfOuis even fun^moned two in Hungiiy. In 
thofe early times Petricau was the town in 
which they were moft frequently affembled : 
but in 1569, at the union of Poland and 
Lithuania, Warfaw was appointed the place 
of meeting; and in 1673, it was enaded, 
that of three fucceffive diets, two fhould be 
held in this capital, and one at Grodno -f* 
in Lithuania. This regulation has been ge- 
nerally followed, until the reign of his prefent 
majefty, when the aflemblies have been uni- 
formly fummoned to Warfaw |. 

Diets are ordinary and extraordinary; the 
former are convened every two years, the latter 
as occafion requires. In 1717 the ufual fea- 
fon for the meeting of the ordinary diets was 
fixed for Michaelmas ; but during the prefent 
reign it has been occafionally changed to the 
month of Odober or November. 

The king, with the advice of the perma- 
nent council, convokes the diet, by means of 

• See p. 8. 

t Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 262. 

% See Book II. Chap. VI. Art. Grodno. 

circular 
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circular letters iffued to all the Palatines in 

their refpedtive provinces, at leaft fix v/eeks 

before the time appointed for its meeting: 

thefe letters are accompanied with a fhort 

fketch of the bufinefs to be agitated in the 

diet. 

The conftituent parts of the diet are the 

three eftates of the realm, namely. 

The king. 

The fenate, and 

The nobles or gentry, by their nuntios or 

reprefentatives. 

I. The king, confidered in his capacity 
of prefident, is only, as it v^ere, the chief of 
the diet : he fubfcfibes all ads ; figfts all de- 
crees agreed to by the aflembly; iffues out 
all ordinances in his own name, and that of 
the republic, without enjoying the right of a 
negative in any of thofe particulars. He has 
no vote, excepting upon an equality of fuf-- 
frages ; but is at liberty to deliver his fenti- 
ments upon all queftions. His prefent ma- 
jefty is efteemed one of the moft eloquent 
among the Polifh orators ; he has an agrees 
able tone of voice, and much fkill in fuiting 
and varying his cadence to the fubjecfts of his 
difcourfe : he harangues with great energy 
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of ftyle and dignity of manner; and his 
ipeeches always make a confiderable impref- 
fion upon the members of the diet. Whea 
he is difpofed to fpeak, he rifes from his feat, 
advances a few fteps, and cries out, ** I fum* 
** mon the minifters of ftate to the throne*** 
Then the great officers of the crown, who arc 
fitting at the lower end of the fenate-houfe^ 
come forward and ftand near the king. The 
ifour great marfhals ftrike the ground at the 
fame time with their ftaiFs of office ; and the 
firft in rank fays, ** The king is going to 
** fpeak ;" after which his majefty begins* 

II. The fecond eftate, or the fenate, is 
compofed of fpiritual and temporal fenators. 

1. The bifhops or fenators fpiritual have 
the precedence over the temporal fenators. 
The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate and 
chief of the fenate, and viceroy in cafe of an 
interregnum. 

2. The temporal are Palatines, Caftellans, 
and the great officers of flate. The palatines 
are the governors of the provinces, who hold 
their offices for life. In time of war, when 
the army of the republic is fummoned, the 
palatines levy and lead the force of their pa- 
latinates into the field, according t6 the te- 
nure 
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nurc of feudal fcrvices ; in time of peace, 
they convoke the affemblies of the palatin- 
ates, prefide in the county courts of juftice; 
and judge the Jews w^ithin their refpcdtive 
jurifdidions, &c. The Caftellans are divided 
into Grand and Petty Caftellans : their office, 
in time of peace, is merely nominal; but 
when the military or feudal fervices are re- 
quired, they are the lieutenants of the pala- 
tines, under whom they command the troops 
of the feveral diftricSs in the palatinates. 

The minifters of ftate, who fit in the fenate, 
are fixteen in number ; namely, the two great 
marfhals of Poland and Lithuania, the two 
fub-marfhals, the two great chancellors, the 
two vice-chancellors, the two great generals, 
the two little generals, the two great trea- 
furers, and the two fub-treafurers. 

All the fenators were formerly appointed 
by the king; but by the late change of 
government, his majefty's choice is reftri<fled 
to one of three candidates prefented by the 
permanent council*. The fenators, once no- 
minated, cannot be deprived of their charges^ 
excepting by the diet. 

♦ See p. 94. 

III. Thft 
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III. The third eftal;e is formed by the 
nuntios or reprefentatives of the equeftrian 
order, Thefe reprefentatives are chofen in 
the dietines or affemblies of each palatinate, 
in which every noble or gentleman, at the 
age of eighteen^ has a vote, or is capable of 
being ded:ed. There is no qualification in 
point of property required, either for the 
cledors or elefted ; it is only neceffary that 
the nuntio fhould be a noble ; that is, a 
pcrfbn not engaged in trade or commerce, 
pofTeffing land himfelf, or the fon of a perfon 
pofleffing land, or of an antient family which 
formerly poffefled land *. Each nuntio muft 
be twenty- three years of age. 

The general proceedings of the diet are as 
follow : The king, fenate, and nuntios, firft 
meet all together in the cathedral of Warfaw, 
and hear mafs and a fermon. After fervice, 
the members of the fenate, or upper-houfe, 
^•epair to the fenate-houfe ; and the nuntios, 

* Eft autem nobilis qui patre nobili natus in fuis pof- 
ifeiTionibus vivens juribus nobilium utitur. Leng. J. P. v. 
11^ p. 8. — Les nobles qui ont des terres, leurs enfans males, 
leurs freres, et autres qui font reconnus pour avoir leurs 
pofleffions et etre de race ancienne et noble. Loix et Conf. 
<}q la Diete de 1768^ p. 62. 

or 
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or lower-houfe, to their chamber, when the 
latter choofe, by a majority of voices, a mar- 
fhal, or fpeaker of the equeftrian order: in 
order to preclude unneceflary delays, the elec- 
tion is required to take place within three 
days after their meeting*. Two days aftef 
the choice of their fpeaker, the king, fenate, 
and nuntios, affemble in the fenate-houfe, 
which is called the jundion of the two hoiifes. 
The nuntios then kifs the king's hand ; and 
the members of the diet take their places in 
the following order. 

♦ Formerly, it being ftipulated that the eleftlon of the 
marfhal (hould take place as foon as poflible, in moft diets 
much time elapfed before a marihal was chofen ; and as 
the fitting of the national aflembly is confined to fix 
weeks, it fome times happened, that the nuntios could 
never agree in the choice ; and feveral diets broke up 
without tranfa£ling any bufinefs. Connor, who vifited 
Poland in John Sobiefki's reign, fays upon this head, 
•* He tfiat defigns to be elefted marihal, muft treat the 
** gentry all the while, otherwife he would have no vote 
^ for him ; and commonly they prolong the eleftion, that 
•* they may live the longer at the candidate's charges." 
V- 11. p. 92. 

In order to remedy this inconvenience, it was enafled 
in 1690, that the marihal muft be chofen on the firft day 
of the meetings but in 1768, the time allowed for the 
cleftion was^extended to three days. See Leng. J- P. 11. 
p, 322. and Loix et Conft. de 1768, p. ^2. 

Thft 
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Tlie king is feated, in regal ftate, upon a 
raifed throne, under a canopy at the upper 
end of the apartment. At the lower end, 
oppofite the throne, fit in armed chairs the - 
minifters of ftate. The bifhops *, palatines, 
and caftellans, are ranged in three rows of 
armed chairs, extending from the throne on 
each fide; and behind thefe are placed the 
nuntios upon benches covered with red cloth. 
The fenators have the privilege of wearing 
their caps, but the nuntios remain un- 
covered. 

All the members being feated, the PaSta 
Conventa are read ; when the fpeaker of the 
equeftrian order, as well as each nuntio, is 
empowered to interrupt the perufal by re- 
monfl:rating againft the infringement of any 
particular article, and demanding at the fame 
time a redrefs of grievances. Then the great 
chancellor propofes, in the king's name, the 
queftions to be taken into confideration ; after 

♦ Including the archbifliops of Gncfna and Vilna, each 
at the head of his refpeftive fuffragans. 

The reader will find a print, which gives a feithful 
rrprefentation of the diet, in Connor's Hiftory of Poland, 
y. II. p. 82, One trifling error muft be corrcfted : the 
feats marked 1 1 1 1 are for the minifters of ftatc, \^en 
i20t ftanding near the throne. 

^hich. 
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which, his majefty nominates three fenators, 
and the fpeakec fix nuntios, to prepare the 
bills. The diet, by majority of voices, chufes 
a committee to examine the accounts of the 
treafury. The members * of the permanent 
council are elefted in the manner mentioned 
in the preceding chapter. 

Thefe preliminary tfanfaftions ought to be 
difpatched in the fpace of three weeks ; at 
which period the two houfes feparate : the 
nimtios retire into their own chamber, and all 
the bills undergo a feparate difcuflion in both 
houfes. Thofe which relate to the treafury, 
are approved or rejected by the fentiments of 
the majority. But in all ftate-matters -f* of 

the 

♦ The equeftrian members of the laft permanent coun- 
cil are permitted to be prcfent in this aflembly, without 
having any vote, until the refolutions of the council 
are approved by the diet. The fenators, who have a feat 
in the council, are prefent of courfe. 

t Matters of ftate are thus defined by the conftitudon 
of 1768. y . Increafe or alteration of the taxes. 2, Aug- 
mentation of the army. 3. Treaties of alliance and peace 
with the neighbouring powers . 4. Declaration of war. 
5. Naturalization a;Kl creation of nobility. 6. Redudion 
, of the coin. 7. Augmentation or diminution in the 
charges of the tribunals^ or in the authority of the minifters 
of peace and war. 8. Creation of places. 9. Order of 
holding the diets or die tines. 10. Alterations in the tri- 

bunalsc 
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the higheft importance no refolution of the 
diet is valid, unlefs ratified by the unanimous 
affent of every nuntio; each of whom is able 
to fufpend all proceedings by his exertion of 
the Liberum Veto^ 

The diet muft not fit longer than fix weeks : 
on the firft day, therefore, of the fixtl^ week 
the fenate and nuntios meet again in the 
fenate-houfe. The ftate-bills (provided they 
are unanimoufly agreed to by the nuntios, an 
event whicji feldom happens in a free diet) 
are pafled into laws j but if that unanimity 
be wanting to them, they ftand rejefted ; and 
the bufinefs relating to the treafury, which 
has been carried by a majority, is read and 
regiftered* 

At the conclufion of the fixth week the 
laws, which have paflTed, are figned by the 
Ipeaker and nuntios ; and the diet is of courfe 
diflTolved. 

The extraordinary diets are fubje<3: to the 
fame regulations as the ordinary diets, with 

bunals. II. Augmentation of the prerogatives of the 
fenatus^confulta. i2. Permiffion to the king to purchafe 
lands for his fucceflbrs* 13. Arrier-ban, or fummoning 
the nobles to ^ms. 

In all thefe cafes unanimity is requifite* Se^ Loix et 
Conft. dc la Diete de 1768, p. 46. 

Vol. I. L this 
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this difference, that they cannot, by the con- 
ftitutions of 1768, continue longer than a 
fortnight. The fame day in which the two 
houfes aflemble in the fenate-houfe, the quef- 
tions are to be laid before them ; and the 
huntios return immediately to their own 
' chamber. On the thirteenth day from their 
firft meeting, the two houfes are again united ; 
and on the fifteenth day, after the laws have 
been read and figned, the diet breaks up as 
ufuaL 

The moft extraordinary charafteriftic in 
the conftitution of Poland, and which feems 
pieculiarly to diftinguifh this government from 
all others, both in antient and modern times,. 

« 

is the Libermm Veioy or the power which each 
nuntio enjoys in a free diet *, not only like 
the tribunes of antient Rome, of putting a 
negative upon any law, but even of diiTolving 
the aflembly. That every member of a nu- 
merous fociety fhould be inverted with fuch 
a dangerous privilege, in the midft of the 
moft important national tranfaftions, is a 
circumftance in itfelf fo incredible, as to 

• A free diet, in which unanimity is requifite, is dif- 
tinguilhed from a diet of confederacy, in which all bufinefi 
i& carried by the majority. 

deferve 
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deferve a minute enquiry into the caufes 
which introduced a cuftonx fo pregnant 
with anarchy> and fo detrimental to public 
welfare. 

The privilege in qu^ftion is not to be found 
in any period of the Polifh hiftory, antece- 
dent to the reign of John Cafimir. It was 
under his adminiftfation, that in the year 
1652, when the diet of Warfaw was debating 
Upon traniadrions of the utmoft importance 
which required a ipeedy determination, that 
Sicinfki, nuntio of Upita in Lithuania, cried 
** out, I flop the proceedings * " Having ut- 
tered thefe words, he quitted the aflembly, 
and, repairing immediately to the chancellor, 
protefted ; that as many a6ts had been pro- 
pofed and carried contrary to the conftitution 
of the republic, if the diet continued to fit, he 
fliould confider it as an infringement of the 
laws. The members were thunderftruck at 
a proteft of this nature, hitherto ui>known. 
Warm debates took place about the propriety 
of continuing or diffolving the diet : at length, 
however, the venal and difcontented fadlion, 
who fupported the proteft, obtained the nfia- 
jority ; and the aflembly broke up in great 
confufion. 

• Leng. JusPub, v, H. p, 215, 

la Zr This 
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This tranfadlion changed entirely the. con- 
ftitution of Poland, and gave an unlimited 
fcope to mifrule and faction. The caufes^ 
which induced the Poles to acquiefce ia 
eftabliihing the Liberum Veto^ thois cafually 
introduced, were probably the following. 

I . It was the intereft of the great officers 
of ftate, particularly the great general, xS\&. 
great treafurer, and great marfhal, in whofe 
hands were veiled the adminiftration of the 
army, the finances, and the police, to abridge 
the fitting of the diet. Thefe great officers 
of ftate, being once nominated by the king, 
enjoyed their appointments for life, totally 
independent of his authority, and liable to 
no controul during the intervals of the diets, 
to which alone they were refponfible. This 
powerful body accordingly ftrongly efpoufed 
the Liberum Veto ; confcious that they could 
cafjly, and at all times, fecure a nuntio to 
proteft; and by that means elude all en.- 
quiry into their adminiftration. 2. By a 
fundamental law of the republic, noblea 
acctrfed of certain capital crimes could only 
be brought to trial before the diet ; and as, 
at the period juft mentioned, many perfon* 
ftood under that defcription, all thefe and 
Aeii: adherents naturally favoured an expe- 
dient 
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<Kent tending to diflblve the only tribunal, by 
which they could be convi^fied and punilhed. 
3* The exigencies of the ilate, occalioncd 
-by the continual wars in which Poland had 
been engaged, demanded, at this particular 
crifis, an impofition of feveral heavy taxes: 
and as the fole power of levying all pecuniary 
aids reiided in the diet ; all the nuntios, who 
oppofe the raifing of additional fubfidies, fe- 
conded the propolal for fhortening the dura- 
tion of that aflembly. 4. But the princi- 
pal reafon, which carried through, and af- 
terwards fupported the power of diflblving 
diets, is to be derived from the influence 
of fonje of the great neighbouring powers, 
interefted tp foment anarchy and confufion 
in the Polifh counfels. Before this period, 
jf they wifhed to form a cabal, and to carry 
any point in the national aflembly, they 
were obliged to fccure a majority of votes : 
under the new arrangement they were able 
to attain their end on . much eafier terms ; 
and to put an end to any diet unfriendly to 
their views, by the corruption of a Angle 
inember. 

The bad efFedls of the Liber urn Veto were 
fooi> felt by the natioil to fuch an alarming 
(iegree ; that all the members in the diet of 

L 3 1670 
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1670 bound themfelves by an oath not to 
exert it ; and even- pafled a rcfolution, that 
it fliould be entirely void of eiFedt during the 
continuance of that meeting. Notwithftand- 
ing, however, thefe falutary precautions, one 
Zabokrzilki, nuntio from the palatinate of 
Bratlau, interpofing his negative, brought this 
very diet to a premature dijGTolution *. 

This Liberum VetOy indeed, has been al- 
ways confidered by the moft intelligent Poles 
as one of the principal caufes, which has 
contributed to the decline of their country* 
From the aera of its eftablifhmcnt public 
bufinefs has continually fufFered the moft 
fatal interruption ; it abruptly broke up feven 
diets in the reign of John Cafimir ; four under 
Michapl; feven under John Sobielki; and 
thirty during the reigns of the two Augufti : 
fo that, within the fpace of 1 1 2 years, 48 
diets have been precipitately diflblved by its 
operation ; during which period Poland has 
continued almoft without laws, without juf- 
tice, and, excepting the reign of John Sobielki, 
with few fymptoms of military vigour. Yet 
fo ftrongly did the motives above difplayed 
attach the Poles to this pernicious privilege. 



♦ Zawodchi Hift. Arcana. 
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that in the a(Et of confederacy, framed in 
1696, after the deceafe of John Sobieiki, the 
Liberum Veto is called the deareil and moH 
invaluable palladium of Polifh liberty*. 

The Poles, however, having fatally expe- 
rienced the dilbrders arifing from the Libe^ 
rum VetOy would certainly have abolifhed it, 
if they had not been prevented by the parti- 
tioning powers : and it ftill exifts in its full 
force -f-. It fhould be pbferved, that neither 

the 

♦ Unicum et fpecialiflimum Jus Cardinale. 

t It would appear, at firft fight, as if^ by the following 
regulation, eftabliflied by the diet of 1768, the exertion of 
the Liberum Veto was in fome inf^ances reft rained. *' The 
*' abfence of a nuntio, who has interrupted the proceed- 
*' ings of the diet, fhall be no hindrance to the tranfacSlion 
" of treafury matters." Loix et Conft. de la Diete de 
Varfovie, 1768, p. 5$. But this reftri<SUon of the £/• 
herum Veto^ in efFeft, is of no validity. 

For among the cardinal laws eftabliflied by the fame 
diet, it is enadted, *' that matters of ftate cannot be pafled 
*^but by a free diet and unanimous confent;" p. 18. 
And again, " that after the treafury bufinefs, matters of 
*' ftate fliall be brought forward, when the oppofition of 
" a fmgle nuntio ftiall ftop all proceedings ;" p. 56. 
And in anpther place, it is decreed, that in free diets, the 
," Liberum Veto fliall hold good in all matters of ftate j" 
p. 44. When we recoUeft the definition of ftate matters 
(p. 144, note t), we cannot but perceive, that the power 
of interpofmg a negative ftill efFecaually exifts. To abate 

L 4 its 
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the king nor the fenate, but only the nuntios^, 
enjoy the power of interpofing this negative 
upon the proceedings of the diet *. 

It will naturally ftrike the reader, that 2f 
every reprefentative poflfefles the Liberum Veto^ 
how can any tranfad:ion be carried on\ or 
how is it poflible that any one bill fhould 
pafs into a law ? for no motion can be con- 
ceived which is not liable to be oppofed by 
the intrigues of party, or the jealoufy of 
the neighbouring powers. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid the anarchy attendant upon 
free diets through the operation of the Li^ 
berum Veto^ the Poles have lately had recourfe 
to diets by confederacy ; which, though com- 
pofed of the fame members, and held under 

its exertion in fmall points, and to eftablifK it in the mpft 
important affairs, is no real prevention of the evil. 

In fadl, as a proof that it continues in its full force, 
we may obferve, that fince the year 1768, no free diet h«j 
been convened; I mean before I vifited Poland. Aa 
account of what has palled, fmce I quitted the country,, 
does not fall under my plan. I rccoUedt indeed to have 
feen, in fome foreign Gazette, that a free diet; had been 
lately aflembled, but that nothing material bad been tranC* 
a£led in it. 

♦ Lengnich fays, that the fenators have the power of 
breaking up the diet 5 but he adds, that they never make 
ufe of this privilege ; Jus Pub. IL p. 46. which amounts 
to the fame as their not having it. 

the 
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the fame exterior forms as freq diets, differ 
from thfm in the eflential circumfta^ice of 
allowing bufinefs to be determined by the 
plurality of votes. Thefe diets have long 
t>een known to the conftitution, and have 
at time? been ufed upon extraordinary emer- 
gencies J but within thefe ten years they have 
been regularly held at the ftated time for 
fummoning ordinary diets. Jndeed, accord- 
ing to the true principles of the Polifli go- 
vernment, no confederacy ought to be entered 
into, excepting upon the following occa^ 
fions : in defence of the king's perfon, upon 
any foreign invasion or domeftic confpiracy; 
and during an interregnum at the diets of 
convocation and eleftion *, But as no other 
ineans have been found to prevent perpetual 
anarchy, the nation is obliged to fubmit to 
Wi infringenaent of the conftitution, which 
operates for the general good -f-^ 

/ 

* It is decreed, however, by the code of 1 768, that ia 
every diet of convocation all fiate matters muft pafs una* 
pimoufly, p. 58. 

t But as it is enaSed by the diet of 1768, that all 
matters of ftate muft be carried unanimoufly in free 
diets, I prefume that the diets by confederacy only tranfa<9: 
the common bufinefs, without making any new laws, or 
l'e|)eaHn^ old ftatutes. 

DIET 



• •« 



154 GOVEKNMENT OF PO/LAND.* B.I 



DIET OP ELECTION. 

During my continuance at Warfaw I vifited 
the fpot where the kings of Poland are chofen. 
I was fo fortunate as to be accompanied by a 
nobleman of the fenate, who obligingly ex- 
plained all the forms and ceremonies of the 
election, and anfwered all the queftions which 
my curiofity fuggefted to me upon the oc- 
cafion. Immediately upon my return to 
Warfaw, while the impreflion was yet warm 
upon my memory, I noted down the follow- 
ing account of the place and mode of elec- 
tion : I was more circumftantial than ufual, 
as well becaufe the fubjedl is interefting ; as 
becaufe moft of the defcriptions which I have 
read of this ceremony abound with errors . 

The fpot, which is fettled by the conftitu- 
tion for the place of election, is the plain of 
Vola, about three miles from the capital. 
In the midft of this plain are two enclofures 
of ground, one for the fenate, and the other 
for the nuntios. The former is of an ob- 
long fhape, furrounded by a kind of rampart 
or ditch ; in the midft of which is erefted, at 
the time of election, a temporary building of 

wood, 
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wood, calkd fzopUj covered at top and open 
at the fides. Near it is the other enclofure 
for the nuntios, of a circular fhape, from 
which it derives its name of kola or circle^ 
within which there is no building ered:ed, 
the nuntios aflembling in the open air. 
When the two chambers are joined, they meet 
within the kola^ the fenators chairs and the 
benches for the nuntios being ranged in the 
fame regular order as in the fenate-houfe at 
Warfaw, while the feat of the primate is 
placed in the middle. The fzopa is always 
pulled down at the conclufion of the election ; 
fo that I could only trace the fite of the in-^ 
clofures, the ramparts of earth remaining in 
the fame ftate. I had an opportunity, how-* 
ever, of feeing a painting reprefenting the 
fzopa and whole fcene of eleftion, which, as 
I was informed, was perfedly accurate. 

But before I defcribe the eleftion, it may 
be necefTary to give a fhort detail of the prin- 
cipal occurrences which precede that cere- 
mony. 

Upon thfe king's demife. the interregnum 
commences : the regal authority is then vefted 
in the archbifliop of Gnefna primate of Poland, 
as interrex or regent. He announces the 
death of the king by circular letters, con- 
vokes 
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vpkes the dietines and diets of convocation ^ 
and, in a word, performs all the fundions 
of royalty during the vacancy in the throne. 

The diet, which is firft convened upon the 
fovereign's deceafe, is called the diet of con.- 
vocatipn; and is always held at Warfaw, 
previous to the diet of eledion, which affem- 
bles in the plain of Vola. The fovereign au- 
thority refides in this aflembly, in the fame 
manner as in thofe which are fummoned 
,while the throne is filled, ^he primate pre- 
iides lil^e the king, with this difference, that 
he does not place himfelf upon the throne, 
but fits in an armed chair flationed in the 
middle of the f^nate-houfe. The diet iifues 
put a<^s or ordinances, arranges or changes 
the form of government, fettles the PaSfa 
Conventa, and appoints the meeting of the 
diet of election » The interval between the 
death of the king and the nomination of his 
fuccefTor is uncertain ; its longer or fhorter 
duration depending upon the intrigues and 
cabals of the candidates, or the pleafure of 
thofe foreign powers, who give law to Poland. 
It is always a ftate of turbulence and licen- 
tioufnefs ; the kingdom is divided into parties 
and faiflions | juflice h in a manner fufpcnd- 

ed} 
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cd 5 and the nobles commit every diforder 
witli impunity. 

Unanimity * being requifite in all matters 
of ftate, it is eafy to conceive the delays and 
cabals, the influence and corruption^ em- 
ployed to gain the members in the diet of 
convocation. A^ foon as all the points are 
adjufted, whether the adts have pafled unani- 
moufly or otherwife, the members, previous 
to their feparation, enter into a general cpn- 
federacy to fupport and maintain the refolu-^ 
tions of the diet. 

At the appointed day the diet of eledlion Is 
aflembled, during which Warfaw and its en- 
virons is a fcene q£ cctfifufion, and frequently 
of bloodfhed. The chief nobility have large 
bodies of troops in their fervice, and repair to 
the diet attended by their numerous vaflals 
and a large retinue of domeftics j while each, 
petty baron, who can afford to maintaiu 
them, parades about with his retainers and 
Haves. 

* This unanimity, in fa<9^ does not exiftj for the 
ftrongeft fide forces the weaker to accede or to retire* 
Yet in the diet of 1768 it was enabled, that in the diets, 
of convocation ftate queftions . could only be carried una^ 
nimoufly. Several diets of convocation have been fre- 
quently aflemWed before all the affairs could be finall/ 
arranged. 

Oa 
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On the day in which the diet of eledlion 
is opened, the primate, fenate, and nobility, 
repair to the cathedral of Warfaw, to hear 
mafs and a fermon ; from whence they pro- 
ceed in due order to the plain of Vola. The 
fenators enter th^fzopa, and the nuntios take 
their places within the kola ; while the other 
nobles are ftationed in the plain. The fe- 
nate and the nuntios, after having pafled their 
refpedive refblutions, as in the ordinary diets, 
aflemble together in the kola^ when the pri- 
mate, feated in the middle, lays before them 
the objedts to be taken into consideration ; 
the PaSia Conventa, fettled at the diet of con-- 
vocation, are read and approved, all neceflary 
arrangements made^ and the day df eledlion 
appointed. The diet then gives audience to 
the foreign minifters, who are permitted by 
recommendation to interfere in the choice of 
a king, and to the advocates of the feveral 
candidates. All thefe affairs take, up feveral 
days; and would perhaps never be termi- 
nated, as unanimity is requifite; if the aflem- 
bly was not overawed by the foreiga troops, 
who are always quartered near the plain of 
eleftion. 

Upon the day appointed for the election, the 
fcrjate and nuntios affemble, as before, in the 

io/a. 
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koluy while the nobles are ranged in the open 
field in feparatebodies, according to their feveral 
palatinates, with ftandards borne before them, 
and the principal officers of each diftrid: on 
horfeback. The primate, having declared 
the names of the candidates, kneels down and 
chants • a hymn ; after which the fenators and 
nuntios join the gentry of their refpedtive 
palatinates : then the primate, on horfeback, 
or in a carriage, goes round the plain to the 
different bodies of the gentry asr they are 
flationed according to their palatinates ; and, 
having collefted the votes, proclaims the fuc- 
cefsful candidate. Each noble does not give 
his vote feparately, for that would be end- 
lefs ; but when the primate goes round, th« 
colledive body of each palatinate name the 
perfbn they efpoufe^ At the conclufion of 
this ceremony the affembly breaks up. 

On the following day the fenate and nun- 
tios return to the plain ; the fuccefsful can- 
didate is again proclaimed, and a deputy 
difpatched to acquaint him of his ele(ftion, as 
no candidate is allowed to be prefent. After 
the proclamation, the gentry retire; and 
the diet, having appointed the diet of coro- 

Ration, is difTolved. 

8 AU 






All eledtions are contcfted : not indeed 
upon the fpot ; for the terror of a neigh-* 
bouring army has, for fomc time paft, forced 
the nobles to appear unanimous. But the 
party who diflent, retiring from the plain^ 
rcmonftrate; and if they are fufficiently 
ftrong, a civil war enfues. Indeed the con- 
fufion, diforder, and bloodflied which former- 
ly attended thefe popular cleftions would 
ftill be renewed, if it were not for the inter- 
ference of foreign troops : and thus the coun- 
try draws fome advantage from an evil, which 
is confidered by the Poles as the difgrace and 
fcandal of every eleftion. 
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CHAP. VII. 

I* Finances and taxes of Poland. — Revenue of 
the king. — //• Commerce. — General exports 
and imports.^— Caujis of the low Jiate of 
trade^ — l^ilure of the plan of opening the 
navigation of the Dniejier. — Navigation of 
the Notez. — IIL Military ejiablijhment . — 
Corps ofUlans. — State of the army.—Cotfe^ 
deracies. — Ruffian troops. 

I. FINANCES AND TAXES OF POLAND. 

THE following extradl from the pro- 
ceedings of the diet of 1768, will^ ferve 
to fhew the annual receipts and difburfements 
of government before the difmemberment : 
** The annual revenues of the treafury pf the 
** crown *,, amount to 10,748,245 florins 
= JT. 2^8,562. ys. 2ld. The expences to 

17,050,000 = >C*473>6^^* ^^* ^i^* -f* 
would be neceflary, therefore, to increafe 

'* the revenues, fb as to anfwer the excefs of 

** the expences above the receipts, namely, 

** 6,301,755 florins = £. 175,048. i^s. ; but 

* Poland, exclufive of Lithuania. 

Vol. I. M "as 
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** as a part of the antient revenues muft 
^* be aboliflied, the new taxes muft yield 
^' 10,236,737 florins =>C- 284,353. 13^. 4^. 
** The treafury of Lithuania produces the an- 
nual fum of 3,646,628=;^. ioi>295-4J. 6^. 
the cxpences amount to 6^47 8^ 142 == 
•* jf. 179^948. 7 J* 6dv The r#enued ought 
•* thfercfore to be augmented 2^831,514 ==• 

*^ X-yS^SS* S-^* 4^* ^^Vt as fome antient im« 
pofts muft be abolifhed^ the new taxes muft 
yield 4,250,48 1 = ^. n 8,068^ i Sj*- 4^.*" 
Poland, by the late difmemberment, loft 
nearly half of hei; annual income ; nan^ely, 
that part arifing from the ftarofties now oc- 
cupied by the partitioning powers ; from thte 
duties -f* upon merchantHze fent down the 
Viftula to Dant^c j ind pirticukrly from the 
profits of the ialt inines ia Auftrian Poland. 
Thofe of Wielitfka % alooe amounted to 
3,500,000 Poli(h florins> or £p 97,^222 ft^r^- 
ling, which wis nearly equal to a fourth part 
of the government reventies before the p&rtiir 
tion* 

♦ Loix et Conft.^ de la Diete de 1768, p. 70^ >^ 

+ The greateft part of thefe duties tre now paid to the 
king of l^ruflia.. 

X See Book II. Ch^er IL 

la 
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In order to fupply thi$ ddiciency, it be- 
came nccefl^ to new-model and increafe 
the taxes. Accordingly, in the diet of 1775, 
a few of the old taxes were, abotifhed ; fomc 
were augmented ; and others were added ; fo 
as to make the neat revenues as high as they 
were before the difinemberment. 

The principal taxes arc as follow : 
• Poll-tax of the Jews. Each Jew, both 
male and female^ infants and adults, pays 
three Polifh florins, or about is. 8^. fer 
annum I this impofition, which is of very old 
ftandii^g, was augmented in 1775 a florin per 
head. \ 

A foWth of the ftarofties. Thefe are the 
great fiefs of the crown, in the king's gift, 
holden by the poflefl5)rs during life. The 
flaroil: enjoys, befide large eflates in land, 
territorial jurifdidfeion ; the fourth of his re- 
venues arifing from the land is paid into the 
treafury of the republic. By the late change 
of government theife ftaroflies, after the de- 
mifc of the perfons ik>w enjoying them, and 
of thofe who have the reverfion, are to fever t 
to the public, and their whole amount to 
be appropriated to the cxpences of govern- 
ment*. 

♦ Sec, the account of the Permanent Council, p. 9^. 

M 2 Excifc 
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Excife of beer, mead, and fpirituous liquors 
diflilled from com. This article muft not 
be inconfidcrable, confidering. the quantity of 
corn grown in Poland, which, for want of 
external commerce, cannot be exported, and 
the propenfity of the people to fpirituous 
liquors. 

Monopoly of tobacco. Different duties 
upoii importation and exportation. For*- 
merly ,all die nobles were permitted to im- 
port and export foreign goods and merchan- 
dize free of duty, a privilege which effedhially 
diminifhed, and almoft abforbed, the profits 
of the tax in queftion. In 1775 this right 
was abolifhed ; and all imported and exported 
cjommodities now pay duty without any dif- 
tindion. Confidering the great quantity of 
foreign manufadturcs introduced into Poland, 
and chiefly for the ufe of the nobility, this 
alteration muft make a confiderable addition 
to the revenues of government. 

Tax upon chimnies. Before the partition, 
this tax was confined to Lithuania: in 1775 
it was rjendered general and confiderably aug- 
mented : it is the moft profitable of all the 
taxes, but lies very heavy upon the common 
people and peafants. Each chimney is afleflcd 
in the following proportion. In palaces, or 

Jboufes 
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houfes of the chief nobility, at i6 Poliih 
florins per ann. = about 8 j. 2id. ; houfes of 
the principal merchants in Warfaw at 1 5 = 
ys. 7^. ; other brick houfes from 10 to 14 
==:from 5 J*. yiJ. to ys. 3^^/. ; wooden houfes 
from 6 to 8 = from 3^. 4^/. to 4X. 61^.5 
beft houfes in other large towns 12 = 6/. 8^.; 
in the fmall towns and villages from 6 to 8 
= 3/. /^.d. to 4i. 6|^/. ; peafants cottages 
from 5 to 7 = 2x. gid. to 4/. The pea- 
fants pay no other tax to government ; and 
indeed, confidering their poverty, knd thfc 
oppreffion of their lords and great nobility, 
this addition is more than they can well fup- 
poft. ' ' ' 

All thefe feveral impofts amount to 
^1,628,461 Polifli florins, or >C' 3^3>oi2 
fterling. 

The king: received before the partition a 
neat revenue of 7,000,000 Polifh florins, or 
£. 194,500, which arofe from the royal de- 
mefnes and the profit of the fait- works. In 
. order to indemnify him for the lofs of the 
falt-works, and the royal eftates fituated in 
the difmembered provinces, he draws front 
the public treafury 2,666,666 florins, or 
£. 74,074 fl:erling ; which, in addition to the 
remaining royal demefnes, and fome ftaroflries 

M 3 granted 
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granted for his ufe> make his prefent income 
the fame as before the difmanberment^ Out 
of this income he only pays his houfhold tx^ 
pences and menial fervants ; the falary of the 
great officers of ibite^ and the other general 
cxpetices^ being fupfJied from the public 
fund. The whole revenue of government, 
including the royal den^ne^ and fkrofties 
lately granted to the king, amount to 

15,961,795 florins, or jC- 443>93^ * ^^ ^Y 
fubilra<9dng the 7,000,000 florins appropriated 
to the king's jw'ivy purfe, there remains for 
the fu|^)ort of the army, the falaries of the 
great officers of ftate, and other general charges, 
only 8,961,795 florins, or ^. 248,938. is. z 
fum fb fmall, that it hardly fcems in any wife 
equal to the purpofcs for which it is deligned. 
And yet it is adequate to the ordinary current 
expences : for the regular army is fmall, the 
great officers of fkte receive little or nothing 
from the public treafury, being amply re- 
warded with the royal fiefs, which are fo nu- 
merous and profitable; each palatinate pa3r5 
its own officers from its private treafury ; 
while the feveral judges, juftices of the peace, 
and other civil officers who enjoy territorial 
ji'jifdidlion, may enrich themfelvcs fuffickntly 

by 
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by €Ktottk>n$ and oppppflion^ withput ^y 

« 

IL COMMERCE OF POXAND. 

Poland contains fevcral navipbie rivers^ 
which flow through its doqimioiis in all 
diFediions ; and convey its exports to the 
havens of the Baltic, By means of the Vif- 
tula and the rivers falling into it, the pro^ 
duftions of the palatinates of Craeow, Lublin^ 
and Mafovia, are fent to Thorn, and from 
thence to Dantzic and Konigflburg* By the 
Niemen thie commodiities of Lithuania are 
transported to Memmel ; and by the Duna 
thofe of Eaftern Lithuania and White Ruffia 
to Riga. The chief exports of Poland are 
all fpecies of g^'ain, hemp, flax, cattle, mafts, 
planks, timber for ^p-building, pitch and 
tar, honey, wax, tallow, pot-a(h, and leather : 
its imports are foreign wines, cloths, ftulFs^ 
manufad:ured iilks and cotton, fine linen, 
hardware, tin, copper, filvcr and gold, giafs 
ware, furs, ^c. 

From the various produftions and great 
fortilily of Poland, ifs trade might be carried 
to a conliderable height; but jhe following 

M 4 caufes 
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caufes tend to fupprefs the fpirit of com- 
merce. 

I . The nobles are degraded if they engage 
in any kind of traffic. 2. The burghers of 
the large towns are not fufficiently rich to 
eftablifh any manufadlures ; and either through 
want of ihduftry, or through dread of exceffive 
extortions from the principal nobility, leave 
almoft all the retail^ trade in the hands of 
foreigners and Jews. The inhabitants of the 
fmall towns, who are expofed to greater op- 
preffions, are ftill more difqualified from pur- 
fuing any branch of commerce. 3. The 
pealants being flaves, and the property of 
their mafter, cannot retire from the place 
of their nativity without his confent. John 
Albert, obferving that commerce could never 
flourifh while this reftriftion fubfifted, enacted, 
that one peafant in a family fliould be per- 
mitted to quit his village, either for the pur- 
pofe of trade or literature ; but the claufe, by 
which they were enjoined to obtain the con- 
fent of the lord, fruftrated the purpofe of this 
excellent law, and rendered it nugatory *. 

As the Poles are obliged to draw from 
foreign countries the greateft part of the 

♦ Stat. Reg. Pol. p. 169. 
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ipanufadhired goods neceflary for their inte- 
rior confumption ; the fpecie which is ex- 
ported exceeds the imported more than 
20,000,000 Polifli florins, or £. SSS^SSS' 

Poland has been called the granary of the 
North ; an appellation which it feems to de- 
ferve rather from its former than from its pre- 
fect fertility. For its lands not being fuffi- 
ciently cultivated, as well on account of the 
flavery of the peafants, as the unequal diftri- 
bution of property; the exportation of corn 
is by no means anfwerable to the general 
nature of the foil, or the extent of its pro- 
vinces, which, if properly, improved, would 
be capable of fupplying half Europe with 
grain. Several palatinates in Poland, and 
more particularly Podolia and Kiovia, are 
extremely adapted to the produdion of grain : 
though many parts of thefe provinces remain 
uncultivated j yet the portion which is in til- 
Jage yields a greater fupply than is neceflary 
for the confumption of the inhabitants. The 
only method of employing the overplus is to 
extradt from it a fpirituous liquor. But an 
ingenious Polifh author * has fhown, that 

the 

♦ Mr. de Wiebitflci, a Polifli gentleman of great learn- 
ing and information. The treatife alluded to in this and 

9thcr 
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the provinces in queiHon might undoubtedly 
fend their gmin down the Dniefter through 
Tuckifh Moldavia; and open an intercourse 
with the ports of the Black Sea. This pro* 
jcd: was formerly in agitation. 

During the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, 
Cardinal Commandon, in travelling through 
Podolia> being much ftruck with the fertility 
of that province, firft fuggefted the meafure ; 
and Sigifmond, having obtained the concur- 
rence of the grand Signer, a^ually dispatched 
fome Poles down the Dnicfter, to explore the 
ftate of the river. But the pwfens anployed 
on this occafion, happening after a few day$ 
voyage to meet with fome impediments from 
rocks and iand^banks, declared, without any 
further examination, that the Dniefter was not 
navigable f and aldiough Commandon repre- 
fented to the king, that the ^bftacles pointed 
eut mig^t, without any great difficulty, be 
ibrmounted ; yet the projed wa« pc^poned^ 
and never again revived *. : 

The judicious author above-*mra(ti(med -f , 

other places of diis wotkj is written in the Polifh langw^e, 
and called Patriotic Letters, addrefled to the Chancellor 
Zamoifld. 

• Vie de Com;nandoat 

t Mr. dc Wiebitlki* 

in 
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in touching upon this fubjeft, laments the ig- 
norance of his countrymen ; and ridicules the 
precipitation with which they abandoned a 
plan fo favourable to the improvement of 
thdr commerce. He fhews, that the inat- 
tention of the Poles to the natural advantages 
of their couatry has been exemplified in an- 
other inftance oi a fimilar kind. By means 
of the Notez, a river of Great Poland, which 
falls into the Oder, the Poles might have 
conveyed grain into Silefia, and from thence 
down the Oder into other parts of Germany. 
But thqr never attempted the navigation of 
the Notez, from an ill-founded perfuafion of 
its not being pra<Sticable. No fooncr, how- 
ever, had the king of Pruflia acquired the 
country throu^ which that river takes its 
courfe, than it was inftantly, and without 
undcrgoii^ the leaft alteration, covered with 
vcflels. 



III. MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT.^ 

The king has a corps of near i ,000 troops 
in his own pay, and entirely dependent upon 
hirafelf . Thefe troops confift chiefly of Ulans 
or light horfe, who furnifh alternately the 
cfcort which accompanies his majefty. We 

few 
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law a finall party, about thirty, who were 
encamped near his villa, and had afterwards 
an opportunity of examining them more mi- 
nutely. The Ulans are chiefly Tartars, many 
of them Mahometans, and are greatly to be 
relied on for their fidelity. The corps is 
compofcd of gentlemen and valTals : they all 
form in fquadron together, but are differently 
armed ; they indifcriminately carry both fabres 
and piftols, but the gentlpmen only bear lances 
of about ten feet long ; inftead of which, the 
others are armed with carabines. Their drefs 
is a high fur cap, a green and red jacket, 
pantaloons of the fame colour, which cover 
the boots as low as the ankle ; and a petti* 
coat of white cloth defcending to the kn^. 
Their heads are all fhaved. after the Polifh 
manner *. Their lances, at the end of which 
is faflened'a long fwallow- tailed flag of black 
and red cloth, are fhorter and weaker than 
thofe of the Auflrian Croats ; but they carry 
and ufe them much in the fame manner, and 
with no lefs dexterity. The men, though of 
diflferent fizes, feemed fine and well grown -, 
but were greatly disfigured with their petti« 
coats and pantaloons. Their horfes were 

• See Book II. Chapter II. 

about 



C. 7* A R M Y O F POX A N D^ lyj 

about fourteen hand$ high, qf remarkable 
fpirit, with great ftrength of fhoulder. Po- 
land Is much efteemed for its breed of horfes j 
and the king of Pruflia procures his light 
cavalry from this country. The breed, how- 
ever, has been almoft ruined during the late 
civil wars, and the nobility are now chiefly 
fupplied from Tartary. 

The armies of Poland and Lithuania are 
independent of each other, being feparately 
commanded, and under the diredion of the 
refpe<5live great generals. In time of war 
the king in perfon may lead the forced of 
the republic* Formerly the . power of thefe 
great generals was uncontrouled, excepting 
by the diet, to which alone they were ame- 
nable for their adtniniftration. Their eiior- 
mous authority, Jiowever, underwent fome li- 
mitation in 1768, by the appointment of a 
committee of war, of which they are perpe- 
tual prefidents ; and was ftill further circum- 
fcribed by the eftablifliment of the military 
department in the permanent council, whofe 
pffice has been already defcribed *. 

In 1778 the following was the ftatc of the 
Polifli army» 

* See p, 127, 

Troops 
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Troops of Poland. 

Complement. Cfit^Uve men* Wanting* 

Staff officers - - 27 27 — 

Cavalry . - - 4997 47^8 289 

Total of Poland 12310 11438 872 

Army of Lithuania. 

Staff officers - - 25 25 — 

Cavalry - - - 2670 2497 ^73 

,n&,«,>c.„di_ng| ^^^, 4465 305 

Total of Lithuania 7465 6987 478 

Total of the Polifh and Lithuanian troops, 

19775 18425 1350 

The (landing army of Poland being fo in* 
confiderable ; the defence of the country, in 
cafe of invafion, is left to the gentry at large, 
who are affembled by regular fummons from 
the king with the confent of the diet. Every 
palatinate is divided into diftrids, over each of 
which proper officers are appointed; and every 
perfon pofTeffing free and noble tenures is 
bound to military fervice, either fingly or 

at 
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at the head of a certain number of his 
retainers, according to the extent and nature 
of his poflcffions. The troops thus aflembled 
are obliged only to ferve fcM- a limited time ; 
and are not under the neccffity of marching 
beyond the limits of their country. The 
mode of levying and maintaining this army 
is cxaftly fimilar to that praftiied under the 
feudal fyfton* At prefent, though it is al- 
moft totally unfit for the purpofcs of repel- 
ling a foreign enemy, it is yet a powerful 
inftrument in the hands of domeftic fa<ftion z 
for the expedition with which it is raifed 
under the feudal regulations, facilitates the 
formation of thofe dangerous confederacies^ 
which fuddently ftart up on the contefted 
eledion of a fovereign, or whenever the nob- 
bles are at variance with each other. 

There are two forts of confederacies:. The 
firft are thofe formed with the confent of 
the king, fenate^ or equcftrian order, aifem- 
bled in the diet ; by which the whcde nation 
confederates for the good of the country. 
The fecood are the confode-acies of the fe- 
veral palatinates, which unite for the purpofe 
of redreffing any grievances^ or remonftrat- 
ing againft encroachments of the fovereign 
power. Thefe may be particular, or general, 

8 and 
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and are ufually the forerunners of a civil wan 
The general confederacy, which is always in 
oppofition to the king, is called Roko:i^, and 
is formed by the union of the particular con- 
federacies. 

As every Polifli gentleman has a right to 
maintain as many troops as he chufes, it may 
cafily be conceived, that each palatinate is 
the fcene of occafional difputes and petty 
contentions between the principal nobles, 
and fometimes even between their refpedive 
retainers • In fuch a dreadful ftate of an- 
archy, it is a wonder that the whole kingdom 
is not a perpetual fcene of endlefs com- 
motions, and that the nation is compofed of 
^ny thing elfe but lawlefs banditti. It re- 
dounds, therefore, greatly to the honour of 
the natural diipofition of the Poles, that amid 
all thefe incentives to confufion, a much 
greater degree of tranquillity, than could be 
well cxpedled, is maintained. 

The Ruffian troops have been fo long 
quartered in this country, that they may 
almoft be confidcred as forming, part of the 
national army. The whole kingdom is en- 
tirely under the protection, or, in other words,, 
under the power of Ruffia, who rules over 
it with the lame unbounded authority a& over 

on& 
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one of its own provinces. The king is in 
efFedt little more than a viceroy j vvrhile the 
Ruffian embaflador has the real fovereignty, 
and regulates all the affairs of the kingdom 
according to the dire<9:ion of his court. The 
emprefs maintains within the country about 
lo^ooo foldiers* Every garrifon is compof- 
cd of Ruffian and native troops ; a thoufand of 
the former are ftationed at Warfaw ; and each 
gate of the town is guarckd by a Ruffian and 
Polifh centinel. In a word, the Ruffian 
troops hold the nobles in fubjedlion; and 
for the prefent prevent internal feuds and 
commotions* But when Poland (if ever that 
event fhould happen) (hall be again left to 
hcrfelf, the fame fury of contending parties, 
now {mothered, but not annihilated, , will 
probably break out with redoubled fury; 
and again generate thofe difturbances which 
have long convulfed this unhappy kingdom : 
and to what a wretched ftate is that country 
reduced, which owes its tranquillity to the 
interpoiition of a foreign a4|y ! 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Wretched fiate of Pdand*— D/'yj^^j^ of the 
inhabitants into /• N^ks or gentry ^ IL 
Clergy-, UL Burghers-, IF. Peafants.^^ 
State of Vi^Jida^. — Its fatal effe^s. — In^ 
fiances of a few nobles who have given liherty 
to their peafants . — Advantages refulting from 
that practice. -^V. Jems. — Population ^Pp* 
land* 

POLISH liberty may be coofideffid 
as the fource of Polifli wretchediieis > 
and Poland appears to me> as far as I can 
judge by the fpecimens which fell under my 
obfcrvation, of all countries the moft diftrefled* 
Nor indeed do the natives themfelves attempt 
to palliate or deny this melancholy fa<9:.. 
Upon exprdfing my furprife at one inftance 
of the abufe of Uberty, to which I had been, 
myfelf a witnefs, to a perfon well verfed in the 
laws of the country, he returned for anfwer^ 
** If you knew the confufion and anarchy erf" 
•* our conftitutionx you would be fiirprifed 
*^ at nothing: many grievances neceflarily 
** exift even in the beft-regulated ftates ; what 

**then 
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** then muft be the cafe in ours, which of 
''* all governments is the moft deteftable ?" 
Another lamenting the dreadful fituation of 
his country, faid to me, *• The name of 
*' Poland ftill remains, but the nation nQ 
** longer exifts : an univerfal corruption and 
* venality pervades all ranks of people. Maiqr 
of the firft nobility do not bluflj to receive 
penfions from foreign courts : one pro- 
** feifes himfelf publicly an Auilriaq, a fecond 
** a Pruffian, a third a Frenchman, and a 
^* fourth a Ruflian." 

The prefent fituation of the Polifh nation 
imgreff^d my mind with the moft pathetic 
ideas of fallen greatnefs ; and I co^ld not; 
confider, without a mixture of regret and fym-. 
pathy, a people, who formerly gave law tp 
the north, reduced to fo low a ftate^ of infig- 
nificance and domeftic mifery. The nation 
has few manufiuStures, fcarcely any com- 
merce ; a king almoft without authority ; 
the nobles in a ftate of uncontrouled anarchy ; 
the peafants groaning under a yoke of feudal 
defpotifm far worfe than the tyranny of an 
abfolute monarch. I never before obferved 
fuch an inequality of fortune, fuch fudden 
tranfition from extreme riches to extreme 

N 2 _ poverty ^ 
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poverty ; wherever I turned my eyes, luxury 
and wrretchednefs were conftant neighbours. 
In a word> the boafted Polifli liberty is not 
enjoyed in the fmalleft degree by the bulk of 
the people, but is confined among the nobles 
or gentry. The truth of thefe remarks will 
appear from the following account of the 
inhabitants. 

The inhabitants of Poland arc nobles, cler- 
gy, citizens, and peafants. 

I. The Nobles are divided into two clafles : 
the members of the fenate, and of the equef- 
trian order. Having, upon a former occa- 
fion*, defcribed the powers which fenators 
enjoy in their colledtive capacity, it will be 
unnecefTary to repeat them in this place. 

We fhould be greatly deceived if we were 
to underftand the word noble in our fenfe of 
that term. In the laws of Poland, a noble 
is a perfon who poflefTes a freehold "f* eftate, 

or 

\ 

♦ See p. 139. 

t Some citizens have the right of poflefling lands within 
a league of the town which they inhabit \ but thefe lands 
arc not free and noble, and are always diftinguiflied from 
the freeholds of the nobles ; the latter are called in the 
fiatute law terrigena^ or earth-born, free to live where 

tbey 
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or who can prove his defcent from anceftors 
fo;-inerly pofleffing a freehold, following no 
trade or commerce, and at liberty to choofe 
the place of his habitation. This defcrip- 
tion includes all perfbns above burghers and 
peafants. The members of this body be- 
low the rank of fenators are called, in a 
colled:ive ftate, the equeftrian order; and in 
their individual capacities nobles, gentlemen, 
freemen, or land-holders, which appelktiona 
are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gentry are, in the ftrift 
letter of the law, equal by birth ; fo that all 
honours and titles are fuppofed to add nothing 
to their real dignity *. By means of their 

reprefentatives 

they pleafe, to diftinguifli them from perfons neceflarily 
inhabiting towns, '' Quos leges nominant terrigenas, noi> 
** alii funt, quam nobiles y exprimitque prius vocabulum, 
" polonicum Ziemianin^ quo in agris fibi et fuo jure vivens 
" intelligitur, quae nobilium in Polonia eft conditio, qui 
" non civitates & oppida, fed fua prsedia habitantes, vitam 
** fuo arbitrio difponunt.*' Leng. Jus Pub. L p. 297. a 
true feudal diftindion. They arc alfo ftylcd indtgena or 
natives, and conclves or fellow-citizens of the republic. 

* It is particularly ftipulated, that titles give no prece- 
dence ; which is called in the Pafta Conventa of Auguftus 
III. " Jus aequalitatis inter cives regni," &c. upon which 
Lengnich makes the following remark, '* Omnis hxc 
^ nobjlitas natura eft aequalis, quod omnes^ ex ilia, ad 

N 3 <*eadem 
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reprefentativcs in the diet, they hive a fharo 
in the legiflative authority: and in fonie 
cafes, as in the ele<ftion of a king, they af-^ 
iemble in perfon ; when each noble is capa^ 
bie of being elected a huntio, of bearing the 
office of a fenator, and of prefcnting hinifelf 
as a candidate upon a vacancy in the throne, 
.No noble can be arrefted w^ithout being pre- 
vioufly convi<5ted, except in cafes of high 
treafon, murder, and robbery on the highn 
v^ay, and then he muft be furprifed in the 
hd:. The definition of a noble being thus 
applied not only to perfons actually poiTeffing 



^ eadem jura, in eandem fpem nafcuntur. Tituli Princi-! 
*' pum, Marchionum, Cotnitum, quibus alii pra aliis in^ 
** figniuntur, vocabula funt, quae ftatum non immutant, 
** & qui illis gaudent, non alio, quam nobilium jure, fua 
" tenent. Neque Polonia alias Principum, alias Marchi- 
^^ onum, alias Comitum, alias Equitum leges novit ^ fed 
** omnibus una nobilium lex fcripta eft* Inde in conclavi 
" Nunciorum Principiim & Comitum nominibus fulgen- 
** tes, cxteris permixtos videmus. Nullum ibi inter mor 

1 ** did agelli & paucorum jugerum, ac aliquot oppidorum 
*' multorumque vicorum dominum, obfervatur difcrimen, 
" Praecedunt alii, alii fequuntur non ex titulis familiarum, 
** fed ad palatinatuum terrarumque, ex quibus nuntii miiS, 

.. ** ordinem. Eadem in fenatu ratio. Affignat loca, mune- 
" ris non ftemmatis dignitas. Et qui fenator non princeps, 
"non comes, praecedit principem, ac comitem, non 
** fenatoremv* Pac. Con. p. 31. 

land. 
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land, but even to the defcendants of former 
landholders, comprehends fuch a large body of 
men, that many of them areinaftate of extreme 
indigence; and as, according to the Polifli 
law, they lofe their nobility if they follow 
trade or commerce, the mofl: needy generally 
devote themfelves to the iervice of the richer 
i>obles, who, like the old feudal barons, are 
conftantly attended by a large number of 
retainers- As all nobles, without any dif- 
tind:ion, enjoy the right of voting, as well 
for the choice of nuntios, as at the election of 
a king, their poverty and their number is 
frequently produd:ive of great inconvenience- 
Hence the king, who has juftly conceived a 
great veneration for the Englifh conftitution, 
ivifhed to introduce into the new code a law 
fimilar to ours relating to county eledtions, 
that no perfon Ihould be intitled to a vote 
in the choice of a nuntio but thofe who pof- 
fefled a certain qualification in land *. This 

prqpofition, 

♦ Connor mentions a fimilar attempt of John Cafimir, 
'which failed of fuccefs. '" King Cafimir obferving the 
'^ great abufes^that fpring from every little gentleman's? 
^* pretended privilege to fit in the little diets, ordered 
" that none fhould have a vote there, in elefting a deputy 
^ A nuntio, but fuch only as had at leaft two hundred 

N 4 - " crowns 
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propoiition, however, has been received with 
fuch marks of diflatisfa6lion, that there is 
little probability of its ever being fuffered to 
pafs into i law. 

II. The Clergy. Miciflaus, thelirftfovereign 
of Poland who embraced Chriftianity, A. D. 
966, granted feveral immunities and eftates 
to the clergy. His fucceflbrs and the rich 
nobles followed his example ; and the riches of 
this body continued increafing as well from 
royal as private donations, until the diet, ap- 
prehenfive left in procefs of time the greateft 
part of the eftates fhould pafs into the hands 
of the clergy, forbad by different laws, and 
particularly in 1669, the alienation of lands 
to the church, under penalty of forfeiture : 
and under the prefent reign feveral eftates have 
been confifcated which had been beftowcd 
upon the clergy fince that period. 

From the time of the firft eftablifhmcnt 
of the catholic religion by Cardinal iEgidius, 
nuntio from Pope John XII. the biihops have 
been admitted into the fcnate as king's coun- 

<* crowns a year ; whereupon the palatine of Pofnania, 
" offering to put this law in execution in his province, 
" was not only aflFronted, but alfd narrowly efcaped with 
^ bis life/' Hift. of Poland, v. II. p. 104- 

iellors. 
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fcllors. They were ufually appointed by the 
king, and confirmed by the pope ; but, fince 
the creation of the permanent council, they 
are nominated by his majefty out of three 
candidates chofen by the council : a bifhop, 
the moment he is appointed, is of courfe 
entitled to \ all the privileges of a fenator. 
The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate, as we 
have before obferved, the firft fenator in rank, 
and viceroy during an interi:egnum. 

The ecclefiaftics are all freemen, and, in 
fome particular inftances, have their own 
courts of juftice, in which the canon law 
is pradtifed. Of thcfe courts of juftice pe- 
culiar to the clergy, there are three forts s 
I. The confiftorial, under the jurifdi<Stion 
of each bifhop in his diocefe ; 2 * The me- 
tropolitan, under the primate, to which an 
appeal lies from the bifhop'^ court ; 3 , That 
of the pope's nuntio, which is the fupreme 
ecclefiaftical judicature within the kingdom, 
to which an appeal may be made both from 
the decifion of the bifhop and of the pri- 
mate. In cafes of divorce, difpenfations fot 
marriages, and in other inftances, the parties, 
as in all catholic countries, muft apply to the 
pope ; by which means no inconfiderable fum 
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of money is drawn out of the country by the 
fee of Rotnc. 

In moft civil affairs the clergy are amen- 
able to the ordinary courts of juftice. In 
criminal caufes, an ecclefiaftic is firft arrefted 
by "the civil powers, then judged in the con- 
fifiory, and, if convifted, he is remitted to 
the civil power, in order to undergo the pe- 
nalty annexed to the crime of which he has 
been found guilty. One great ecclefiaftical 
abufe, which has been abolifhed in moft other 
catholic countries, ftill exifts in this kingdom ! 
when the Pope fends a bull into Poland, the 
clergy publifh and carry it into execution, 
without the confirmation or approbation of 
the civil power. Before 1538 ecclefiaftica 
were allowed to hold civil employments ^ 
but in that year priefts were declared incapable 
of being promoted to fecular offices. They 
were alfo exempted from paying any taxes ^ 
but this exemption ha? been wifely taken 
off, and they are now rated in the fame man- 
ner as the laity, w'ith this difference; that 
their contributions are not called taxes, but 
charitable fubfidies. 

IIL The next clafs of people are the Burg- 
hers, inhabiting towns, whofe privileges were 

formerly 
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formerly far more Confiderable than they are 
at prefent. 

The hiftory of all countries, in which the 
feudal fyftem has been cftablifhed, bears 
teftimony to the pernicious policy of holding 
the lower clafles of men in a ftate of llavifh 
fubjeftion. In procefs of time, a concur- 
rence of caufes ^ contributed gradually to 
foften the rigour of this fervitude with regar^ 
to the bughers, in feveral of the feudal king- 
doms. Among other circumftances tending 
to their proteftion, the moft favourable was 
the formation of feveral cities into bodies po- 
litic, with the privilege of fxercifing muni- 
cipal jurifdidion. This inftitution took its 
rife in Italy, the firft country in Europe which 
emerged from barbarifm ; and w^s from thence 
transferred to France and Germany. It was 
firft introduced into Poland about 1250, dur- 
ing the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, who 
being inftruded in the Teutonic or German 
Jaws by Henry the bearded duke of Wra- 
tiflaw, granted firft to Cracow, and after- 

* It does not enter into the plan of this work to defcribe 
thefe caufes : the reader will find them amply and ably 
lUuftrated in a View of the State of Europe, prefixed to 
Dr. Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. 

8 wards 
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wards to fevcral other towns, the privileges 
poflefled by the German cities : this body 
of rights is called in the ftatutes of Poland 
yus Magdeburgicum et Teutonicum ; and the 
caufe affigned for its introdudtion is, that 
no city could flourifli and increafe under the 
feudal laws;*. In the 13th and following 
centuries the kings and great barons built 
fcveral towns, to all which they granted a 
charter of incorporation, conceived in the 
following terms ^f* : ^^ Transfero banc villam ex 
^^ jure Polonico in jus TeutonicumJ* The be- 
neficial tendency of this political regulation 
ibon appeared, by a fudden increaie of popu- 
lation and wealth : the burghers of fome of 
the principal free towns acquired fuch a de-r 
gree of importance and confideration, as to 
^ive their aflent to treaties, and fend deputies 
to the national aflembly; a noble was not 
degraded by being a burgher, and a burgher 
was capable of being an officer of the crown, 
A treaty % which Cafimir the Great entered 
into with the knights of the Teutonic order, 
was not only figned by the king and the 

♦ Leng. Jus Pub. p. 524. ♦ 

t Chromer, 

X DIugpflius, L. IX. p. 1067. 

principal 
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principal nobles, but alfo by the burghers of 
Cracow, Pofen, Sandomir, and other towns 5 
and under the fame monarch Wiernefk*, 
burgomafter of Cracow, was fubmarfhal and 
treafurer of the crown. 

The burghers enjoyed the privileges juft 
mentioned during the Jaghellon line, as ap-. 
pears from the different ads of Sigifinond I^ 
and his fon Sigifinond Auguftus^ During the 
reign of the former the nobles endeavoured 
to exclude the deputies of Cracow from the 
diet; but that monarch not only; confirmed 
the right of that city to fend repifeientatives, 
but even decreed, that the citizens were in- 
cluded within the clafs of poble§ •f. 

♦ This Wiernelk was fo rich, that in 1363, when the. 
emperor Charles IV. married at Cracow Elizabeth grand- 
daughter of Cafimir, he gave a moft fumptuous entertain- 
ment to his fovereign, to the emperor, kings of Hungary, 
Denmark, Cyprus, and other princes, who were prefent 
at the marriage : befide other magnificent gifts which he 
beftowed upon the company, he prefepted Cafimir with $1 
fum equal to the portion of the bride. Chromer^ p, 

324- 

t Confules Cracovienfes, &c. debere et poflfe omnibus 
confiliis, quibus alii nuntii terreftres aderunt, &c, more 
folito confultari. Statuta Pol. p. 8. Cracovla eft incor- 
porata et unita nobilitati j ib« terjr^rumque civitatumque 
iiuntii, p. 353. 

When 
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When the crown became wholly eledtivci 
the burghers fuiFered continual encroach-* 
ments on their privileges at every nominltioa 
of a new fovereign; they loft the right oi 
poiTeffing lands, excepting within a fmall 
diftance of their towns, of fending deputies 
to the diets, and were of courfe excluded 
from all (hare of the legiflative authority ^ 
The principal caufe of this exclufion vsras, 
that as the burghers were not obliged, hf 
the nature of their tenures, to march a^nft 
the enemy, but were only under the neceffity 
of furuifhing arms and waggons &r the uik 
of the army ; they incurred the contempt c^ 
the warlike gentry, who, in the trite ipirit of 
feudal arrogance, confidered all occupations, 
but that of war, as beneath a freeman, and 
all^perfons, not bound to military lervices, at 
unqualified for the adminiftration of public 
affairs. 

The burghers, however, ftill enjoy a con-» 
fiderable portion of freedom, and poflfefs the 
following immunities : they eledt their own 
burgomafter and council ; they regulate their 
interior police ; and have thpir own criminal 
courts of juftice, which decide without api* 
peal. A burgher, wheai plaintiff againft i^ 
noble, is obliged to carry the caufe into the 

courts 
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courts of jufticc belonging to the nobles, 
where the judgment is final ; when defendant, 
he muft be cited before the magiftrates of 
his own town, from whence an appeal lies 
only to the king in the afleflbrial tribun^. 
To Ais exemption from the jurifdi(Sion of 
the nobles, though only in one fpecies of 
caufes, the burghers owe whatever degree of 
independence they ftill retain ; as without 
this immunity they would long ago have been 
reduced to a fbate of vaflalage. 

IV. The Peafants jin Poland, ^s in all feu- 
dal governments, are ferfs or flaves j and the^ 
value of an eftate is not eftimated fo much 
from its extent, as from the number of its^^ 
peasants, who are transferred from one mafter 
to another lil^ fo many head of cattle. 

The peasants, however, are not all in ai> 
equal fl:ate of fubjedion ; they are diftin- 
guiflied into two forts ; i.. German; 2. Na- 
tives ^ 

I . During the- reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, 
and mtore particularly in that of Cafimir the 
Great, many Germans fettled in Poland, who 
were indulged in the ufe of the German 
laws*; and their defcendants ftill continue 

♦ Lubienflci, p. io8. Florus Pol. p. Ii8. Chromer, 

. to 
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to enjoy feveral privileges not pofleflcd by the 
generality of Polifh peafants. The good eiFedls 
of thefe privileges are very vifible in the general 
ftate of their domeftic occonomy ; their villages! 
are better built, and their fields better cul- 
tivated, than thofe wrhich belong to the na- 
tive Poles ; they poffefs more cattle, pay their 
quit-rents to their lords v^ith greater exaft- 
nefs ; and, when compared with the others, 
are cleaner and neater in their perfons. 

2. The flavery of the Polifh peafants is 
very ancient, and was always extremely rigo- 
rous. Until the time of Cafimir the Great, 
the lord could put his peafant to death wdth 
impunity ; and, when the latter had no chil- 
dren, confidered himfelf as the hdr, and iei- 
2ed all his efFcds. In 1 347, Cafimir prefcrib- 
cd a fine for the murder of a peafant ; and 
enafted, that, in cafe of his deceafe without 
iffue, his next heir fhould inherit *. The 
iame fovereign alfo decreed, that a peafant 
was capable of bearing arms as a foldier ; and 
that therefore he ought to be confidered as a 
freeman. But thefe and other regulations, by 
which that amiable monarch endeavoured to 
alleviate the miferies of the vaflTals, have 

♦ Stat. Pol. I. p. 24. 

proved 
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proved inefFedlual againft the power and tyran- 
ny of the nobles^ and have been either abro- 
gated or eluded. Thit law, which gives the 
property of a peafant dying without iffue to 
the next of kin, was inftantly rendered nu- 
gatory by an old Polifh maxim, ^* That no 
** flave can carry on any procefs againft his 
** mafter ;" and even the fine for his murder 
was feldom levied, on account of the nume- 
rous difficulties which attend the conviction 
of a noble for this or any other enormity. So 
far indeed from being inclined to foften the 
fervitude of their vaflals, the nobles have af- 
certained ,and eftablifhed it by repeated and 
pofitive ordinances. An able Polifh writer, in 
a benevolent treatife * addrefled to the chan- 
cellor Zamoifki, obferves, that in the ftatutes 
of Poland there are above an hundred laws 
unfavourable to the peafants, which, among, 
other grievances, ereft fummary tribunals 
fubjcdt to no appeals ; and impofe the fevereft 
penalties upon thofe who quit their villages 
without leave. From thefe numerous and 
rigorous edids to prevent the elopement of 
the peafants> the fame humane author juftly 

* Patriotic Letters. 

' Vol. I. O infers 
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infers the extreme wretchedncis of thk c^- 
preffed clals of mtn, who cannot be detained 
in the place of their nativity but by the ter* 
ifor of the fevereft puniihment* 

The native peaiants may be divided intti^ 
two forts : i. Peafants of the crown ^ 2r Pea-^ 
fents belonging to individuals. 

1 . Peafants of the crown are thofe wha 
are fettled in the great fiefs of the king- 
dom, or in the royal demdnjos, ; and are 
under the jurifdidtions of the flarofts. If 
the crown-peafants are oppreficd by thefr 
judges, they may lodge a complaint in the 
royal courts of juftice; and^ fhould theftaroft 
endeavour to obftrud the procefe,. the king 
can order the chancellor to iifue a iafe-con— 
dud, by which he takes the injured perfbit 
under his protection : and although in moft^ 
cafes the corrupt ^miniftratioa cf juftice, and 
the fuperior influence of the flaroafts, prevent 
a complainant from cdbtaining any ^&&mL 
redrefs even in the king's eoaoris > yet, th» ^wrjt 
poilibility of procuring rclieE is hmo. check tm 
injuftice, and fome aUveiation. of ditoefsi. 

2. Peafaats belonging to individiials are at 
the abfolute difpofal of their mafter,. and have 
fcarcely any pofitive fecurity, either for their 
properties or their lives* Until 1768 the 

ftatutes 



ftatutes bt Pokrid only exadted a jfine from 
^ lord \^iio killed his flave; but in that 
y^ar a decree pafted, by which the murder 
6i* i peafant was a capital crime ; yet, as the 
liw in qtieftloti requires fuch an acciimulatiori 
6f evidence * aS is feldom to be obtained, it has 
hxott iht appeirance of protedion than the 
feality* 

How dfeplbta^te ihuft be the rtate of thafc 
cduhtry, wheii a law of fuch a nature was 
thought feqiiifite to be enaded, yet is found 
incapable of being enforced ! The generality, 
indeed, of the Polifh nobles are not inclined 
Either to eflablifh or give efficacy to any re- 
gulations in favour of the peafants, whoni 
they fcarcely cohfider as entitled to the com- 
rrioii rights of humanity -f.- A few nobles^ 
however, of benevolent hearts and enlightened 
uhdemaridihgs, have ad:ed upon different 
principles ; and have ventured upon the ex- 

* The Ttt\ltde)rer muft be taken in the fa<a ; which mii^ 
be proved by two gentlertten Or four peafants ; and if he 
is not taken in the fail, and there are not the above- 
mentioned number of wltnefles, he only pays a fine. 

t Zamoifki, in his new code of laws, has warmly pleads 
cd the catt^ of the peafants 5 but fuch are the national 
pifejudices, that it is uncertain whether the diet will receive 
thit code, and confirm its decrees, though formed upon 
Ae common and ilatural rights of mankind. 

O z pedient 



n 



196 INHABITANTS OF POLAND. B. I# 

pedient of giving liberty to their vaflals. The 
event has fliowed this projedt to be no lefs 
judicious than humane; no lefs friendly to 
their own interefts than to the happinefs of 
their peafants : for it appears that in the dif- 
tridts, in which the new arrangement has 
been introduced, the population of their villages 
is confiderably increafed, and the revenues of 
their eftates augmented in a triple proportion. 
The firft noble who granted freedom to his 
peafants was Zamoiiki, formerly great chan- 
cellor, who in 1760 enfranchifed fix villages 
in the palatinate of Mafovia. Thefe villages 
were, in 1777, vifited by the author of the 
Patriotic Letters, from whom I received the 
following information: On infpefting th^ 
parifli-regifters of births from 1750 to 1760, 
that is, during the ten years of flavery im- 
mediately preceding their enfranchifement, 
he found the number of births 434 ; in the 
fif ft ten years of their freedom, from 1 760 to 
1770, 620 ; and from 1770 to the begin- 
ning of 1777, 585 births. 

By thefe extradts it appeared, that during 
the 

Firft period there were only 43 births! 

Second period 62 i^^J^ 

Third period ^ ^ '^ ^ ^ yy y 

" If 
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If we fuppofe an improvement of this fort to 
take place throughout the kingdom, how 
gre^t would be the increafe of national po- 
pulation ! 

The revenues of the fix villages, fince their 
enfranchifement, have been augmented in a 
much greater proportion than their popula- 
tion. In their ftate of vaiTalage Zamoilki was 
obliged, according to the cuftom.of Poland, 
to build cottages and barns for his peafants ; 
and to furnifh them with feed, hories, ploughs, 
and every implement of agriculture : fince their 
attainment of libetty they are become fo eafy 
in' their circumfl:ances, as to provide them- 
felves with all thefe neceflaries at their own 
expence; and they likewife cheerfully pay an 
annual rent, in lieu of the manual labour, 
which their mafl:er formerly exacted from 
them. By thefe means the receipts of this 
particular efi:ate have been nearly tripled. 

Upon figriing the deed of enfranchifement 
of the fix villages, their benevolent mafler in- 
timated fome apprehenfions to the inhabitants, 
l^fl:, encouraged by their freedom, they (hould 
fall into every fpecies of licentioufnefs, and 
commit more diforders than when they were 
Haves. The fimplicity and good fenfe of their 
anfwer is remarkable ; ** When we had no 

O ^ *' other 
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*^ Other property," returned they, ^^ than th^ 
*' flick which we hold in our hands, ye were 
** deftitute of all encouragernent to a right 
*^ condudt ; and, having nothing to Ipfe, ac^ted 
*' on all Qccafions in an inconfiderate maimer; 
** but npw that our houfes, our lands, and 
*^ our cattle, are our own, the fear of forfeit- 
** ing t^^em will be a conftant reftraipit upoi^ 
^^ our actions/' The fincerity of thi^ affey-? 
tiop was manifefted by the ey?|it. Wbil^ 
they were in a ftate of feryitude, Zampifki 
was occafionally obliged to pay fines for dif- 
^rders * copiniitted by his peafants^i who, in 
a ftate of drunkennefs, would attack and foroe-^ 
times kill paflengers ; fince the^r freedom he 
Jias feldom received any complaints of this 
fort againft them, Thefe cir<?umftance§ dcr 
cifively confute the ill-grouiid^d furmifes en-« 
tert^ined by many Poles, that their yaflal§ are 
too licentious and ungovernable not to makq^ 
^n ill ufe of freedom* Zamoifki, pleafed with 
the thriving; ft^te of the fix villages, l^as en-, 
franchifed the p^eafants on all his eftate$^ 

The e:sapipje of Zampiiki has been foU 

*l9wed by Cnreptpwitz, vice-chancellor of 

Lithuania* and th? abbe Bry^^otpwiki, with. 

* Called, in the Polifli law^, Pro incontinentia fubdi- 
torum, 

fimilar 






iimilar fucccfs. I was informed hy a perfon 
who had viiited the abbe'5 eftate at Pawlowe 
near Vihia ; that the happy countenance and 
conofortable air of th^fe pcafants i:rtade them 
appear a different Jiace of men ham the 
wretched tenants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages. The peafants, penetrated with a ftnft 
cf their mailer's kindnefs, have artf^d, at 
their own expence, a pillar with an infcrip* 
tion expreffive of their gratitude and af- 
iecftion:. 

Prince StaniflaoicSy nephew to the king of 
Poland^ has warmly patronized the plan of 
giving liberty to the peafants. His own good 
fenie and natural humanity, in^iproved during 
his , reiidence in England by a view of that 
equal Hberty which pervades every rank of 
inen> have raifed him above the prejudiced 
too prevalent anK>ng his countrymen : he has 
enfranchifed four villages not far from War-^ 
iaw, in which he has not only emancipated 
the peafants from their flavery, but even con- 
4efcends to dire<3: their affairs^ I had the 
honour of holding feveral converfittions with 
turn upon this fubjeift ; he explained to me, 
in the moft fatisfaftory manner, that the grant 
of freedom was no lefs advantageous to the 
lord than to the peafant, provided the former 

O 4 i8 
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is willing to fuperintend their condudt for a 
few years, and to put them in a way of adting 
for themfelves ; for fuch is the ignorance of 
the generality among the boors, arifing from 
their abjed:. flavery, and fo Httle have they 
been ufually left to their own difcretion, that 
few at firfl are equal to the proper manage- 
ment of a farm. From a convidion of thefe 
fz&Sy the prince, whofe knowledge and bene- 
volence I fhall ever revere, continues his at^ 
tention to their concerns : he vifits their cot- 
tages i /uggeftp improvements in agriculture ; 
inflruds them in the mode of rearing cattle 
and beesi and points out the errors into 
which ignorance and incapacity occaiionally 
betray them. 

The example of this prince, great by his 
rank, but ftill greater by his humanity, can 
fcarcely fail of producing its due efFea: i efpe- 
cially as he intends giving to the public a 
particular account of his arrangements and 
regulations ; and will fhow how much he has 
increafed the yalue of his eftate as well as the 
happinefs of his peafants. Still the condition 
of thefe peafants is not permanent -, for though 
a lord grants their freedom, yet he cannot en- 
tail It upon them, as his fucceifor may again 
reduce them to their original ftate of vaifa- 

lage, 
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lage. It IS, however, in agitation to fecure 
the perpetuity of their liberty, when th^ arc 
once rendered free 5 but this meafure is of fa 
delicate a nature, that it muft be introduced 
with great caution, and can ojily be the gra^ 
dual work of time, 

V. In giving an account of the different 
clafles of men who inhabit this country, the 
Jews form too confiderable a part of its pre- 
fent inhabitarlts not to be particularly men^ 
tioned. This people date their introdudtion 
into Poland about the time of Cafimir the 
Great; and as they enjoy privileges which 
they fcarcely polTefs in any other country ex-^ 
cepting England and Holland, their numbers 
have furprizingly increafed. Lengnich, whom 
I have often quoted, fays of them, that they 
" monopolize * the commerce and trade of 
** the country, keep the inns and taverns, are 
^* ftewards to the nobility ; and feem to have 
" fo much influence, th^t nothing can be 
** bought or fold without the intervention of 
•* a Jew/' Under John Sobiefki they were 
fo highly favoured, that his adminiftration 
was invidioufly called a Jewifli junto : h? 

• Pac. Con, Aug, HI. p. 128. 
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farmed to the Jews the royal demefncs ; and 
put fuch confidence in them as raifed great 
difcontents among the nobility. After his 
death, an antient law of Sigifinond I. was re-r 
vived, and inferted in the Pa£la Conventa of 
Auguftus II • that no Jew or perfon of low 
birth fhould be capable of farming the royal 
revenues. 

In fbme towns, as at Cafimir, Pofen, &c. 
the Jews are permitted to fettle, but in otho* 
places they are only allowed to refide during 
the time of fairs, or when the dietines are 
affembled ; but the laws are feldom put in 
force againft them. I endeavoured to obtain 
a probable account of their number; but I 
found this to be no eafy matter, although aU 
Jews, as well male as female, pay an. annual 
poll-tax, and therefore muft be regiftered. 
According to the laft capitation there were 
166,871 Jews in Poland, exclufive of Li>- 
thuania, who paid that tax; ; but this cannot 
be their full complement, as it h their inj* 
tereft to diminifli their number ; and it is a 
well-known fad, that they conceal their chil-- 
dren as much as poflible. Perhaps the foU 
lowing calculationis will affift us in this re-^ 
fearch. Of 2,580,796 inhabitants in Auftrian 
Poland, 144,200,^ or about, an; eighteenth, 

were 



lyere J?\y5 *• The g^gtti^pth of the prcfent 
pqpul^tipn of Pplapd will give i^ear 500,090 : 
aliowing:, the^refpre, for omilT^oni^ in the capi- 
^tiow^ ^3 well ^$ fpr thp(^ who migrated into 
Ifal^d ffpm the |iuffi^n diffnemljeFed pro- 
vince -f, the q^mber of Jpwti may fairjy he 
expiated at 600^^000, 

Befpre the late partition, Poland contained 
ahout 14,000,000 of inhabitants J • As far 
as I could collect from various conversations 
lyith ftyeral intelligent Poles, its prefeqt pQ^- 
pulatipn amo^nt$ to 9;|OOOa»ooo, 

^t is pot unworthy of obfervation, that 
while the feudal laws, formerly fo unjverfal, 
and of which fome traces are ftill to be dif- 
covered in moj(l countries, have been gradually 

♦ See Compend, Geog. Sclavomae, Gallicae, &c. p, 66* 
+ Jews are not tolerated in Ruffia. 
X Buiching gives the following eftimate of the popuIa« 
^on of Poland fii^ce the partition ; 

Males' — ^ — 4,396^969 

* Females -^ — — 4>298,o83 

f Secular 18,369 1 
Ecclefia,ftics 4 Regular 10,189 > -— 31,137^ 

C Nuns 2,579 ^^ 

T J Males 300,6iz7 .^^ ^^ 

hm -. {Females sooiseyf " ^^'-47» 

Total number of inhabitants 9,327,668^ 
See Bufchingj His, Magazin. v. XVL p. 28. 

abolifhed 
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abolifhed in other nations, and given place to 
a more regular and juft adminiftration ; yet 
in Poland a variety of circumftances has con- 
curred to prevent their abolition, and to pre- 
ferve that mixture of liberty and oppreffion, 
cwdtr and anarchy, v^hich fo ftrongly cha- 
racterized the feudal government. We may 
eafily trace in this conftitution all the ftriking 
features of that fyftem. The principal are, 
an eledive monarchy vsrith a circumfcribed 
power; the great officers of ftate poffeffing 
their charges for life, and independent of the 
king's authority ; royal fiefs ; the great no- 
bility above controul ; the nobles or gentry 
alone free and poffeffing lands j feudal te- 
nures, military fervices, territorial jurifdiftion; 
commerce degrading; opprefled condition of 
the burghers ; vaflalage of the peafants. In 
the courfe of this book I have had occafion 
to make mention of moft of thefe evils as 
ftill cxifting in Poland, and they may be 
confidered as the radical caufes pf its decline ; 
for they have prevented the Poles from adopt* 
ing thofe more ftable regulations, which tend 
to introduce order and good government, to 
augment commerce, and to increafe popula- 
tion* 
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BOOK II. 

C H A P. I. 

Entrance into Auftrian Poland.— Z///W//J' of the 
difmembered province.*— Its population and 
produStions."^ Arrival at CtzQOvr.^'^Defcrip'- 
tion of that city .—Univerjity . — Palace.'--^ 
Citadel occupied, by the confederates in the 
late troubles .—Hijlory of that tranfaStion.^— 
Cathedral.— ^ombs and characters of Jeveral 
VoMQxfovereigns^ &c. 

JULY 24, 1778. We entered Poland 
juft beyond Bilitz, having crofled the 
rivulet Biala, wrhich falls into the Viftula; 
and purfued our journey to Cracow through 
Ae territories wrhich the houfe of Auftria 

fccured to itfelf in the late partition* 

The 



fto6 TRAVELS INtO ?6tA«l>. . t,i^ 

The diftrid, claimed by the emprefs o^ 
Germany in hef maiiifefto, is thus defcribed : 
' ** All that tfaft of land lying on the right 
«* fide of the Viftula from Silefia above San- 
•* domir to the mouth of the San, and from 
«* thence by Franepole, Zamoifc, and Ru- 
** bieflbw, to the fiog. From the Bog the 
■' limits are carried along the frontiers of 
** Red Ruflia to Zabras upon the borders 
** of Volhynia and Podolia ; and from Zabra* 
•* in a ftraight line to the Dnieper, where it 
•* receives the rivulet Podhorts, taking in a 
•* fmall flip of Podolia ; and laftly, along 
•* the boundaries feparating Podolia froiEf 
♦* Moldavia." 

A remarkable cirtumflance attended the. 
taking poffeffion of this diftrid, vsrhich will 
fliew with what uncertainty the iimits were 
at firft traced. The partition bdng riiade 
according to the map of 2annorii, the river 
Podhorts was taken a^ the eafterh boundary 
of this difinembered province : but when, th? 
Auftrian commiffioners vifited the fpot, where, 
according fo Zannoni, the Podhorts flowed 
into the Dnieper, they found no river known 
fo the irihabifants which anfwered to that 
name. They advanced, therefore, the fron- 
tiers ftill more eaft wards j and adopting the 
7 Sebrawce 
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Sebf awce or the Sbrytz for the boundary, 
called it the Podhorts, This ceded country 
has, flnce the partition, changed its namcj, 
and is now incorporated into the Auftrian do- 
minions under the appellation of the king- 
donpis of Galicia and Lodomeria; Which 
kingdoms fome antient diplomes reprefent as 
fituated in Poland, and fubjedt to the kings 
of Hungary : but the moft convincing proof . 
that there ever exifted fuch kingdoms, that 
they depended upon, Hungary, and ought, by 
virtue of an hereditjiry, though dormant title^ 
to revert to the emprefs as fovereign of Hun- 
gary, was derived from the Auftrian army> 
for what people can refift an argument backed 
by 200,000 troops, unlefs they can defend 
thei^ fide of the ^ueftion by an equal num-» 
ber? V 

The Importance* of this acquifition to the 
houfe of Auftria wrill beft appear from the 
number of inhabitants, which, according to 
the numeration made in 1776*, amounted 
to 2,580,796. The mountainous parts of 
Galicia and Lodomeria produce fine pafture j 
rfie plains are moftly iandy, but abpund ia 

* Comp. Regn, Sclavonic, Galiciae^ Lodomerix, &c. 
p. 66^ itjOte m^ 

forefts. 
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^orefts, and are fertile in corn. The prin- 
cipal articles of traffic are cattle, hides, wax, 
^nd honey, 'f hefe countries contain mines of 
topper, lead, iron, and fait, of which the 
latter are the moflt valuable. 

Wq crofled only a narrow flip of Auftrian 
Poland of about 86 miles in length from 
Bilitz to Cracow, leaving on our right hand 
a chain of mount Crapak, or the antient Car- 
pathian mountains. The country we pafled 
through was at firA fbmewhat hilly, but after- 
wards chiefly plain, covered with forefts. 
The roads were bad, the villages few and 
wretched beyond defcription ; the hovels, all 
built of wood, feemed full of filth and miiery, 
and every thing wore the appearance of ex- 
treme poverty. 

July 25^. About noon we arrived at the 
Vifbula, the limits of the Auftrian dominions, 
which reach to its fouthern banks. Accord- 
ing to the partition treaty, this river was 
marked as forming the limits between the 
Auftrian and Polifti territories : the houfc of 
Auftria at firft conftrued the Viftula to mean 
the old channel of that river now dry, called 
the Old Viftula ; and by force of this ftrained 
interpretation included CaiSmir in the dif- 
membered province; but not long afterwards 

the 
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the emprefs of Germany reftored Cafimir to 
the Poles ; and accepted the Viftula as it 
now flows, for the boundary of her domi- 
nions. 

Having entered Cafimir by crofling the 
Viftula over a bridge, at one end of which 
Was an Auftrian foldier, and at the other a 
Polifh centinel, we pafled the above-mentioned 
dry channel, termed the Old Viftula, by a fe- 
cond bridge, and arrived at Cracow. 

Cracow is a curious old town : it was for- 
merly the capital of Poland, where the kings 
were elected and crowned, and was once al- 
moft the center of the Polifli dominions, but 
is now a frontier town ; a proof how much 
the territories of this republic have been con- 
trafted! 

Cracow ftands in an extenfive plain, wa- 
tered by the Viftula, which is broad but ihal- 
low : the city and its fuburbs occupy a vaft 
tradt of ground, but are fb thinly peopled, 
that they fcarcely contain 16,000 * inhabi- 
tants. The great fquare in the middle of the 
town is very fpacious 3 and has feveral well- 
built houfes, once richly furnifhed and well 

• The city, exclufivc of the fuburbs, contained in 1778 
only 8894 fouls. 

Vol. L P inhabited. 
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inhabited, but moft of them now cither un- 
tenanted, or in a ftate of melancholy decay. 
Many of the ftreets are broad and handfome ; 
but almoft every building bears the moft 
lirikiAg marks of ruined grandeur : the 
churches alone fecm to have prefcrved their 
original fplendour. The devaftation of this 
unfortunate town was begun by the Swedes 
at the conmiencement of the prefent century, 
when it was befieged and taken by Charles 
XII. ; but the mifchiefs it fuffered from that 
ravager of the North, were far lefs deftnwStive 
than thoie it experienced during the late 
dreadful commotions, when it underwent rc-^ 
peated lieges, and was alternately in pofleflion 
of the Ruffians and Confederates. The effefts 
of cannon, grape, and mufket-ftiot are flill 
difccrnible on the walls and houfes. In a 
word, Cracow exhibits the remains of a^ 
magi^ccnt capital in ruins : from the num- 
ber of fallen and falling houfes one would 
imagine it had lately been facked, and that 
the aiemy had left it only ycfterday. The 
town is furrounded with high walls of brick, 
Arengthcned by round and fquare towers of 
whimfical (hapes in the antient ftyle of forti- 
fication : thefe walls were built by Ven- 

ceflaus 
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ceflaus * king of Bohemia, during the Ihort 
period in which he reigned over Poland. 

In Cracow we found a Ruflian garrifon of 
600 men, who were ftationed at the guard- 
houfe in the center of the town : at all the 
gates a Ruffian centinel flood on one fide, and 
a Polifh centinel on the other. The citadel 
was entirely occupied by Ruffian troops. 

The univerfity was founded and endowed 
by Cafimir the Great, and improved and com- 
pleted by Ladiflaus Jaghellon : the number of 
ftudents amounted to about 600 : the library 
was not remarkable either for tht numbei- 
or rarity of its books. Among the prin- 
cipal objedts of attention, the librarian pointed 
out a Turkifh book, of no intrinfic value; 
but efteemed a curiofity becaufe found iamong 
the fpoils at the battle of Chotzim, and pre- 
fented by John Sobiefki to the univerfity, as 
the memorial of a viAory which faved his 
country from defolation, and raifed him t6 
the throne of Poland. This univerfity was 
formerly, and not unjuftly, callfed the mother 
of Polifh literature, as it principally fupplied 
the other feminaries .with profeflfors and liieii 

♦ Cracoviaoi muro ckcumtfedit, Lengnich, Hifti 
Pol. p. 20. 

P 2 of 
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of learning ; but its luftre has been greatly 
obfcured by the removal of the royal refidence 
to Warfaw, and ftill more by the late intef- 
tine convulfions. 

In this city the art of printing vvras iirft 
introduced into Poland by Haller; and one 
of the earlieft books that iffued from his 
prefs, was the conftitutions and ftatutes com^ 
piled by Caiimir the Great, and afterwards 
augmented by his fucceffors. The charadters 
are Gothic, the fame which were univerfally 
ufed at the invention of printing : the great 
initial letters are wanting, which fhews that 
they were probably painted and afterwards 
worn away. The year in which this com- 
pilation was printed is not pofitively known ; 
but its publication was certainly anterior to 
J 496, as it does not contain the ftatutes pafled 
by John Albert in that year. 
' The moft flourifhing period of the uni- 
verfity was under Sigifmond Auguftus in the 
fixteenth century ; when feveral of the German 
reformers fled' from the perfecutions of the 
emperor Charles V. and found an afylum in 
this city. They gave to the world feveral 
verfions of the facrcd writings, and other 
theological publications, which difFufed the 
reformed religion over great part of Poland, 

The 
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The protedlion which Sigifmond Auguftug 
afforded to men of learning of all denomina- 
tions, and the univerfal toleration which he 
extended to every fedt of Chriftians, created a 
fulpicion that he was fecretly inclined to tht 
new church ; and it was even reported that 
he intended to renounce the catholic faith, and 
publicly profefs the reformed religion*. 

Towards the fouthern part of the town 
near the Viftula rifes a fmall eminence or 
rock, upon whofe top is built the palace, 
furrounded with brick walls and old towers, 
which form a kind of citadel to the town. 
This palace owes its origin to Ladiflaus 
Jaghellon ; but little of the antient ftrudture 
now appears, as the greateft part was demo- 
liflied by Charles XII. in 1702, when he en- 
tered this town in triumph after the battle of 
Cliflbw. It has been fince repaired : the re- 
mains of the old palace confift of a few apart- 
ments, which are left in their antient ftate as 
they exifted in the laft century. The walls 
of the firft of thefe apartments are decorated 
with paintings of tilts and tournaments ; thofe 
of the fecond with a reprefentation of the co- 
ronation of a king of Poland, affirmed, by the 

♦ Sec p. 23, 

P 3 perfon 
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peribn who (hewed the palace, to be that of 
I^adiflaus the Firft, and to have been drawn 
in his time ; but the ftyk of the painting be^ 
fpeaks it of a more modern date. The cieling 
of the third apartment is divided into different 
compartments, ornamented with carved heads 
of extraordinary Shapes and grotefque appear- 
ances. All the rooms in the palace are erf" 
fine dimenfions, and exhibit feveral remains 
of antient magnificence, but are totally with- 
out furniture. 

This palace was formerly the refidence of 
the kings of Poland, who, from the time erf 
Ladiflaus Loketck:, have been crowned at 
Cracow. The Polifh and German hiftorians 
differ concerning the time when the title of 
king was firft claimed by the fovereigns of 
this country ; but the mofl probable account 
is, that in 1295 P^niillaus affumed the regal 
title, and was inaugurated at Gnefna by the 
archbiihop of that diocefe. He was fucceeded 
by Ladiflaus Loketec, who, offending the Polcg 
by his capricious and tyrannical condud:, was 
(depofed before he was crowned ; and Ven- 
ceflaus king of Bohemia, who had married 
Richfa daughter of Premiflaus, being eledled 
in his Head, was in 13P0 confecrated at 
pApfna* Ladiflaus, after flying from his 
3 country. 
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country, and undergoing a feries of cala- 
mitous adventures, was at length brought 
to a fenie of his mifcondudt. Having re- 
gained the afFeftion of his fubjefts, he was 
feftored, in the life-time of Venceflaus, to 
part of his dominions ; and he recovered 
tl^m all upon the demife of that monarch 
in the year 1 305 : he governed, however, for 
fome years without the title of king ; but at 
length in 1320 was crowned at Cracow, to 
which place he transferred the ceremony of 
the coronation ; and afterwards enadted, that 
for the future his fucceffors ihould be inaugu- 
rated in the cathedral of this city*. 

Since that period, the laws of Poland have 
cxprefsly enjoined that Cracow fhould be the 
place of coronation ; and fuch has been the 
fiiperftitious attachment of the Poles to this 
ufage, that when John Sobiefki was defirous 
q£ being crowned at Leopold, on account of 
its vicinity to the army, which he was to 
command agaihft the Turks at the time of 
his election, the Polifh patriots ftrongly op- 
pofed any innovation -f 5 and that monarch 

♦ DIugoflius, lib. IX. p. 971. Lcngnich, JCftt PcJf 
p. 19 — 22. 
t Lcngnich, Jus Publicum* 

P 4 was 
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was under the neceffity of repairing to Cracow 
for the performance of the ceremony. 

Since Ladiflaus, all the fucceeding fove- 
reigns have been confecrated at Cracow *, 
excepting the prefent king. Previous to his 
cled:ion a decree was iffued by the diet of 
convocation, that the ] coronation fhould be? 
folemnized for this turn at Warfaw, without 
prejudice in future to the antient right pf 
Cracow; a provifo calculated to fatisfy the 
populace, but which will not probably pre-? 
vent any future fovereign from being crowned 
at Warfaw, npw become the capital of Pq-r 
land, and the refidencp of its kings. The 
diadem and other regalia ufed at the coro- 
nation are ftill kept in the palace of Cracow, 
under fo many keys, and with fuch care, 
that it was imppflible to obtain a fight of 
them. 

The apartments of the palace conamand 
an ejctenfive view of the neighbouring 
country, which is principally a large fandy 
plain. We obferved particularly two very 
large mounds of earth, or barrows, one of 

* I do not mention Staniflaus Letzinfld, who was 
crowned at Warfaw, becaufe he was only a temporary 
jTovereign, and was foon obliged to retire frQm Poland. 

which 
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which is by tradition called the burial-place 
of Cracus duke of Poland, who is fuppofed 
to have built the town of Cracow in the year 
700 ; the other is called the fepulchre of 
his daughter Venda, who is reported to have 
drowned herfelf in the Viftula, that ihe might 
not be compelled to marry a perfon for whom 
(he had entertained an averfion. The whole 
hiftory of Cracus and Venda is involved in im- 
penetrable darknefs, and thefe barrows, which 
are common in different parts of Europe, were 
probably anterior to the Chriftian sera. The 
pracSdce of raifing barrows over the bodies o£ 
the deceafed was almoft univerfal in the 
earlier ages of the world. Homer mention^ 
it as a common pradtice among the Greeks 
and Trojans ; Virgil alludes to it as ufual 
in Italy in the times treated of in the iEneid ; 
Xenophon relates that it obtained among^ 
the Perfians; the Roman hiftorians record 
that the fame mode of interring took place 
among their countrymen ^ and it appears to 
have prevailed no lefs among the antient 
Germans, and many other uncivilized na- 
tions. In general, popular tradition allows 
fome favourite characters in national hiftory, 
like Cracus and Venda, to ufurp the honour 

of 
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of being buried under the moft confpicuout 
of thefe monuments. 

At fome diftance from Cracow, we noticed 
thefortrefs of Landfkron fituated upon a rock, 
which the confederates poflefled during the 
late troubles ; and from whence they made ex- 
ciirfions as occafion offered againft the Ruilian 
and Polifh troops in the fervice of the king^ 
By a detachment of troops from this fortrels,^ 
the citadel of Cracow was taken by furpri25C; 
a gallant exploit, and which merits a par- 
ticular relation. The perfon who fliewed u« 
the palace was himfelf prcfcait, when, the 
Polifb troops ifliicd from a fubtcrraneous 
paiTage, and furprized the Ruffian garrifoBy 
coniifting of 87 troops. About £our in the 
morning a party of 76 confedo^ateSy all of 
whom were Poles, led by a Ikatenant*^ 

whole 

^ In moft of die accounts publiflied of this tran{a£tion, it 
is faid that the confederates were led by a French officer^ 
and that there were feveral Frenchmen amongft them. 
I have related fimply the account which I received from 
the fteward of the palace, who repeatedly affured me, Aat 
there was not one Frenchman amoi^ft Aem ; that diey 
were led by a Polifh lieutenant^ whofe name wa» Bytrs^ 
nowfki. The fteward was himfelf prefent at the traftf- 
a£Honj and as he was no fddier, was not confined with 
the garrifon in the dungeon ^ he had, therefore, every 

opportunity 
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whole name was Bytranowlki, entered the 
palace through a common fewer, without 
being difcovered, and repairing to the main 
guard inftantly fell upon the Ruffians : the 
latter were fo confounded with the fudden- 
nefs of the affault, that they all yielded them- 
felves prifoners without the leaft refiftance ; 
and the Poles became mafters of the citadel* 
Two or three Ruffians were killed at the firft 
onfet, and the remainder were confined in a 
dungeon. One ibldier, however, found means 
to efcape by climbing the wall of the citadel ; 
and alarmed the Ruffian foldiers within the 
town : thefe without delay attacked the caf- 
tle, but, receiving a warm fire from the con- 
federates, they imagined the enemy to be 
more nxunerous than they really were, and de- 
filled from the aflault. This event happened on 
the 2d of February, 1772. The fame evening 
Monfieur de Choify, in the fervice of the con- 
federates of Landlkron, being made acquaint- 
ed with the fuccefs of the enterprize, ad- 



opportunity of being informed of the truth : at the fame 
time it is poffible, that his partiality to his countrymen 
might have induced him to give the whole honour to the 
Poles. Monfieur Viofmenil is the French officer, gene- 
rally mentioned as leading this enterprifing band of con* 
federates through the fubterraneous pai&ge* 

vanced 
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vanced towards Cracow at the head of 800 
confederates (amongft whom were 30 or 40 
Frenchmen, moft of them officers), and, 
having defeated a detachment of 200 Ruf- 
fians, was received into the citadel. But the 
Ruffian garrifon in the town, which before 
confifted of only 400 men, being likewife re- 
inforced, the confederates in the citadel fuf- 
tained a regular fiege : they defended them- 
felves with the moft undaunted fpirit for the 
ipace of three months ; and at length capi- 
tulated upon the moft honourable terms. 

I examined the fubterraneous paflage through 
which the 76 confederates introduced them- 
felves into the palace : it is a drain, which 
conveys all the filth, from the interior part 
of the palace, to a fmall opening without the 
walls near the Viftula. They entered this 
imall opening, and. crawled upon their hands 
and knees a confiderable way, one behind 
another, until th^ came out through a hole 
in the walls of the palace : fo that if the 
Ruffians had either been apprized of their 
attempt, or had over-heard them in their 
paiTage, not one perfon could have eicaped : 
the danger was great, but it (hews what ipirit 
and perfeverancc will effedl. 

^aving 
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Having viewed the palace, we vifited the 
adjoining cathedral, which ftands within the 
walls of the citadel. In this cathedral*, 
all the fovereigns, from the time of Ladiflaus 
Loketec, have been interred, a few only ex- 
cepted, viz. Louis and Ladiflaus IIL wlio 
were kings of Hungary as well as of Polandj, 
and whofe bodies were depofited in Hungary; 
Alexander, who died and was buried at Vilna ; 
Henry of Valois, interred in France ; and the 
late monarch Auguftus IIL The laws of 
Poland are as exprefs and minute in regulating 
the burial as the eleftion and coronation of 
the kings ; and, as many curious circum- 
ftances attend their interment, I ihall take 
this opportunity of laying the ceremony be- 
fore the reader. 

Since Warfaw has become the royal refi- 
dence, and the place for the eledion of the 
kings of Poland, the body of the deceafed 
prince muft be carried firft to that city; 
where it remains until the nomination of the 
new fovereign has taken place. It is then 
conducted in great ftate to Cracow; and, 
two days before the day appointed for the 
ceremony of the coronation, the king ejied:, 

♦ Lengnich, Jus Publ. 

preceded 
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preceded by the great officers of ftate, with 
their rods of office pointing to the ground, 
joins the funeral proceffion as it paffes through 
the ftreets, and follows the body to the church 
of St. Staniflaus, where the burial fervice is 
performed: the remains are then depofited 
in the cathedral adjoining to the palace. It 
is peculiar to the laws of Poland, that the 
funeral of the deceafed monarch fhould im- 
mediately precede the coronation of the new 
fovereign ; and that the king eled: fhould be 
under a neceffity of attending the obfequies 
of his predeceflbr. Hiftorians have fagely 
remarked, that this Angular cuilom was in- 
iHtuted, in order to imprefs the new king 
with the uncertainty of human grandeur j 
and to remind him of his duty, by mixing the 
horrors of death with the pomp and dignity 
of his new ftation : yet we cannot but ob- 
ferve, that this precaution has not hitherto 
been produdtive of any vifible efFedts ; as it 
does not appear that the kings of Poland have 
governed with greater wifdom and juftice 
than other potentates. But it is moft pro* 
bable, that this cuftom took its rife from 
the habits of exterior homage, which the^ 
Poles afFedt to pay to their fovereign in com- 
penfatlon for the fubftahtial dignity which 

they 
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they with-hold from him : this Ipirit o£ 
mock-reverence they extend beyond the grave ; 
and while they fcarcely allow to the reigning 
king the fliadow pf real authority, they heap 
upon a deceafed monarch every poffible trap- 
ping of imperial honour. 

The fepulchres of the kings of Poland are 
not diftinguiflied by any peculiar magnifi- 
cence : their figures are carved in marble of 
no extraordinary workmanfhip, and £Mne ar« 
without infcrip tions . 

I felt a ftrong fentiment of veneration kt 
fkpproaching the' afhes of Cafimir the Great, 
whom I confider as one of the greateft prin- 
ces that ever adorned a throne. It was not, 
however, the brilliancy and magnificence 
of his reign, his warlike atchievements, nor 
even his patronage of the arts and fciences ; 
but his legillative abilities, and his wonderful 
beneficence to the inferior clafs of his fub- 
jefts, that infpired me with a reverence for 
his cliarafter. 

Cafimir was born in 1310; and in 1333 
afcended the throne of Poland, upon the de- 
mifc of his father Ladiflaus Loketec. The 
Polifh hiftorians dwell with Angular com-^ 
placency upon his reign, as the moll glorious 

and 
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and happy period of their hiftory ; and re** 
cord with peculiar pleafure the virtues and 
abilities of this great and amiable monarch : 
nor are their praifes the echoes of flattery, 
for they were moftly written fubfequent to 
his death, when another family was feated 
upon the throne. In perufing the reign of 
Cafimir> we can hardly believe that we are 
l-eading the hiftory of the fovereign of a bar- 
barous people in the beginning of the four- 
teenth century : it feems as if, by the af- 
cendancy of his fuperior genius, he had 
anticipated the knowledge and improvements 
of the fucceeding and more enlightened pe- 
riods. 

From the moment of his acceffion his firft 
care was to fecure his kingdom againft fo- 
reign enemies : with this view he attacked 
the knights of the Teutonic order, with whom 
Poland had long been in an almofl continual 
ftate of warfare, and obliged them to pur- 
chafe a peace by the ceflion of Culm and 
Cujavia, which they had wrefted from his 
father : he then reduced Red Ruflia ; and 
annexed the duchy of Mafovia to the domini- 
ons of Poland. By thefe acquifitions he not 
only extended the frontiers of his empire, but 
rendered his dominions lefs liable to fudden 

invafions. 
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invafions. But . thefe great fucceiles were 
not able to excite in his breaft the fatal fpirit 
pf nulitary enterprize; he always confidered 
war as a matter of neceility, not of choice, 
and as the means of fafety rather than of 
glory*. Having fecurcd his frontiers, a$ 
well by his vidories as by treaties with the 
neighbouring powers, he turned his wholtp 
attention tp the interior adminiftration of his 
kingdom; he built feveral towns, enlarged 
and beautified others : fo that Dlugoflius •f', 
who wrote in the following century, fays of 
him, ** Poland is indebted to Cafimir for 
** the greateft part of her churches, palaces^ 
** fortreffes and towns 5" adding in allufion 
to a fimilar character given of Auguftus Cae- 
far, '* that he found Poland of wood, and 

♦ Mitis ingenio, et quietis quam armorutn appetentior. 
Floras Pol. p. 116. 

t Tantus enim ill! ad magnificandum, locupletandum- 
que Regnum Poloniae inerat amor, at graviilimos & 
Botabiles famptas in erigendis ex maro ecclefiis, caftris^ 
civitatibuSy ic curiis, faciendo ad id omnem folicitudinem 
curamque intenderit, ut Poloniam, qaam lateatn, ligneam, 
& fqaalidam repererat, laterltlam, gloriofam, & inclytam, 
ficut evenit, reliqaerit. Nam quicquid Polonia in caft^s, 
ccclefiis, oivitatibus, curiis, & domibns murorum continet, 
id pro majori parte ab ipfo Cafiitiiro rege, & fuis regiis 
fumptibus eft perfeilum., Lib. IX. p% 1164, 

Vol. I. CL ' **left 
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** left her of marble/' He patronized let- 
ters ; founded the academy of Cracow ; 
promoted induftry ; and encouraged trade t 
elegant in his manners, and magnificent in 
his court, he was oeconomical without mean- 
nefs, and liberal without prodigality. 

He was the great legiflator of Poland: 
finding his country without any written laws, 
he reviewed all the ufages and cuftoms ; and 
digefted them, with fome additions, into a 
regular code, which he ordered to be pub- 
lifhed. He Amplified and improved the 
courts of juftice V he was eafy * of accefs to 
the meaneft as well as the higheft of his fub^ 
jeds, and folicitous to relieve the peafants 
from the oppreflions of the nobility: fuch 
indeed was the tenderncfs he fhewed to that 
injured clafs of men, and fo many were the 
privileges which he conferred upon them, 
that the nobles ufed to call him out of de- 
rifion R^x Rujlicorum, the king of the pea- 
fants; perhaps the moft noble appellation 
that ever was beftowed upon a fovereign, and 
far to be preferred to the titles of magnificent 

* Adeuntibus fecilis, querimonias etiam infimorum 
audivit, &c. Sarmfki. Cuilibct condition!, generic atquc 
setati facilis ad eiun patebat accefTus. Dlugoilius. 

and 
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aad great, which havp been lb often lavifhed 
rather upon the perfecutors than the bene-' 
faftors of mankind* Human nature is never 
perfed: ; Cafimir was not without his failings : 
voluptuous and fenfual, he puflied the plea* 
fures of the table to intemperance ; and his 
inordinate paflion for women led him into 
fpme adtions, inconfiftent with the general 
tenor of honour and integrity which dif- 
tinguiflies his charafter. But thefe dcfefts 
influenced chiefly his private, not his public 
deportment ; or, to ufe the expreflion of a 
Polifh hiftorian, his private failings were re- 
deemed by his public virtues * : and it is 
allowed by all, that np fovereign more con- 
fulted the happinefs of his fubjeds, or was 
more beloved at home and refpefted abroad. 
After a long reign of 40 years he was thrown 
from his horfe as he was hunting; and died af- 
ter a fliort illnefs in the 6oth year of his age, 
carrying with him to the grave the regret of 
his fubjetStsi and a claim to the veneration of 
pofterity. He is defcribed (for the figure of 
fo amiable a character cannot fail to be intcr- 
cfting) as tall in his perfon, and inclined to 
(;orpulency, with a majeftic afpeft, thick and 

^ Redimeas vltia virtutibus. Dlu^oillus. 

Q^ 2 cvjrling 
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curling hair, long beard, and a ftrong voice 
fomewhat lifping *. 

Next to the remains of Cafinair repofe the 
aflies of Ladiflaus "f 11- known by the appel- 
lation of Jaghellon, the father of a race of kings 
called from him the Jaghellon line. This 
fbvereign was originally duke of Lithuania, 
and, together with his fubje<fts, a worshipper 
of idols ; but having embraced Chriftianity, and 
efpoufed Hedwige fecond daughter of Louis, 
he obtained the throne of Poland. This 
event happened in 1386, in which year he 
was publicly baptized, married, and crowned 
at Cracow, and aflumed a new baptiimal 
name of Ladiflaus IL : he died in 1434 in 
a very advanced age, in the 50 th year of a long 
and glorious reign* 

♦ VIr ftaturii elcvata, corporc cn^flb, frcmte vcncrabiU, 
crine circino et abuadante^ barba promifsa, voce aliquantu-r 
lum balba fed fonori. 

Deceffit Cafimirus a.. 1370, fays Lengnich, cui Pdonia 
leges, judicia, cultum, plurimas civitates, ^ux:es^ et alia 
edificia, debet* HSft* ,Pq1. p. 25. 

t He 16 (bmetunes called Ladiflaus IV. and Retimes « 
Ladiflaus V. 5 but reckoipng from the time the foyereigns 
of Poland ^ilimied .t^e regal authority, he ought to be 
called Ladiflaus II. Ladiflaus inter Polonix reges illiul 
Qominis fecundus. Lengnich^ Hift» Pol. p. 31. 

Among 
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Among his pofterity, Vhofe bodies are' 
depofited m thi^ catftedfral ; the moft me- 
inoraH^ is Sigifinond I. a gr^t and able 
ftionaich, the protestor of the atts and* fci- 
tnces, which made no inconfiderabfe figurci 
under his aufpices. He is reprefehted, how- 
ever, as not ftifficiently watchful over the royal 
prerogative*; and is yielding too eafily to 
the encroachments of the nobility, to the 
injury of fucceeding monarchs, " and the de^ 
triment of the republic. But thefe compli- 
ances admit of great palliation ; whert we 
tefledl, that the nobles, to whoni they were 
made, had raifed him to the throne, and were 
become nearly uncontroulable by the concef* 
lions of his immediate predecelTors. 

As I viewed the tomb of Sigifmond" Au-^ 
guftus, fon of the laft-mbntioned fnonarch ; 
1 recollefted, not without a nlixture of regret 
and fyftipathy for this unhappy country, that 
in him terminated that hereditary influence, 
which had given tranquillity during a long 
ftlCceflion of fbvereigns to the diets df elec- 

• Ab hoe potiffimHfn regfe nictiis itidulg^nta, ticenda no- 
bilitttis incremenia conti:a jura majeftatis, cum injuria 
fuccedentium reguai, et reipub. dccremcnto, fun^ere et 
praevalere coepit, ut fapientes, &€• De Script. Pol. &c. 
P-4- " 
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tion ; and that upon his death all thofe trou- 
bles and confulions, which are infeparabic 
from a crown wholly ele<9ive, broke in upon 
the kingdom. From this period the cabals 
juid convulfions, continually recurring at every 
choice of a new fovereign, rapidly impaired 
the ftrcngth of the ftate and the dignity of 
the throne. The Poles gradually loft their 
confequence among foreign powers ; and the 
authority of fucceeding kings depended more 
on their own perfonal abilities, and accidental 
circumftanqes, than on any permanent prin- 
ciple of vigour inherent in the crown, which 
has been nearly ftripped of all it§ preroga-? 
tives. 

The firft of the new fucceffion, whofe re-. 
inains are interred in this church, is Ste-« 
phen Bathori, prince of Tranfylvania, ejefted 
in 1576, upon the abdication of Henry of 
Valois : he owed his elevation to his mar- 
riage with Anne daughter of Sigifmond I. ; 
a princefs who, being in the 5 2d year of 
her age, was not endowed with any win^ 
ning attradions, if fhe had not brought a 
kingdom for her portion. The epitaph upon 
his tomb juftly afcribes to Stephen a long 
catalogue of civil and military virtues, 

I cam^ 
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I came next to the fepulchre of his fuc-, 
ccflbr Sigifmond IIL fon of John III. king 
of Sweden, and of Catharine daughter of Si- 
gifmond I. : eleded king of Poland in 1587, 
he revived in his perfon, on the female fide, 
the race of the Jaghellon family. He was 
raifed to the throne of this country while 
|ie was prince royal of Sweden; and, upon 
the death of his father in 1592, poffeffed both 
crowns; but he gradually loft all authority 
in Sweden, and was at length formally de- 
pofed by the ftates of that kingdom. He 
owed his expulfion from Sweden to his par- 
tiality for Poland, to his bigoted zeal for 
the catholic religion, and above all to the 
fuperior genius of his uncle and rival Charles 
IX. He expired in the 46th year of his reign, 
and in the 67th of his age. 

Near the body of Sigifmond lie thofe of his 
two fons ; the eldeft, named Ladiflaus IV. eleft-^ 
ed king of Poland upon the demife of his fa- 
ther, fupported the dignity of his crown with 
reputation and honour; the fecond, John 
Cafimir, was a prince, whofe charadler and 
adventures are too fingular to be pafled over 
without particular notice, 

John Cafimir, fon of Sigifmond III. by u 
fecond wife Anne, fifter of the emperor Fcr- 

C^4 dinand 
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dinand II. was educated in his father's court, 
upon whofe death his mother endeavoured, 
but without efFedt, to procure his eleftion to 
the throne, in oppoiltion to his elder brother 
Ladiflaus IV. Repulfed from the rfirone, 
he contracted a diiguft to Poland, and under- 
took a journey to Spain with a view of offcf- 
ing his fervices to his coufin Philip IV. 
then at war-with France. Faffing through 
Auftria and Tr6|it into Italy, he embarked at 
Genoa, in a vcl&l bound for Spain ; but, 
prompted by curiofity,' he ventured to land 
incognito at Marfeilles : being difcovcred, he 
was arrefted by order of the court of France; 
and, on account of his connection with the 
houfe of Auftria, clofely imprifoned for the 
fpacc of two years *, Being at length re- 
leafed, at the interceffion of his brother the 
king of Poland, he repaired to Rome, and 
there, cither out of devotion or caprice, en- 
tered into the order of the JefuitS. After- 
Wards, grown weary of his fundtion, he quit- 
ted that order, and was promoted to the rank 
of cardinal. Upon the death of his brother 
Ladiflaus IV. being abfolved from his vows 
by the pope, he was eleded king of Poland ; 

• Florus Polon. p, 437, & fcq. 

and. 



C. I. CRACOW. 2^3 

and, having obtained -a difpenfation, married 
his brother^s widoiv, Louifa Maria daughter 
of the duke of Nevers, a Woman of great 
beauty and ftill greater fpirif, who blended 
devotion v^ith a ftrong propenlity to political 
intrigues : the foul of her hufband'd councils, 
Ihe may be faid to have reigned over Poland, 
while he was only nominal king. Such wa^ 
her afcendancy, that fhe prevailed upon him 
to folicit the nomination of the duk,e of En- 
guien, fon of the great Coade, for his fuc- 
ceflbr ; a meafure fo cdnti'adidiory to the firft 
J)rin<:iples of the Polifh conftitution, as well 
as to his coronation oath, excited a general 
difcontent, and threw the kingdom into the 
hioft violent coriimotions. 

The reign of John Cafimir was a6live and 
turbulent, memorable for the revolt of the 
Coflacs of the Ukraine, for the linfuccefsful 
wars with Sweden, and for the infurredtions 
bf the nobility. Though, fo far froni being 
deficient in rriilitary courage, that in every 
defperate emergency he always commanded 
his troops in perfon ; though, to ufe his 
own expreffion, " he was the firft to attack, 
*' arid the laft to retreat * ;" yet as ije pre- 

* ^ Eum.me e!k^ qui prStnus in praeliis, poftremusia 
^ difcrimine ct receflU," Zalulki Ep. vol. L p. 57. 

ferred 
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ferrcd peace to war, and wanted the enter- 
prizing ipirit of his brother Ladiflaus IV. 
he was accufed by the Poles of indolence 
and puiillanimity. His political fagacity ap- 
pears from his predictions; that Poland, en- 
feebled by the anarchy of its government, 
and the licentioufnefs of the nobles, would 
neceffarily be difmembered by the neighbour- 
ing powers. Worn put at length with the 
cares of royalty, fhocked at the diftrefled ftate 
of the kingdom, difcontented with the fac- 
tions of the nobility, afflidted at the death of 
his wife, and impelled by tjic verfatility of his 
diipofition, he abdicated the throne in the 
2oth year of his reign, and in the 68th of 
his age. This extraordinary event took place 
on the 27th of Auguft, in the year 1668, 
before a general diet aflembled at Warfaw: 
the fcenc was aflFeding ; the condudt of the 
king manly and refolute; and his fpeech 
upon that event is the iineft piece of pathetic 
eloquence recorded * in hiftory. 

Soon after his abdication he retired into 
France, and again embraced the ecclefiaftical 
profeflion. Louis XIV. who prided himfelf 
in affording an afylum to abdicated fove- 

* See Zalufld £pift. v. I. p. 57. 
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reigns, gav^ him the abbeys of St, Germaia 
and St* Martin, without which he would 
have had no means of fubfiftence, as Poland 
foon with-hfild his penfion ; a proof that the 
tears which were fhed at his abdication were 
not iincere. Notwithftanding his ecclefiaiU- 
cal engagements, John Cafimir could not 
withftand the attradlions of Marie Mignot, a 
woman, who, from being a laundrefs, had 
been married firft to a counfellor of Grenoble, 
and afterwards to the marihal de L'HoipitaU 
She was a widow when ihe attrafted the no- 
tice of the abdicated king, and fo powerful 
was the impreflion he received, that it was 
fufpedted he was fecretly married to her. 
Cafimir is reprefented, by thofe who knew 
him in his retirement, as eafy and familiar 
in his converfation, and difpleafed with re- 
ceiving any honours or titles due to his for- 
mer rank *. He furvived his abdication only 
four years, and died at Nevers on the i6th 
of December, 1672. His body was brought 
. to this city, and buried in thp cathedral at 
the fame time with that of his fucceffor Mi- 
chael, the day before the coronation of John 
Spbieiki, 

* Vie de Sobicfld, I. p, 135, 

Upo» 
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Upon approaching the remains of Joha 
Sobidki, I iecolleaed that wheft Charles XiL 
of Sweden entered Cracow hfe vifited theft 
tombs, in order to pay t mark of refffed «6 
the memory of that great monarch : he 16 
tcported, as he hung with reverence 6Ver his 
fepulchre, to have cried out> '^ What a jiitjr 
^* that fo great a man fliould ever dit!" 
May we not alfo exclaim, what a pity that 
a pcrfon, fo imprefled widi a fetife of Sbfei- 
ftfki's virtues, ftiould adopt only the militeii^ 
jiart of his charadtef for the objcd of hi$ 
imitation ! Ifow infinitely inferior is the 
Swedifh to the Polifli fovereigh ! The former, 
dead to all the finer feelings of humanity, 
was awake only to the calls of ambition; 
every other fentirtient being loft in the ardour 
for military honours. If perfonal courttge be 
fufHcient to conftitute a hero, he poflTeffed 
that quality in an eminent degree; but it 
was rather the bravery of a common foldier 
than of a general. Sobielki, even in that 
view of his chafadter, has an equal title to 
fame ; for his valour was no lefs diftinguifll- 
ed ; and in one refpedl was fupcrior, as it was 
not clouded with raflmefs, but tempered with 
prudence. Though the firft general of his 
jtge, he placed not his folc ambition in mi* 

litary 
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I^ry glwyj he. was gros^t ,wi peace as well 
as in war : by the unioa of talents belongiOjg. 
to each departmpat, h? defended his country, 
from impending danger, ^raifed her from her 
felling ftate, and delayed during his reign the 
asm of her decline ; while Charles, who was 
deficient in civil virtues, plunged Sweden, 
which he found highly profperoys, into ruin 
and defolation. In a word, Charles had the 
enthufiafm of a knight-errant, and Sobieiki 
the virtues of an hero *. 

About an English mile from Cracow are. 
the remains of an old ftrufture, called the 
palace of Ca^mir the Great, which my ve- 
neration for that fovereign induced me to 
vijfit, ^s there is a Angular pleafure arifing 
from feeing the fpot that was once dignified, 
hy the refidence of an admired character* 
lyittle, I imagine, of t;lie original palace, a§ 
it was built by Cafimir, ej^fts at preient. 
In the inner court are the remains of a cor- 
ridore with pillars of the Poric order ; and 
upon one of the fide walls I qbfcrved the 
white^eagle of Po.land carved in ftone, and 
around it an infcription feemipgly in old Go-- 

* S^ ^n accou^ of Sqbipflgi'^ de^th ?^^ femily, Clwp* 
rV, of this book. 
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Aic charadcrs, of which I couid only make 
out Ann. Dom. M :CCCLX VII, which an^ 
Iwcrs to the ^ra of Cafimir, who died in 
1 370* Several marble col^umns were fcattered 
around, which fhewed the antknt magnifi- 
ccnce of thfe building. The greateft part of 
Ac fabrick was evidently of later date than 
the reign of Cafimir, and was probably con- 
ftrudted by fiicceeding fovereigns upon the 
foundation of the antient palace ; perhaps by 
Stephen Bathori, as I could trace in one place 
an inlcription, Stepbanus Dei gratia ; and alio 
by Sigifmond III. as I difcovered his cypher- 
with the wheat-lheaf, the arms of Guftavus 
Vala> from whom he was lineally defccndcd. 

This palace was the principal refidence g£ 
Cafiniir : in the garden is a mound of earth, 
or one of thofe barrows before mentioned^ 
which is called the tomb of Efther the fair 
Jcwefs, who was the favourite niiftrcfs of that 
monarch. To the influence of Efther it is 
iaid the Jews owe the numerous privileges^ 
enjoyed by them in Poland, which is called' 
the Paradife of the Jews. But when the 
charafter of Cafimir is confidered, it will 
appear probable, that they were indebted for 
their favourable reception in Poland more to 
his policy than to his affciftion for his mif- 

trefs; 
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trefs s for in thofe times the Jews were the 
richeft and moft commercial individuals in 
Europe : by allowing them, therefore, to fet- 
tle in Poland ; and by granting them fomc 
extraordinary immunities, he introduced trade 
and much wealth into his dominions. The 
number of Jews is now prodigious *, and they 
have in a manner engrofled all the commerce 
of the country ; yet this flourifhing ftate of 
their affairs muft not be attributed foleljf 
to the edids of Cafimir in their favour, but 
to the induftry of thofe extraordinary people, 
to the indolence of the gentry, arid the op- 
preiTed condition of the peafants. 

* See p. 203. 
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hangs down in two plaits. I obferved feveral 
of thena with a long piece of white linen 
hanging rpund the fide of their faces, and 
covering their bodies below their knees : thi^ 
fingular kind of veil makes them look as if 
they, were doing penance<r 

The drefs of the higher orders, both men 
and women, is uncommonly elegant. That 
of the gentlemen is a waiftcoat with fleeves, 
over which they wear an upper robe of a 
different colour, which reaches down below 
the knee, and is fattened round the waift with 
a fafh or girdle ; the fleeves of this upper gar- 
ment are in warm weather tied behind the 
flioulders : a fabre is a neceflary part of their 
drefs as a mark of nobility. In fummer, the 
robe, &c, is of filk; in winter, of clothe 
velvet, or fluff, edged with fur. They wear 
fur-caps or bonnets, and bufkins of yellow 
leather, the heels of which are plated with 
iron qr fleel. The drefs of the ladies is a 
fimple polonaife, or long robe, edged with 
fur. 

The Poles, in their features, look, cuf- 
toms, drefs, and general appearance, re- 
femble Afiatics rather than Europeans ; and 
they are unqueftionably defcended from Tar- 

VoL. I. R tar 
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tar anceftors. A German hiftorkn *, i*^ 
vcrfed in the antiquity of nationSj remarks, 
that the manner in which the Poks wear 
their hair is^ perhaps, one of the moft an- 
tient tokens of their origin. So early as 
the fifth century fome nations, who were 
eompfehended under the name of Scythians, 
had the. fame euftom. For Prifcus Rhaetor^ 
who accompanied Maximus in his embafly 
from Theodofius II • to the court of Attila^ 
defcribes a Scythian lord, whofe head was 
(haved in a circular form -f-, a mode perftdly 
fimilar to the prefent fafhion in Poland. 

Before we quitted this part of Poland, w* 
vifited the celebrated falt-mines of Wielitfka^ 
which are fitutted within eight miles of 
Cracow. Thefe mines are excavated in ^ 
ridge of hills at the Northern extremity erf* 
. the chain which joins to the Carpathkh 
riiouniains : they take their appellation from 
the fmall village of Wielitflca ; but are fome- 
times called in foreign countries the mines 
of Cracow, from their vicinity to that 
city; 



• Mafcow. 

t Cs^ite in rotundum rafo. 
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Upon our arrival, at Wklitika we repaired 
to the mouth of the mine *. Having failened 
three feparate hammocks in a circle round 
the great rope that is employed in drawing 
up the fait, we ieated ourfelves in a com- 
modious manner ; and were let down gently^ 
without the leaft apprehenfion of dajoger, 
about 160 yards below the firft layer of fait. 
Quitting our hammocks, we pafled a long 
and gradual defcent, fometimes through broad 
paiTages or galleries capable of admitting £^-^ 
veral carriages abreaft ; fometimes down fteps 
cut ia the folid fait, which had the grandeur 
and commodioulhefs of the ftair-cafe in a 
palace. We each of us carried a light, and 
feveral guides preceded us with lamps in their 
hands : the reflection of thefe lights upon the 
glittering fides of the mine was extremely 
beautiful, but did not caft that lununous 
iplendour, which fome writers have coni-^ 
pared to the luftre of precious ftones. 

The fait dug from this mine is called 
Ziebna or Green Salt, for what reafon I 
cannot determine ; its colour is an iron grey ; 
when pounded it has a dirty afh colour like 

* There are two other openings, down one of which the 
miners defcend by flairs, down the other by ladders. 

R 2 ' what 
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what we call brown fait. The quality im- 
proves in proportion to the depth of the mine : 
towards the fides and furface it is mixed with 
earthy or ftony particles; lower down it is 
faid to be perfedtly pure, and requires no 
other procefs before it is ufed than to be 
pounded. The fineft of this grey fait, how- 
ever, is of a weak quality when compared 
with our common fea-falt : it is therefore 
undoubtedly by no means , perfectly pure, but 
is blended with extraneous mixtures, though 
it ferves very well for common . purpofes. 
Being almoft as hard as ftone, the miners 
hew it with pick-axes and hatchets, by a 
tedious operation, into large blocks, many of 
which weigh fix or feven hundred pounds. 
Thefe large mafles are raifed by a windlas, 
but the fmaller pieces are carried up by 
horfes along a winding gallery, which reaches 
to the furface of the earth, 

Befide the grey fpecies, the miners ibme- 
times difcover fmall cubes of white ialt, as 
tranfparent as chryftal, but not in any confi- 
derable quantity ; they find likewife occa-* 
fionally pieces of coal and petrified wood 
buried in the fait. 

The mine appears to be inexhaufHble, as 
will eafily be conceived from the following 

account 
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account of its dimenfions. Its known breadth 
is 1 1 15 feet; its length 6691 feet ; and depth 
743 ; and the beft judges on the fpot fuppofe, 
with the greateft appearance of probability, 
this folid body of fait to branch into various 
directions, the extent of which cannot be 
known : of that part which has been per- 
forated, the depth is only calculated as far as 
they have hitherto dug ; and who can afcer- 
tain how much farther it mav defcend ? 

Our guide did not omit pointing out to us, 
what he confidered as one of the moft re- 
markable curiofities of the place, feveral fmall 
chapels excavated in the fait, in which mafs 
is faid on certain days of the year; one of 
thefe chapels is above 30 feet long and 25 
broad ; the altar, the crucifix, the ornaments 
of the church, the ftatues of feveral faints, 
are all carved out of the {alt. 

Many of the excavations of chambers, from 
whence the fait has been dug, ai^ of an im- 
menfe fize ; fome are fupported with timber, 
others by vaft pillars of fait, which are left 
ftanding for that purpofe : feveral of vaft di- 
menfions are without any fupport in the 
middle. I remarked one of this latter fort 
in particular, which was certainly 80 feet in 
height, and fo extremely long and broad, as 

R 3 almoft 
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almoft to appear amid the fubterraaeous gloom 
without limits. The roofs of thefc vaults arc 
not arched, but flat. The immenfe fize of 
thefe chambers, mth the fpacious paflages or 
galleries, together with the <:hapels above- 
mentioned, and a few iheds built for the 
horfes which are foddered below, probably 
gave rife to the wcaggerated accounts of Hmok 
travellers ; that thefe mines contain feveral vil- 
lages inhabited by colonies of miners, who 
3ic\'cr fee the light. It is certain that there 
is room fufficient for fuch purpofes ; but the 
fe6t is, that the miners have no dwellings 
under ground, none of them remaining below 
more than eight hours at a time, when they 
are relieved by others from above. In truth, 
thefe mines are of a moft ftupendous extent 
a:nd depth; and are fufficiently wonderful 
without the leaft exaggeration. We found 
them as dry as a room, without the leaft 
damp or moifture; obferving only in our 
whole progrefs one fmall fpring of water, 
which is impregnated . with fait, as it runs 
through the mine. 

Such an enormous mafs of fait exhibits a 
wonderful phaenomenon in the natural hiftory 
of this globe. Monfieur Guetard, who vifited 
ihefe mines with great attention, and who has 

publifhed 
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pu|>liflM4 ^ ^^P^^ ^ppn A? AJ>J€a:, infonns 
^s ; th^t jthe upperinQf): b^d of esixdx at the 
l^r^pf imnji^d^tely oyer the r?>iaes is fand ; 
jh/^ Hs^cond clj^y, ^cc^&onally mix^ ^yith fand 
a^d g^f^^^^y 9^ cG@f9ijnmg petrifjjKSions pf 
i)E)pjri|nj? J^pdies; ^the ^rd caicar^D^ ilone. 
From all thefe c^rpsip>/tence§ he iCOjijeiSbires 
that t^is fjport was forpierly .covered by the 
^, and that tlpie jfa^ is a gradual dt^poiit 
formed by the eyaporation of its waters ♦. 

Thefe n>ines have fiow been worked above 
600 years, for tjbey are nxentioned i^ the 
Polifh ^nals fo early as 1 237, under Bo- 
leflaus f- the QkfJkc, and not as' a new dif- 
covery : how much earlier they were known 
cannot now be afcertaincd. Their profits 
liad long been appropriated to the king's 
privy ^urfe : befoi;? jtjhte partition they fur- 
niflied a confii^rabie part of his prefent ma- 
jetty's revenue, who slrew from them an an- 
nual average profit df about 3,500,000 EoliA 
florins, or ;^. 97,22 ?. 4.S. 6 J. fterling. They 
now belong to the emperor, being fituatcd 
within the prpyiijce whicfe he difmembered 

* Sec Memoire fi^r les Mines de Sel de WiditUBi ^ 
Hiftf de TAcad. des Sciences for 1762. 
f I/Cjignicb, Jus Pub. vol, i, p, 249* 
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from Poland ; but at the time we vifited them 
they were far from yielding a revenue equal to 
that which they had afforded to the king of 
Poland ; for the Auftrian commiflioners im- 
prudently raifed the price of fait, from an idea 
that Poland could not exift without drawing 
that commodity as ufual from Wielitfka, and 
would therefore be obliged to receive it at 
any price. This mode of proceeding offend- 
ing the Poles, the king of Pruflia, with his 
ufual fagacity, did not negled: fuch an oppor- 
tunity of extending his commerce ; he imme- 
diately imported large quantities of fait, which 
he procured chiefly from Spain, to Dantzic, 
Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it 
was conveyed up the Viflula into the interior 
provinces : by thefe means he furnifhed great 
part of Poland with fait, at a cheaper rate 
than the inhabitants could procure it from 
the houfe of Auflria ; and in 1778 the mines 
of Wielitfka only fupplied the diflri<3:s which 
immediately border upon Auflrian Poland. 

I never faw a road fo barren of interefling 
fcenes as that from Cracow to Warfaw; 
there is not a fingle objedt throughout the 
'whole tradt, which can for a moment draw 
the attention of the mofl inquifitive traveller. 
The country, for the mofl part of the way, 

was 
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was level, with little variation of furface : it 
was chiefly overfpread with vafi trz&s oJF 
thick gloomy forefl ; and even where it was 
more open, the diftant hdrizon was always 
fkirted with wood. The trees were chiefly 
pines and firs, intermixed with beech, birch^ 
and fmall oaks. The occafional breaks in 
the foreft prefented fome paflure ground, 
with here and there a few meagre crops of 
com. 

Without having a(9:ually traverfed it, I 
could hardly have conceived fo comfortlefs a 
region : a forlorn ftillnefs and folitude pre- 
vailed almofl through the whole extent, with 
few fymptoms of an inhabited, and ftill lefs 
of a civilized country. Though we were tra- 
velling in the high road, which unites Cracow 
and Warfaw, in the courfe of about 258 Englifh 
miles we met in our progrefs only two car- 
riages and about a dozen carts. The country 
was equally thin of human habitations : a 
few ftraggling villages, all built of wood> 
fucceeded one another at long intervals, 
whofe miferable appearance correfponded to 
the wretchednefs of the country around them* 
In thefe aflemblages of huts, the only places 
of reception for travellers were hovels, be- 
longing to Jews, totally deftitute of furniture 

and 
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and every fpecies of accpjoiouKi^tipn* Wie 
could feldom procure any oti^er rooqi hiff, 
that in which die family lived ; in the articip 
of provifion, eggs and milk were our greateft 
luxuries, and could not always )ae obtained i 
our only bed was ftraw thrown iupon the 
ground, and we thought ourfelves happy wjh^ 
we could procure it clean. Even we^ wl^ 
jvere by no means delicate, and who had long 
been accuftomed to all kinds of incojjver 
piences, found purfelves diftreffed in this 
land of defolation. In .rngft other countrie? 
we made a point of fuipeijiding our JQurney 
during night, in order that no fcene paighjt 
ejfqape our obfervation ; yet w? here eyq» 
preferred continuing our route without intarr 
miffion to the p?ai?ince we endjired in thefe 
receptacles of filth and penury : and we hav^ 
reafon to believe that the qlarknefs of the 
night deprived 115 of nothing but the fighjt 
of gloomy foFeilsj indifferent crops .pf cprn^ 
and objefts of human mifery. The native? 
were poorer, hurjibl^r, and more ,miferahl? 
than any people we had yet obferved in the 
courfe of our travels : wherever we flopped^ 
they flocked around us in crouds ; and^ 
afking for charity, ufed the moijt ^bje<3: geCr 
tures* 

The 
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The road bore as few marks of induftry as 
the country which it interfe<3:s. It was beft 
where it w^s fendy; in other parts it was 
fcarcely paflable ; and in the marfhy grounds, 
where fbme labour was abfoltitdy neceflary to 
make it fiipport the carriages, it was raiied 
with flicks and boughs of trees thrown pro-* 
mifcuoufly upon the furfece, or foitned by 
trunks o£ trees laid crofsways. After 9^ 
tedious journey we at length approached 
Wariaw : but the roads being neither more 
paflable, nor the country better cultivated, 
and the fuburbs chiefly confifl:ing of the fame 
wooden hovels which compofe the villages ; 
we had no^fufpicibn of being near the capital 
of Poland until we arrived at its gates. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Arrival at Warfaw. — Defcription of the city^ 
^—Journal of occurrences. — Prefentation to 
the king of Poland. — Palace. -^-Portraits of 
the kings of Poland. — Literary fociety. — 
Entertainment at the king's villa. — -Supper 
in prince Poniatoufki'j* garden, — Defcription 
of a fete champetre given at Povonlki by 
the princefs Zartorifka, &c. &c. 

# ■ 

THE fituation of Warfaw is not un- 
pleafant : it is built partly in a plain, 
and partly upon a gentle afcent rifing from 
the banks of the Viftula, which is about as 
broad as the Thames at Weftminfter-Bridge, 
but very fhallow in fummcr. The city an4 
its fuburbs occupy a vail extent of ground ; 
and are fuppofed to contain between fixty 
and feventy thoufand inhabitants, among 
whom are a great number of foreigners. 
The whole town has a melancholy ap- 
pearance, exhibiting that ftrong contraft of 
wealth and poverty, luxury and diftrefs, which 
pervades every part of this unhappy country. 
The ilreets are fpacious, but ill-paved ^ the 

churches 
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churches and public buildings ar€ large ^d 
magnificent ; the palaces of the nobility are 
numerous and fplendid ; but the great^ part 
of the houfes, particularly in the fuburbs,. are 
mean and illrconftrudted wooden hovels. 

Auguft 2. The Englifh minifter being 
abfent in the country, we carried our letters 
pf recommendation to Count Rzewufki great 
marihal of the crown, who received us with 
much civility ; and appointed Sunday morning 
to prefent us to the king at his levee. At 
the hour appointed we repaired to court, and 
were admitted into the audience-chamber, 
where the principal officers of the crown were 
waiting for his majefty's appearance. In this 
chamber I obferved four bufts, placed by 
order of his prefent majefty; namely, thofe 
bf Elizabeth queen of England ; Henry IV. 
of France ; John Sobiefki ; and the prefent 
emprefs of Ruffia. 

At length the king made his appearance ^ 
and we were prefented. His majefty talked 
to each of us a confiderable time in the moft 
obliging manner ; he faid^ many handfome 
things of the Engliih nation, mentioned his 
refidence in London with, great appearance of 
fatisfadtion, and concluded by inviting us to 
fupper in the evening, of which honour we 

had 
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had before had previous intimation from 
the great marfhal. The king of Poland ig 
handfome in his perfon, with an expreffive 
countenance, a dark complexion, Roman 
nofe, and penetrating eye : he is uncom- 
monly pleafing in his addrcfs and manner, 
and poffefles great fweetnefs of condefcenfion^ 
tempered with dignity. He had on a full- 
drefled fuit; which circumftance I mention 
becaufe he is the firft king of this country 
who has not worn the national habit, or 
who has not fhaved his head after the Poliih 
cuftom. His example has of courfe had 
many imitators : and I was much furprized 
to fee fo few of the chief nobility in the 
national garb. The natives however in ge- 
neral are fo attached to this drefs, that in 
the diet of convocation which affembled 
previous to the ekdlion of his prefent majefly, 
it was propofed to infert in the PaBa Conventa 
an article, whereby the king fhould be obliged 
to wear the Polifh garment : but this motion 
was over-ruled ; and he was left at liberty to 
confult his own tafte. At his coronation he 
laid afide the antient regal habit of cere- 
^mony ; and appeared in robes of a more mo- 
dern fafhion, with his hair flowing upon his 
ihoulders. 

The 
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The levfe6 being ended, we Weftt through the 
apartments of the J)akce : it was built by Sigif- 
fnond IlL ahd firtce his time has been the prin- 
cipal refidence of the Polifli monafchs. War- 
faW is far raofe coftimodious for the capital 
than Cfdcow, becaufe it is fitaated ftearer to 
the center of the kingdoni, afid becaiife the diet 
is affembled in this city. The palace fhnds 
upon a rififtg ground at a fmall diftance from 
the Viftula; ahd commands a fine view of 
that rivdr arid of the adjacent coUtitty. Next 
to the audiettte-chamber is an apartment 
fitted up with marble, which his majefty has 
dediCat^, by the fblloWiilg ihfcripticn, to the 
memory of his predeceffors the kings of iPoland: 
Regum Memories die avit Stanijlaus Auguftus hocce 
monument urn 9 1 77 1 . The portraits of the fove- 
reigns are ranged in chronological order : the 
feries begins from JBoleflaus, and is carried 
down to his prefent majefly, whofe pi<5ture 
is not yet finifhed. Thefe heads are all paint- 
ed by Bacciarelli, and well executed : the 
portraits of the earlier kings are fketched from 
the painter's imagination ; but that of Ladif- 
laus II. and moft of his fuccefibrs, are copied 
from real originals- They altogether pro- 
duce a pleafmg efFe6t, and may be confidered 
as an agreeable ' fpecies of genealogical table. 
M In 
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In this apartment the king gives a dinner 
every Thurfday to the men of letters who arc 
moft confpicuous for their learning and abi- 
lities : his majefty himfelf prefides at table, 
and takes the lead in the graces of conver- 
fation as much as in rank; and, though a 
fovereign, does not think it beneath him to 
be a moft entertaining companion. The 
perfons who are admitted to this fociety read 
occafionally treatifes upon different topics of 
hiftory, natural philofophy, and other mifcel- 
ianeous fubjefts : and, as a code of laws was 
compiling in order to be prefented . to the 
next diet, parts of that code, or obfervations 
rekting to legiflation in general, and the con- 
ftitution of Poland in particular, were intro- 
duced and perufed. The king zealqufly en- 
courages all attempts to refine and polifh his 
native tongue, which had been much negled- 
ed during the reigns of his two predecefTors, 
who were totally ignorant of the Polifh 
language. He is fond of poetry ; accordingly 
that fpecies of compofition is much culti- 
vated at thefe meetings. The adjoining apart- 
ment was hung with the portraits of the 
principal members of the fociety. 

In obedience to the king's condefcending 
Invitation, we proceeded, about eight in the 

evening, 
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evenings to one of the royal villas, fituated in 
,the midft of a delighful wood about three 
.miles from Warfaw, It is finall, confifting 
of a faloon, and four other apartments upon 
the. firft floor, together with a bath, from 
which it takes its name of /a Maifon de Bain : 
above are the fame number of rooms ^ each 
of them fitted up in the n>oft elegant manner. 
The king received us in the faloon with 
wonderful affability : his brother and two of 
his nephews were prefent, and a few of the 
Bobility of both fexes, who generally com- 
pofe his private parties. There were two 
tables for whift, and thofe who were not en- 
gaged at cards walked about, or flood at 
different fides of the room, while the king, 
who feldom plays, converfed occafionally with 
every one. At about half an hour after nine, 
fupper being announced, we followed the 
king into an adjoining apartment, where was 
a fmall round table with eight covers : the 
fupper confifled of one courfe and a defert. 
His majefly fat down, but eat nothing ; he 
took a confiderable fhare in the converfation, 
without wholly engrofling it. After fupper 
we repaired to the faloon, part of the company 
returned to their cards, while we, out of re- 
Ipeft to the king, continued flanding, until 
Vol. L S his 
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his majefty was pleafed to pVopbfe fitting 
down^ adding, ^* we fliall be moit at our eafe 
** chatting round a table/' We accordingly 
feated ourfelves, and the converfation lafteA- 
without interruption, and "^ith perfeft eafe, 
till midnight, when the king retired. Before 
he withdrew, he gave a general order to a 
nobleman of the partjr, that we ihould be 
conduced to fee every objed: in Warfaw wor- 
thy of a ftranger^s curiofity. This extraor- 
dinary degree of attention penetrated us with 
gratitude, and proved ^ prelude to ftilL greater 
honours. 

Angufi 5 . We had the honour of dining 
with his majefty at the fame villa,, and 'expe- 
rienced the fame eafeand affability of teCj^p^ 
tion as before. The king had hitherto talked 
French, but his majefty now did me the^ 
honour to converfe with Inc in Englifli^ 
which he fpeaks remarkably weiL He^ fex- 
prefTed a very flattering predilection for our 
nation : he furprized me by tiis extraoi^dinary 
knowledge of our conftitution, laws, and hif- 
tory ; which was fo circumftantialand'eiaa^ 
that he could not have acquired it without 
infinite application : iall his remarks \vere 
pertinent, juft, and rational. ^He is fa'thiliady 
converfent with our beft authors ; 'ind' his 

enthufijftic 
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enthufiaftic admiration of Shakefpeare gave 
me ihe moft convincing proofs of his intimate 
acquaintance with our language, and his tafte 
for the beauties of genuine poetry. He in- 
quired much about the ftate of ^rts and fci- 
ences in England; and fpoke with raptures 
upon the proteftion and encouragement which 
,our fovereign gives to the liberal arts, and to 
every fpecies of literature. After we had 
taken our leave, we drove round the wood to 
feveral other villas, in which the king oc- 
cafionally refides. They are all conftrucSted 
in diiFerent ftyles with great tafte and elegance. 
His majefty is very fond of architecture ; and 
draws himfelf all the plans for the buildings, 
and even the defigns for the interior decora- 
tions of the feveral apartments. 

In the evening we had the pleafure of meet- 
ing his majefty at his brother's, prince Poni- 
atoufki, who gave us a moft elegant enter- 
tainment at a garden which is iituftted near 
his vilk, and is richly ornamented w^ith build- 
ii^s. The tafte of the Poliih nobility is not 
to be cpntrouled by want of any materials.; 
for if they cannot procure them from, nature, 
they make a reprefentation of them by art. 
In the prefent inftatnce, as there are no quar- 
rries of ftone near Warfaw, the prince has 

S 2 fubftituted 
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fubftituted a compofition fo nearly refembling 
flone, • that the moft minute obferver can 
fcarcely difcover the difference. We arrived 
at the garden about nine : it was a beautiful 
evening of one of the moft fultry days we had 
experienced this fummer. After walking 
about the grounds, we came to a grotto of 
artificial rock, where a fpring of water drip- 
ped through the fides, and fell into a bafon 
with a pleafing murmur. We were fcarcely 
aflfembled in this delightful fpot, when the 
king made his appearance : we rofe up to 
meet him ; the ufual compliments being paff- 
• ed, we attended his majefty about the grounds, 
and then returned to the grotto, round which 
we ranged ourfelves upon a bank covered 
with mofs. The moon was now rifen / and 
added greatly to the beauty of the fcene. I 
•happened' to be feated next to the king (for 
all form and ceremony was banifhed), who 
talked with me as ufual, in Englifh, on the 
arts and fciences, literature, and hiftory. In 
the courfe of this converfation I ventured 
to alk whether there was any good poetry in 
the Polifh lariguage. His majefty told me, 
** We have fome lighter pieces of poetry, by 
•* no means contemptible, and an indifferent 
** epic poem ; but the work of chief poetical 

*^ excellence 
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'* excellence in our tongue is a fine trahflation 
*' of the Gerufalemme Liber at a of Taflb, far 
** fuperior to any tranflations of tl^at admira- 
^* ble poem in other languages ; fome Italians 
*' of tafte and judgment have efteemed it 
*^ not much inferior to the original perform- 
*' ance." I then took the liberty of inquiring 
concerning the hiftorical produdlions of Po- 
land ; when the king informed me, that they 
had no good hiftory of their country in Polifh, 
which he looked upon as a national reflexion, 
though he flattered himfelf it would foon be 
removed, as a perfon of genius and erudition, 
admirably calculated' for the undertaking, 
was now employed in that work. Upon 
exprefling my furprize at a circumftance 
almoft peculiar to Poland, that they had no 
hiftory in their native tongue ; his majefty 
condefcended to acquaint me, that they had 
feveral excellent hiftorians, but all of them 
had written in Latin ; ^^ the knowledge of 
*^ this language,'* his majefty remarked, 
*^ is very general among the Poles * ; the 

♦ I had feveral opportunities of remarking the preva- 
lency of the Latin tongue in Poland 5 when I vifited the 
prifons, I converfed in that language with a common fol- 
dier, who flood guard at the entrance : he fpoke it with 
great fluency, 

8-2 '* earliefl; 
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** earlicft laws are all drawn up in Latin 
'* until the reign of Sigifinond Auguftu5> 
*^ when they began to be compofed in the 
'^ vernacular language ; the old Pa^a Con'uen^ 
** ta are all in Latin ; thofe of Ladiflaus IV. 
** being the firft that appeared in Poliih/'^ 
This convcrfation, in which I was at a lofs 
whether to admire moft the knowledge or 
condefcenfion of the king, was interrupted by 
^ the prince, who propofed a turn in the gar- 
den before fupper : his highnefs led the . way, . 
aiid the company followed ^ We pafled through 
a fubterraneous pafTage, long and winding, 
with here and there a fingle lamp, which 
ihed a glimmering light i we came at length 
to a wooden door, which feemed the entrance 
into fome hovel; it opened, and we found 
ourfelves, to our great aftonifhment, in a fu- 
perb faloon, illuminated with innumerable 
lamps. It was a rotunda, with an degant 
dome of the moft beautiful fymmetry; in 
the circumference were four open receiTes be-» 
tween pillars of artificial marble * : in the 
receiTes were fophas, with paintings infrefco^ 
reprefenting the triumphs of Bacchus, Silenus, 
Love, and the vi(3:ory of the Emprefs of RufTm 

* Thefe pillars are of the fame compofition and colour' 
Wth thofc of the Pantheon in Oxford- Street. 

over 



C, 3- W A R S A* W, 263 

ove^ the Turks. As we were admiring the 
beai^y and elegance of the rotunda, our ears 
were on a fudden regaled with a cx)ncert of 
xCxquifite mufic from an invifible band. While 
we were liilening to this agreeable perform- 
ance, and conjeduring from what quarter it 
canie, a magnificent table was fpread in the 
ipidA of the faloon with fuch expedition, as 
to refemble the efiefts of enchantment. We 
immediately fat down to fupper with the , 
king, the prince, and a chofen company: 
our fpirits were elevated by the beauty of 
the faloon, by the hofpitality of the prince, 
and by the affability of the king -, who, fo far 
fxom beiijig a conftraint to the fociety, greatly 
enlivened it by his vivacity, and feemed the 
J^ul of die party* I never pafTed a more 
^reeable evening *, the converfation was ani- 
mated and rational ; while the focial eafe and 
fireedom, wjhich diffufed itfelf through every 
part of the company, realized this beautiful 
convivial pi<3:ure ; 

La Libert^ convive aimable 
Met les deux coudes fur la table *. 
Even without the luftre of a crown, which 
is apt to dazzle our judgments, the king of 

♦ Voltaire. 

S 4 Poland 
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Poland could not fail of being efteemed one of 
the mofk agreeable and polite gentlemen in 
Europe : he has a furprizing fund of interefting 
eonverfation ; and I never had the honour 
of accefs to his company without being both 
informed and delighted. His majefty did 
not retire until one o'clock, when the com- 
pany feparated ; and we returned to Warfaw, 
highly pleafed with our evening's entertain- 
ment, 

I have had frequent occafion to mention 
the elegance and luxury of the Polifh nobility 
in their houfes and villas; in their decora- 
tions and furniture they feem to have hap- 
pily blended the Englifh and French modes; 
in their entertainments they are exquifitely 
refined; and as they Ipare no expence, and 
have a natural good tafte, they generally fuc- 
ceed in creating pleafure and furprize. We 
every day experienced the agreeable efFedts of 
their hofpitality and politenefs ; but by none, 
were we fo elegantly regaled as by the princefs' 
Zartorifka in' a fke champetrey of which I 
fhall attempt a defcription. 

Povonfki, the villa of prince Adam Zar- 
torilki, is about three miles from Warfaw 
in the midft of a foreft : the fituation is al- 
moft level, with here and there a gentle flope, 

which 
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which produces an agreeable variety. A river 
runs through the grounds, which are laid 
out in the Englifh tafte, with a beautiful 
intermixture of lawn and wood; walks are 
cut through the wood, and carried along the 
iide of the water. 

The houfe, which ftands upon a gentle 
rife, has the appearance of a cottage, con- 
ftrudted like thofe of the peafants, with trunks 
of trees piled upon each other, and thatched 
with ftraw : befide the principal building, 
inhabited by the prince and princefs, there 
are feparate cottages for the children and at- 
tendants, each of which has its inclofures and 
finall garden ; this group of ftruftures bears 
the refemblance of a village, compofed of 
huts fcattered at a fmall diftance from each 
other. Other buildings, fuch as fummer- 
houfes, pavilions, ruftic flieds, and ruins, arc 
difperfed throughout the grounds j; the ftables 
are conftruiSed in the form of an half-de- 
molifhed amphitheatre. Several romantic 
bridges, rudely compofed of the trunks and 
bent branches of trees, contribute to heigh- 
ten the rufticity of the fcenery. 

Upon our arrival we repaired to the princi- 
pal cottage, where the princefe was ready to 
receive us : we expedted the infide to be fur- 

niflicd 
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nifhed in the fimple ftyle of a peafant's hovel ^ 
but were furprized to find every fpecies of 
elegant magnificence which riches and talle 
could colledt. All the apartments are deco- 
rated in the moll coilly manner; but the 
Iplendour of the bath-room was peculiarly 
ftriking : the fides are covered from top to 
bottom, with fmall fquare pieces of the fineft 
Drefden china, each ornamented with an 
elegant fprig; and the border and cieling are 
painted with beautiful feftoons. The expence 
of fitting up this apartment muft have been 
prodigious ; as each piece of china coft at; 
Drefden three ducats *. After we had fur-, 
veyed all the apartments, we proc^gdecj to 
an inclofure near the houle, fuyrounded with 
large blocks of granite . heaped one upon ano- 
ther, and fallen trees placed in the moft na- 
tural and pidurefque manner ; here we drank 
tea upoA the lawn. From thence we re- 
paired to the feveral cottages inhabited by 
the children ; which are fitted up in diffeirent 
ftyles, but with equal elegance. Every thing 
without doors gives one the idea of an ^appy 
peafant's family ; within all is coftlinefs and 
tafte ; I never faw fuch a ftriking contraft of 
fimplicity and magnificence. 

♦ About iL 7 s. 6d# 

After 
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After walking round the grounds, which 
arc prettily laid out in the Engliih tafte of 
gardening; the company all adjourned to 
a Turkifh tent of rich and curious work-^ 
jnanfhip, pitched in a beautiful retired frcld 
near the ftables, which reprefent a ruined 
amphitheatre. This tent belonged to the 
grand- vizier, and was taken during the late 
war between the Ruffians and the Turks : 
under it was a fettee, and a carpet fpread 
upon the ground. Here we remained con- 
Vcrfing until it was quite dufk, when the 
princefs propofed returning; fhe led us through 
the houfe to a fmail fpot of rifing ground, 
where wc were fuddenly ftruck with a moft 
beautiful illuminatioG* A rufHc bridge, con- 
fiifting of a fingle arch over a broad piece of 
water, was ftudded with fcveral thouiand 
lamps of different colours ; the reflexion 
whereof in the water was fo ftrong as to 
deceive the eye, and gave the whole the 
appearance of a brilliant circle fufpended in 
the air : the efibd: was fplendid beyond de- 
fcription, and confiderably heightened by the 
^loom of the fbrefl in the back-ground. 
While we continued admiring this delightful 
fcenc, a band of mufic ilruck up at a little 
(lifhmce, and amufed us with an excellent 
4 concert. 
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concert. We were then led from this en- 
chanting fpot, acrofs the illuminated bridge, 
to a thatched pavilion, open at the fides, and 
fupported by pillars ornamented with garlands 
and twifted feftoons of flowers : we found 
within a cold collation, and fat down to a 
table covered with all kind of delicacies, with 
the moft coftly wines, and every fpecies of 
fruit which art or nature could furnifh. The 
evening was delightful, the fcenery pidturefque, 
the fare delicious; the company in good 
fpirits ; for who could be otherwife, when 
every circumftance, which the tafte and in- 
genuity of our fair hoftefs could invent, con- 
fpired to heighten the entertainment? The 
collation being ended, we rofe from table : 
which I concluded to be the clofe of the en- 
tertainmeht, but was agreeably difappointed : 
the gardens were fuddenly illuminated; we 
all ranged about as fancy dictated ; and were 
gratified with the found of wind inftruments 
played by muficians diiperfed in different parts 
of the grounds. We repafifed the bridge, and 
returned into the cottage, when the two 
eldeft daughters of the princefs, habited in 
Grecian drefifes of the moft elegant fimplicity, 
performed a Polifh and a Coflac dance ; the 
former ferious and graceful, the latter comic 

and 
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and lively. The eldeft foh, a boy about 
eight years old, next performed a hornpipe 
with great agility, and afterwards a dance in 
the ftyle of the Polifli peafants with much 
humour. It was now paft two in the morn- 
ing ; we feemed as if we could ftay for ever; 
but as there muft be an end of all fublunary 
joys, we took our leave, exprefling our thanks 
and gratitude in language far unequal to our 
feelings. Imagination can fcarcely form 2Ljete 
champetre fo elegant : and I am perfuaded, 
that it will . feldom fall to the lot of the fame 
perfon to partake of fuch a pleafing enter- 
tainment twice in his life. 

The day before our departure from this 
town we dined with the bifhop of Plotfko, 
the king's brother, at his palace of Jablonifka 
about eight miles from Warfaw. The pa- 
lace is an handfome building, conftrudted 
after a defign, and at the expence, of his 
majefty. One of the apartments, called the 
Turkifli faloon, is remarkable for its elegance 
and fingularity : it is in the Oriental tafte, of 
an oblong fhape, very lofty, with a fountain 
in the middle, furrounded with a parterre of 
flowers. Between the parterre and fides" of 
the room are ranges of Turkifli ibphas. 
The variegated tints and rich fragrance of 

7 the 
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the ilowcrs, joined to the tranfpareacy and 
murmurs of the fountain, produce a moft 
pleafing efiedt; and, together with the copl- 
nefs of the apartment, render it a delicious 
retreat from the heats of fummer. The Viftufe 
•windai along at a fmall diftance from thepalaoe, 
through a fandy and aknoft level couiatry. 

In the evening we ^compaaied prince 
Staniflaus to :his majefly's villa^ well alTurefi 
of pafling an interefting evening; but it was 
jiow embittered with the retledion that it 
•would never again be repeate4, and that this 
.was the laft time of our being admitted ta 
the company of fo amiable a monarch. In 
the following converfation I had an additional 
proof of his humanity and condefcenfion : 
** You have been to the prifons ^, and I am 
*^, afraid you found them in a wretched con- 
** dition," To have mentioned all their abu- 
fbs, when I knew that his majefty could not 
alter them, would only have been an infult.; 
J endeavoured therefore to palliate my an- 
fwer, by remarl^ing, what is but too true, 
that in feveral inftances they were not fo rill 
regulated as in England. ** I am Xurprizec},'' 
returned the king, " that a nation, who fo 
** juftfy piques itfelf for its humanity, fliould 



^ *• See the latter part of Chap, V. 
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'•* be deficient in fo eflential an article of 
** police." I then ventured, with as much 
"delicacy as poffible, to point out one material 
abufe in the prifons of Warfaw, which I 
'thought might probably be in his majefty*s 
power to alleviate at leaft, if not to f emedy. 
The circumftance which I alluded to was, that 
thfere is no feplrate room for the accommoda- 
tion of fick prifoners ; at the fame time I begged 
pardon for this inftance of prefumption, which 
nothing but my compaffion for the unfor- 
tunate could have extorted from me. ** He 
** who pleads the caufe of the unhappy," 
replied his majefty, ** is always liftened to 
^* with pleafure ;" an e^tpreffion I fhall never 
forget, and which convinced me, by the pa- 
thetic manner in which it was uttered, that 
it was the real fentiment of his heart. The 
turn of the converfation led the king to en- 
large upon the code of laws preparing for the 
infpedlion of the approaching diet ; when his 
majefty expatiated, with peculiar fatisfad:ion, 
tipon feveral beneficial regulations calculated 
to promote the impartial adminifl:ration of 
jufl:ice. " Happy Englifhman !" exclaiflied 
the king, *^ your houfe is raifed, ^rid mine is 
** yet to build." Every part of this con- 
ference imprefled me with the higheft opinion 

of 
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of the king's benevolence, patriotifm, and 
legiflative' abilities. 

. After fupper, which paffed no lefs agree- 
ably than the preceding entertainments, wc 
were prefented to take leave : the king conde- 
fcended to inquire of us the route we intend- 
ed to take ; and to point out what was moft 
likely to occur worthy of obfervation. " Your 
** majefty," I ventured to obferve, ** has omit- 
** ted the manufadtures which you have efta- 
« blifhed at Grodno */' " An EngUfhman" 
replied the king, "after having feen the 
*' manufad:ures of his own country, will find 
** little deferving his curiofity in any other, 
** and particularly in this kingdom, where 
** there is fuch a fettled averfion to com- 
/* merce. The eftablifhment at Grodno is 
** but a beginning : I confider ^t only as a 
** pledge of my future intentions." I then 
mentioned the new regulations in the univer- 
lity of Vilna, and the foundation of a phyfic- 
garden at Grodno. '* You are deceived by 
" the fimilarity of names. An Englifh uni- 
*^ verfity is as much fuperior to foreign femi- 
" naries, as your nation excels all others in 
^* the cultivation of literature, and the en- 

♦ See Chap. VI. article Grodno. 

** couragement 
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*^ couragement given to genius and abilities, 
^^ The academy at Vilna is more the imaga 
^* of what it was, and of what it ought to be, 
** than an objed: of a traveller's curiofity/* 
He then gracioufly expreflcd his regret at 
our departing fo foon from Warfaw, and, 
wifliing us a good journey, retired, 

I flatter myfelf, that I fliall not appear too 
minute in relating all thefe circumftances ; 
the fiuniliar incidents of domeftic life place 
the character of a fovereign in a truer point 
of view than the more fpkndid occurrences 
of public grandeur, where the real difpofition 
is often difguifed by form, or facrificed to 
policy. 
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CHAP. IV. 

VillattO^ tbr fdv&ttrite palace of]if^vi SdWeiki. 
^-^Accdunt of that monarch .—^ircumjiances 
of his death. — Intrigues of his queen. — 15/- 
H)i/ion ^nd cabals of his family. -^F&rtunes 
'df his children .-'^^xtin^ion of his nOTfie*-^ 
^Genealhgical table cfhis defcdndants. 

AUGUST 6. We paffed the day « 
ViJlancAv, where we xiined with prihte 
ZartorJAd. He is a fine old man> iiear four- 
fcore, and lives in the true ftyle of ancient 
hofpitality : he is conftantly attended by his 
own guaMs, which I mention, not as being 
peculiar to him, who enjoys the firft offices 
of the republic, but becaufe it leads me to 
remark that every Polifli nobleman may have 
as many guards as he can afford to main- 
tain. 

The prince keeps an open table, at which 
there are feldom lefs than twenty or thirty 
covers. His revenues are large^ amounting 
to near ^. 100,000 fterling per annum ^^ and 
his ftyle of living correfponds to thi^ great 
income. 

VSkftow 



VilknoW Was built by John Sobielki the 
conqueror of the Turks and deliverer of* 
Vienna i it was the favourite refidence of that 
great monarch, where he moftly lived When 
not in arms^ and where he cloied his days^ 
The palace, being ibid after his death, came 
by marriage into the family of Zartdrifki i 
it was lent to Auguftus IL who confiderably 
tnlatgfed it^ The outfide is ornamented with 
feveral baffo relievos, reprefenting the prin-» 
tipal victories of John Sobiefki, which were^ 
probably added by Auguftus ; for the formejf 
was too mode{| and unafluming to ered m©-* 
numents of hjl own glory* 

The flBra of John Sobiefki, fpkndid in 
itfclf, appears more luminous, wlien con- 
trafted with the darknefs which preceded and 
followed* The reigns of his immediate pfe-» 
deceiibr and fucceflbr were convulfed with 
intCTTtzl commotions ; but the fpirit of difcord 
and anarchy was laid for a time by his tran- 
fcendent genius* Under his aufpices Poland 
jfeemed to revive from the calamities which 
had long opprefled her, and again to reqovef 
her anticnt fplendour 2 fuch is the powerful 
afcendaiicy of a great and fuperior mind* 
Jlis military talents require no other tefti-* 
mony than the vii^ory of Chotzm^ the reco* 

T a ycrf 
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very of Ac Ukraine, repeated defeats of the 
Turks and Tartar^, and the delivery of 
Vienna : while an exad: infight into the 
laws and conftitution of his country, a manly 
and perfuafive eloquence, a love and protection 
of literature, an accurate knowledge of foreign 
languages, and an unceafing habit of affability, 
moderation, and temperance, render him no 
lefs an object of our admiration in his civil 
capacity *. But the monarch, who could 
allay the ferments of public fadlion, could 
not fupprefs the domeftic diflenfions of his 
own family ; and the fame great prince, who 
kept a turbulent people in awe, and chaftifed 
the moft formidable enemies, was himfelf 
under the controul of his confort, a French 

* Dr# South, in his Account of Poland, thus defcribes 
John Sobielki : " The king is a Very well-fpoken prince, 
^* very eafy of accefs, and extreme civil, having moft of 
" the qualities requifite to form a complete gentleman. 
♦* He is not only vi^ell verfed in all military affairs, but like- 
wife, through the means of a French education, very 
opulently ftored with all polite and fcholaftical learning. 
** Befides his own tongue, the Sclavonian, he underftands 
the Latin) French, Italian, German, and Turkifli lan- 
guages : He delights much in natural hiftory, and in all 
the parts of phyfic. He is wont to reprimand the clergy 
for not admitting the modern- philofophy, fuch as Le 
^V Graild's and Cartefius's, into the univerfities and fchools,'* 
icQ. Soutji's Pofthumous Works, p. 24. 
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lady *, of exquifite beauty and elegant man- 
ners, but of reftlefs intrigue, infatiable ava- 
rice, and inordinate ambition. This un- 
principled woman fomented a fpirit of dif- 
union and jealoufy among her children ; and 
loaded her eldeft fon with every fpecies of 
indignity. She formed and fupported an ad- 
miniftration called, by w^y of derifion, the 
Jewifli junto ; and introduced into the royal 
houfliold a narrow parfimony 'unbecoming 
the dignity of a powerful fovereign : in a 
word, by a feries of offenfive and wicked 
meafures, fhe loft her hufband the aifedlion 
of his fubjedis ; and rendered the clofe of his 
reign as odious, as the preceding part had 
been popular and glorious. 

The decline of Sobiefki's life was clouded 
with affliiSion. He felt himfelf a prey to a 
lingering difeafe -f- ; yet, inftead of deriving 
any comfort from his neareft conneftipns, he 
experienced an aggravation of his diftrefs from 
the unnatural contefts of his children, and the 
intriguing fpirit of his queen. The decay of 
his authority, and the indecent cabals almoft 
openly carrying on for the choice of his 

♦ Marie de la Grange. See p. 282. 
f His illnefs was a complication of diforders, gout^ 
ftone, afthma, dropfy. 

T 3 (bcceffor^ 
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fucceflbr, affedted in the ftrongeft manner a 
perfpn of his cxtrenie fcnfibility : his fubje<9:S| 
inftead of lamenting, feemcd eagerly to anti^ 
cipate his diflblutioij. Yet, in this deplorable 
ftate^ the king's equanimity, founded on relir 
gion and philofophy, did not forf»ke himj 
and he retained, even upon his d?ath-bed, 
that mixture of ferioufnefs and gaiety, ftrength 
of reafoning and quicknefs of repartcCj^ which 
fo ftrongly marked his charader. He died on 
the 17th of June, 1696, Some ftriking inr 
cidents, immediately preceding his death, ar? 
tranfmitted to us by the chancellor Zis^Jufki 
bifhop of Plotfko, whp was preftpt when hg 
fxpired. 

Some alarming fymptoms in Sobielki's dif- 
order having awakened the queen's folicitude 
reljpefting the fucceffion to his fortune, fhc 
carneftly ^ importuned Zalulki to prefent him- 
felf before the king, and infinuate fome advice 
concerning the difpofition of his affairs. The 
biflipp, >vhen he entered the apartnaent, find- 
ing the king in an agony of excruciating pain *, 
endeavoured to giye him comfort and hopes 
of recovery. But Sobielki replied, " I fore- 
f ' fee my approaching (death 5 my fituation 

« Zalufki Epift, vol. III. p. 5 — 14. 
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** will he the feme to-morrow as it is to^rday ; 
** all confolation i^ now too late :" then, 
fetching a deep figh, his majefty afked him 
^* why he came fo feldpm to court, and in 
" what manner he employed himfelf at his 
** diocefe alone ?" Zalufki, after expatiating 
upon the duties of his epifcopal office and the 
refources of literature, artfully turned the dif. 
courfe to the bufinefs in queftion, " Lately,** 
faid he, " I have been employed in no very 

* agreeable, yet neceflary duty : w^ghing the 

* frail condition of human nature, remember- 
^ ing, that as Socrates and Plato, fn all men 
' muft die ; and coniidering the diffeniionS 

* which may arife dmong my relations after 
^ my deceafe, I have taken an inventorp of 

* my effedts, and have difpofed of them by 

* will." The king, who few the purport 
of his difcourfe, interrupted him with a loud 
laugh, and exclaimed, in a quotation from 
Juvenal *, " O media, mediam contundite ve^ 
" nam/' ^^ What, my Lord Bifliop ! you 
** whofe judgment and good fenfe I have fo 
^' long eftfpmcd, do you make^ your will ? 

♦ Juvenal, Sat. VI. 1. 40. ** Open. a vein.*^ In apply- 
ing thi$ paiQij^e, .f^ Ifi^g qicaat tp infmuate that the bifliop 

T 4 "What 
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*^ What an ufelefs lofs of time !" &c. * Not 
difcouraged by this fally, the bifhop perfe- 
vcred in fuggefting, ^* that in juftice to his 
^^ family and country he ought without delay 
** to regulate the difpofition of his eiFeds, 
** and to declare his final inclinations/' 
^* For God's fake," returned Sobielki with a 
more ferious tone, " do not fuppofe that any 
** good will arife in this age ! when vice has 
^* increafed to fuch an enormous degree, as 
** almoft to exclude all hopes of forgivenefs 
?* from the mercy of the Deity ! Do you 
^* not fee how great is the public iniquity, 
^* tumult, and violence ? all ftrive who Ihall 
^* blend good and evil without diftinftion : 
f ^ the morals of my fubjeds are overturned ; 
^^ will you again reftore them ? My orders 
^^ are not attended to while I am alive; 
** can I expedt to be obeyed when I am 
** dead? That man is happy, who with his 
^* own hand difpofes of his efFeds, which 
** caijnot be entrufted with fecurity to his 
ff executors ; while they who bequeath them 
** by a will adt abfqrdly, for configning to the 
'* care of others what is more fecure in the 
f^ hands of their neareft relations. Have not 
f' the regulations of the kings my predeceiTors 
f' been defpifed after their deaths ? Where 

^* corruption 
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^* corruption univerfally prevails, judgment is 
'* obtained by nioney : the voice of confcience 
^* is not heard, and reafon and equity are no 
'* more/' Then fuddenly giving a ludicrous 
turn to the converfation, he exclaimed, 
^* What can you fay to this, Mr. Will* 
** maker*!" 

On the 17th of June, the king growing 
worfe, the biihop w^as again fummoned to 
Villanow; when his majefty heard prayers, 
and was particularly fervent in his devotion. 
After dinner, while he was converfing with 
his ufual gaiety in the prefence of Zalufki 
and the abbe Polignac, he was fuddenly feized 
with a ftroke of apoplexy ; but recovering a 
little, he confelTed, and, having received ab- 
folution and extreme unftioft, expired almoft 
without a groan, in the 66th year of his age, 
and the 23d of his reign, on the fame day in 
which he was raifed to the throne. The 
name of Sobiefki is now extindt.- My ve- 
neration for this great man prompted me to 
inquire into the fortunes of his family. 

Sobiefki -f- left behind him his wife Marie 
de la Grange, three fons, James, Alexander, 

♦ Quid ad haec, Domine teftimentarle ! 
f The abbe Coyer has written the Life of Sobiefki with 
great fpirit and fidelity. 

and 
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Qjid Canftantin^^ ?ind one daughter There& 
Cunigunda. M^rie his wif?> d^qghler of 
fienry de la Gfapg^ captain of the guards to 
Philip duke of Orleans, and Qf Frances dc k 
Chartre, was maid of honour to Louifa queen 
of Ladillaus IV, She wa^ firft married to 
Radzivil prince of Zamolki ; within a month 
after his deceafe fhe efpquftd John Sobieiki in 
Secret, and brought him in dower a large por-p 
tioh and the favour of his fpvereign. Her in- 
fluence over her hu{kind, and the ill ule fh? 
made of her power when he afcended th? 
throne, have been already obferved. 

James I^ouis, th^ ^deft fon of Sobieiki^ 
was born at Paris in 1667. ^^ accompanied 
his father to the relief of Vienna, in the 1 6th 
year of hi3 age ; and narrowly efcaped being 
flain in an adtion near Banan in Hungary^ 
He afterwJjtrds gave fuch fignal proofs of hi? 
military talents, that, upon his father's in- 
difpofition in the campaign of 1687 agaipft 
the Turks, he was entrufted w^ith the comr- 
mand of the army, although only in the 2 1 ft 
year of his age ; and received from the foldier^ 
all the honours ufually paid only to the kings 
of Poland : a lingular mark of deference in an 
elective monarchy, and which gave encourage- 
ment to an expedition of the throne at his 
1 2 father's 
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father's deceafe. His father promoted this 
view with the utmoft exertion of his intereft 5 
but it was entirely difconccrted by the jndif^- 
cretion of the prince, and the reftleis intrigues 
of the queen -, who, having conceived the 
ftrongeft antipathy to her eldeft fon, and a 
no lefs violent predileftion iT\ favour of h» 
iecond fon Alexander, a prince of a more 
tra<3able difpofition, facrificed the dignity of 
her family to a blind impulfe of parental par* 
tiality. 

Sobiefki had fcarcely expired, before the 
cabals, which even his authority could hardly 
fupprefs, broke out with undiiTembled vio- 
lence. The divifion of the king's treafure 
cauf^ the moil indecent difputes and alter- 
cations between his widow and children. 
James, without a moment's delay, endeavour- 
ed, though in vain, to feize it by force, being 
anticipated by the queen*, who, with the 
affiftance of the abbe Polignac, fent it into 
France. She had three great objects in view; 
either to obtain the crown for Alexander, 
whom fhe was fecure of governing 5 to pro- 
mote the eleftion of Count Jablonoufki, great 

♦ The queen fent 3,000,000 l^rench livres =: £. 125,000 
ittto France. Larrey, Hift. Louis XIV. v. II. p. 297. 

general 
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general of the crown, with an intention of 
marrying him ; or to favour the pretenfions of 
the prince of Conti, warmly fupported by 
Louis XIV. At all events fhe was firmly 
rcfolved to procure the exclufion of her eldeft 
fon ; and this was the only point fhe carried. 
Had the family of Sobiefki been unanimous, 
James would have been eled:ed king ; but no 
fubmiffion * could foften the implacable re- 
fentment of the queen, who, even when fhe 
found it impradlicable to fecure the eledtion 
of her favourite fbn Alexander, or to compafs 
any of her other defigns, both in fecret and 

• Zalufki has given the following curious inftance of 
the queen's implacability. ** I and other fenators accom- 
panied prince James to the Queen's at Bieltz, but her 
majefty being informed of our approach, retired precipi- 
" tately from the palace in order to avoid the interview , 
•* we overtook her about a mile from Bieltz, and ordered 
" the driver to flop, while fhe repeatedly urged him to con- 
" tinue his route : at length the coachman, alarmed by our 
*^ nuQiber and threats, flopped the carriage. On our ad- 
^ vancing to the queen, (he received us with great marks 
^ of difpleafure ; and although the. prince proftrated himfelf 
" before her, and embraced her feet with the moft profound 
*^ rcfpeft, he was not able to extort from her more than a 
^^ fliort and evafive anfwer. Upon his ^ retiring, with his 
** eyes full of tears, I mjrfelf ufed fome endeavoiurs to foften 
** her refentment -, which, however, had no other efFeft than 
** to draw from her additional expreflions of difguft and 
^indignation*" Zalufki, vol. III. p. 135. 

openly 
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Openly fet herfelf in oppofition to the pre- 
tenlions of James. When the diet of con- 
Vocation aflembled at Warfaw, the queen 
fummoned a meeting of fenators and nuntios 
in her apartment, whom ihe addrefled in 
regard to her fon with all the virulence which 
inveterate fury could infpire, and all the af- 
fedted candour towards the Poles which the 
moft confummate hypocrify Could fuggeft ** 
*' Although I am not by birth a Pole, I am 
'* one by inclination ; and am more attached 
*' to this nation than to my own family, 
** Refled: maturely whom you will nominate 
** your king in the place of my much-regretted 
'* hufband ; and I fincerely recommend to you 
** not to eledl one of my children. I too well 
" know all their difpofitions ; and particularly 
" caution you not to raife to the throne the 
^^ eldeft prince James. His inconfiderate rafli- 
" nefs will involve the kingdom in fpeedy and 
" inevitable ruin." The bifhop of Plotfko, 
though her creature, diigufted at thefe ap- 
pearances of unnatural rancour, importuned 
her to defift ; but fhe exclaimed with greater 
violence : " Do not interrupt me ; I will 
*' never retradt what I have faid, as I prefer 

* Zalu&i, vol. III. p. 102. 

"the 
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the fafety of the repubiic to my own in«- 
tefefti and the fphndonr of my fkmily. I 
** again exhort the iPolcs to tka anjr candi* 
^* date in preference to one of my children.'* 
This virulent oppofition to the Views of her 
eldeft ibtt was but too fuccefsful : he wa4 
rcie(fted by i great majority, and the choic* 
of the nation fell upon Auguftus eledtor of 
Saxony* 

The fequel of the hiftory of Sobieflci's fa- 
mily, now reduced to a private ftation^ will 
be comprifed in a fhort compafs. Aftef the 
defeat of Auguftus II. at the battle of Cliflbw, 
Chatles XII. determined to give a new king 
to Poland ; and his veneration for the memory^ 
(>f Johh Sobielki induced him to ofier that 
dignity to his eldeft fon* In confequence of 
this refolution, Auguftus was declared by the 
primate unworthy to reign i and 1 diet of 
eledlion was convened at Warfaw. James 
was then at Breflaw, impatiently expedting 
his nominatiort to the throne fo worthily filled 
by his father, and from which he had bee6 
deprived by the unprecedented malice of t 
mother. But the ufual Angularity of his ill- 
fcrtuiie ftill purfued him : as he was hunting 
with his brother Conftantine, a fmall detach- 
ment of Saxort korfemen furprized and car- 
ried 



e. 4« S b * t E fe K 1 If A M I t tT. 4^7 

jffed him ^ffi and^ inftead of receiving a 
€ro\<^ii> he was confined in the caftk of 
Pldflehburgh near Leipfic. Conftantine^ 
Might have leaped i but, from an impulse of 
fraternal affeftion, he voluntarily accompani- 
ed hi^ brother into confinement, and admi- 
nifteredconfolation under this grievous reverfd 
of fcMtune. This ev^t happened on the a 8th 
of February, 1704. 

In the month of Septembef, 1706, the two 
brothers were removed to the fortrefs of 
Koningftein, as to a place of ftill greater fe- 
turity i but in December of the fame year 
fortunately obtained their enlargement, upon 
the requeft of Charles* XII. at the conclufion 
of the celebrated treaty with Auguftus IL 
til which the latter was compelled to abdicate 
the throne of Poland. This abdication, how- 
ever, did not revive the pretenfions of James 
to the croWii, the election having fallen, 
during his confinement, upon Staniflaus Let- 
2inlki, From this period James pafTed a 
private and retired life, and feems to have 
.entirely renounced all his views upon the 
trovvn of Poland. He died in 1737 at ZoU 
kiew in Red Ruflia, in the 70th year of his 

♦ Le^gnich, Hift. Pol. p. 342. 
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agc; and in him, as the laft male of his 
family, the name of Sobiefki became extinft* « 
His wife was Hedwige Eleonora *, daughter 
of Philip William elector palatine; by her 

♦ Sifter of Eleonora Magdalcna wife of the emperor 
Leopold, James had been firft contradled in marriage 
to the widow of the eleSor of Brandenburgh!s brother, a 
^h beirefe of the houfe of Radzivil in Lithuania, but 
upon this occadon he firft experienced that ill fortune 
which afterwards attended him through life. "An envoy 
•* was fent to Berlin to negotiate the marriage, which was 
** agreed upon by the feledor's and her confent, and the 
•* prince himfelf came thither in perfon, with a numerous 
•* attendance, to cohfummate it. At the fame time came 
•* to Berlin the eleSor palatine's brother^ prince Charles 
•*ofNewburg, brother to the empreft, to fee the cere- 
•^ mony of the marriage ; but this princefs, taking more 
•* fancy to him than to the prince of Poland, gave him 
*^ encouragement to make his addrefles to her ; which he 
*^ did with that fuccefs, that he engaged her fo far and (b 
** unexpeftedly, that he was privately married to her the 
" night before (he was to be married to the prince of 
" Poland, fo that prince James WaP forced to return back 
" fhamefully : which the king his father refented fo highly, 
** that he was refolved to have fatisfa<%on from the eleflor 
" of Brandenburg, for fiifFering his fori to receive fo no- 
•' torious an afFfont at his court ; but the eledlor, know- 
•* ing nothing of that private intrigue, juftified himfelf 
•' and all animofities were at laft adjufted by prince James's 
" marrying his rival's fitter the princefs of Newburg, who 
•* was fent into Poland, and has two daughters by him/' 
Ccinnor's Hiftory of Poland, v« II. p. i88, 189. 

he 
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he left two daughters, Mary Charlotte and 
Clementina Mary. 

The eldeft, Mary Charlotte, married in 
1723 Frederic Maurice de la Tour duke of 
Bouillon, who dying within a few days after 
the marriage, fhe efpoufed, with a difpenfa- 
tion from the pope, his brother Charles God- 
frey the fame year. By him ihe left ilTue a 
fon, the prefent duke of Bouillon, married 
to a lady of the houfe of Lorraine, and a 
daughter, who efpoufed the duke of Rohan- 
Rohan. In thefe noble perfons and their. 
progeny the female lint of Sobiefki ftill 
exifts. 

Clementina Mary, the youngeft daughter of 
prince James, married at Mbntefiafcone, in 
171 9, James Edward Stuart, commonly known 
by the name of the Chevalier de St. George, 
the pretender to the Britifh throne. This prin- 
cefs, though a woman of great perfonal and 
mental endowments, could not engage the 
afFeilion of her hufbaqd; and flie was fo 
offended at his attachment to a favourite 
miftrefs, that fhe withdrew from his houfe, 
and remained for fome time in a convent near 
Rome. Afterwards, being reconciled to him, 
fhe died at Rome on the i8th of June^ 1735, 
aged 33 ; her death, according to the account 

Vol, I. U of 
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of a writer * attached to the Stuart family, 
was occafioned by religious abftinence and 
too fevere mortifications : her remains were 
interred with regal pomp in the church of 
St. Peter, where a monument was eredted to 
her memory. She left two fons by the Che- 
valier : Charles, ufually termed count of Al- 
bany, and Henry, cardinal of Yorke, Charles 
married the princefs of Stolberg, by whom 
he has no children : a mifunderftanding not 
long after their marriage taking place between 
them, fhe quitted her hufband, and took 
fhelter in a convent in the Tufcan dominions ) 
and, as her quarrel was efpoufed by the car- 
dinal of Yorke, fhe obtained a feparation for 
life. We may therefore forefee the extinction 
of the Sobieiki line in the Stuart branch. 
The ample patrimony of James Sobieiki was 
divided equally between his. two daughters. 
Having lent a confiderable fum to the houfe 
of Auftria ; he obtained in return a mortgage, 
upon certain eftates in Silefia, which, upon 
the divifion of the property after his deceafe, 
fell to the Stuart family, and were in their 
polTeffion when the king of Pruffia fecurcd 
Silefia in the year 1740. His Pruflian ma- 

♦ Letters from a Painter in Italy, wher^ her funei-al 
and monument are defcribed v^ II.. p, 561. 

12 jefty 



jefty confifcated thdc Unds to himfclf by 
right of cbilqueft ; and the houfe of Austria 
never made any further eompenfation for tho 
above-mentioried loan* 

Alexander^ fecond fon of John Slobkiki, 
^Vas born at Dan;sic in 1 677 ; and as he was 
brought into the world after his father had 
been railed to the throne, he was ufually Ityled- 
by his mother, who adored him, the fon of 
the king ; while ihe affedted to call his brother 
James, who wad born before his father's elec^ 
tion, the fon of the great matfhaL Excited 
by his mother's partiality^ and inflamed by 
an ambition natural to youth, he even afpired 
to the throne in oppoiition to his brother 
James : afterwards however, when a morfi 
mature age had corredled his paflions, and 
his mother's influence had ceafed to miflead 
him 1 he dccfined, from a principle of fra^ 
temal afiedtion^ the acceptance of that very 
crown, which had once been the ohjeSt o^ 
his warmeft hopes. When Charles Xlh 
upon the imprifonment of JameSy oflfered thi 
crown of Poland to Alexander; the latter^ 
with a difintereftednefs which reflefts the 
higheft honour upon his memory, refufed il 
with this generous declaration^ " that no in-' 

V 2 '' tereflSf 
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^* tcreft fhould tempt him to avail himfclf 
^* of his brother's misfortunes *." 

Alexander paflcd his days principally at 
Rome with the queen his mother. During his 
refidence in that city, he never made his ap- 
pearance at the court of Clement XL becaufe 
that pontiff had refufed to receive him with 
the marks of diftinftion which he claimed 
as a king's fon. But the honours which 
were withheld from him while alive, were 
granted unto him when dead ; his body be- 
ing permitted to lie in royal ftate, and to be 
interred with the iame ceremonies, which 
attended the funeral of Chriftina queen of 
Sweden. He expired in June I7i4> hav- 
ing aflumed upon his death-bed the habit of 
a capuchin, from a fuperftitious notion of 
cnfuring his falvation +. 

Conftantine, having regained his liberty at 
the fame time with his brother James, niar- 
ried a German baronefs, maid of honour to 
the princefs of Neuburg; a marriage of 
paffion, foon followed by repentance, and 
from which he in vain endeavoured to pro- 

* Voltaire's Charles XII. p. 90. 
t Vic de Spbiefld, v. III. p. i?©. 

cure 
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cure a releafe by a divorce • He deceafcd in 
1726 without children. 

Thcrefa Cunigunda, the daughter of John 
Sobielki, married in 1696 Maximilian Ema-* 
nuel eledior of Bavaria, and died a widow 
1730. Her fon Charles Albert, who fuc- 
ceeded to the ele<ftorate of Bavaria, was the 
unfortunate emperor Charles VII. and her 
grandfon Maximilian Jofeph expired in 1778 
without iffue. Her grand-daughter Maria 
Antonietta marnfed Frederic Chriftian eledlor 
of Saxony j and the blood of John Sobiefki 
ftill flows in the veins of their progeny, 
the prefent ele<ftoral family. 

Marie de la Grange, the confort of John 
Sobiefki, paflcd the firft part of her widow- 
hood at Rome with her father the marquis 
of Arquien, who, from being captain of t^ 
Swifs guards to the duke of Orleans, had been 
promoted by her intereft to the dignity of 
cardinal. She continued to refide in that 
city until the year 17 14, when (he retired 
into France, her native country. Louis XIV. 
afligned the caflle of Blois for her refidence, 
where fhe died in 1716 *, above 70 years of 

♦ Vie de Sobiefki, v. III. p. 177. 

U 3 age. 
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pge. Her remains were tranlportcd to War-» 
faw, and from thence convejied, together 
with thoilb of her hulband^ in 1734, to Cra-. 
cow, and interred in the cathedral of th^t 

♦ licngmeh, Hift. p. 39t, 
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CHAP. V. 

Coins of Poland, — Public library. — State of 
Learning. — Literature encouraged by the 
king. — Wretched adminijiration of jujiice. — 
Prifins ^/'Warfaw, — Punipmentsfor crimi-' 
nal offences. — T^orture abolified. — Laws re^ 
la ting to debtors. 

BEFORE our departure from Warfew 
we vifited fome objefts of literary euri- 
ofity ufually infpefted by foreigners • We 
firft adjourned to the palace to examine fome 
coins and medals relative to the hiftory of^ 
Poland. The count of Mazinfki, natural 
fon of Auguftus III. purchafed the greateft 
part of this colleftion, and prefented it to 
his prefent majefty. I fhall not enter upon 
any account of the foreign coins and medals j 
but content myfelf with mentioning a few 
which relate to Poland. 

The earlieft coin is that of Boleflaus I. fon 
of Miciflaus, the firft Polifh prince converted 
to Chriftianity: this piece of money was 
ftruck in 999, probably foon after the in- 
trodudicwi of coining into Poland. There 

U 4 was 



296 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2. 

was no head of the fovereign upon it, only 
the Polifh eagle on one fide, and a crown on 
the reverfe. The feries of coins is broken 
until Sigifmond I. from whofe acceffion it 
is continued in an uninterrupted line, Henry 
of Valois excepted ; during whofe fhort reign 
no money was ftruck in Poland, I noticed 
a curious piece of Albert of Brandenburgh , 
as duke of Pruffia, after he had wrefted that 
country from the Teutonic knights. The 
Pruflian eagle is marked with an S, to (hew 
that Albert held his lands as feudal and tri- 
butary to Sigifmond I. There was a fine 
medal in honour of John Sobiefki's raifing 
the fiege of Vienna, with the following pun- 
ning infcription : Urbem fervajiis et orbem. 
I likewife obferved a medal of his prefent ma- 
jefty, caft in the late turbulent times ; it 
had a well-executed likenefs of the king on 
one fide, and on the reverfe an emblem of 
civil commotions, a fliip in a ftorm with the 
clafl[ical allufion, Ne cede malts. 

The public library next engaged our at- 
tention. The colledion owes its beginning 
to the private bounty of two bifhops of the 
family of Zalufki ; the following infcription 
is over the door j ** Civ turn ufui perpetuo 
" Zalujicorum par illujire dicavit 1714." It 

has 
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has fince received feveral large additions from 
various benefadtors; and contains 200,000 
volumes. It is very rich in books and ma- 
nufcripts relating to the Polifh hiftory. 

I have only a few obfervations to make 
upon the general ftate of literature in Poland, 
my ftay in this country not being long enough 
to coUedt a more circumftantial account. 

There are two univerfities, one at Cracow, 
and the other at Vilna : the former was under 
the direction of priefts, called Academicians j 
and the latter was fuperintended by the Je- 
fuits ; but in both, the courfe of ftudies was 
chiefly confined to theology. Since the fup- 
preflion of the Jefuits, the king has eftablifh- 
ed a conmiittee of education, compofed of 
members diftinguilhed either by high ftation, 
or enlightened underftandings. The com- 
mittee has an abfolute power in matters of 
education ; appoints profeiTors ; regulates their 
falary; and dire<3:s their ftudies. The ad- 
vantages of this regulation have already been 
experienced. 

Although from the nature of the govern- 
ment learning has in no period been widely 
diffufed in Poland, yet there never have been 
wanting men of genius and literature, who 
have been an ornament to their country: 

and 
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and perhaps no nation can I)oaft a more re- 
gular fucceffion of excellent hiftorians * ; or 
a greater variety of writers deeply converfant 
in the laws, ftatutes, and conftitution. Under 
Sigifinond I. and his fon Sigifmond Auguftus, 
the arts and fciences began to be greatly 
diftinguifhcd by royal patronage; they were 
cheriflbed by fome of the fuccecding mon- 
archs, particularly John Sobiefkii but no 
prince has paid them more attention than the 
prefent king Staniflaus Auguftus* His mu- 
nificence in this particular has been attended 
with the happieft effedis* The Poliih literati 
have, within a few years, given to the public 
a much greater variety of elegant perform- 
ances than ever appeared in any former period 
of tlie iame length. What is more material, 
a tafte for fcience has fpread itfelf among 
the nobles, and begins to be regarded as an 
accomplifhment. The enlargement of mind, 
derived by thefe licentious fpirits from this 
new purfuit, has already weaned fcveral of 
them from their habits of barbarous turbu- 
lence, and greatly humanized their civil de- 
portment. It may in time teach them thor 
roughly to comprehend the true intereft of 

♦ See p, 261. 

their 
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their country, and the expedience of due fub- 
ordination, hitherto deemed incompatible with 
liberty : thefe petty defpots will, perhaps, be 
induced to lay aiide their impolitic contempt 
for their vaflals ; they will perceive that the 
burghers and peafants arc the true fupports of 
their country ; and that Poland wants no- 
thing but juftice and order to become as fiou- 
rifhing as any of the neighbouring ftatps. 

During my continuance at Warfaw I vifited 
the feveral prifons ; and inquired into the 
nature of the various tribunals, and the dif- 
ferent modes of punifhment for criminal 
offences : the occafion of turning my parti- 
cular dbfervation to thefe objedts was prin- 
cipally owing to a cafual meeting I had at 
Vienna with the benevolent Mr. Howard, 
whofe humane attention to the outcafts of 
fociety has refledted fo much honour on him- 
felf and his country. Informing him that 
I was proceeding to the northern kingdoms, 
I intimated an intention to examine the ftate 
of the prifons and penal laws in thofe coun- 
tries ; and profeflcd a readinefs to lay before 
him the refult of my obfervations. Mr. How- 
ard approved my defign, fuggefted feveral 
Ijfeful hints, and evpn dic^ted fome fpecific 

queftion^ 



300 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2. 

queftions tending greatly to facilitate my in- 
quiries. 

I fhall not enter upon a defcription of the 
prifons in Warfaw, as they afforded fcarcely 
any thing worthy of particular notice > I (hall 
therefore confine myfelf to the general admi- 
niftration of juftice. 

Atrocious crimes, fuch as murder, &c. 
are punifhed by beheading or hanging ; lefler 
delinquencies by whipping, hard labour, and 
imprifonment : the nobles never fuffer any 
corporal puniilhment ; but are liable only to 
imprifonment and death. Torture was abo- 
lifhed in 1776, by an edidt of the diet, in- 
troduced by the influence of the king ; a regu- 
lation as expreffive of his majefty's judgment 
as of his benevolence. It is an infinite fatif- 
fadtion to fee the rights of humanity extend- 
ing themfelves in countries, where they had 
been but little known ; a circumftance that 
muft caft a great refleftion on thofe nations 
which, like France, have attained the higheft 
pitch of civilization, and yet retain the ufe- 
lefs and barbarous cuftom of torture *• 

• La quejiton preparatoire^ or the infli£lion of torture, 
for farcing the confeiTion of a crime from an accufed per- 
fon, has indeed been lately aboliflied in France ; but the 
torture ufed for the difcovery of accomplices is ftill 
retained. 

The. 
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The defe<9:s of the police in this country 
are by no circumftances fo ftrongly evinced, 
as by the frequent impunity of the moft atro- 
cious crimes : this abufe may be traced from 
the following caufes. i. The greateft cri- 
minals find at times little difficulty in engage 
ing the protection of fome of the principal 
nobles, who occafionally affemble their vaf- 
fals and retainers in arms, and drive the 
officers of juftice from their lands. This 
anarchy refembles the ftate of Europe in the 
14th century, during the prevalence of the 
feudal laws ; when every great baron pofleffed 
territorial jurifdidtion, and was almoft equal 
in authority to the king* 2. The law, efteem- 
ed by the Polifli gentry the great bulwark of 
their liberty, which enadls *, that no gentle- 
man can be arrefted for mifdemeanors until he is 
convifted of them, notwithftanding the ftrong- 
eft degree of prefumptive proof : the offender, 
of courfe, if likely to be found guilty, takes 
care to withdraw himfelf before the comple- 
tion of the procefs. Murder indeed, and rob- 
bery on the highway, and a few other capital 
crimes, are excluded from this privilege.: but 
even in thofc flagrant enormities no gentle- 

* Neminem captivabimus nifi jure vidum. 

man 
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man can be taken into cuftody, unlefs ailiu* 
ally apprehended in the cpmmiffion of the 
offence. 3. The right which every town 
poiTeffes of having its own criminal courts of 
juftice, with judges fele(fled folely from the 
inhabitants. Many of thefe towns are at pre- 
fent reduced to fuch a low ftate, as fcarcely 
to deferve the name of villages : in thefe 
places, confequently, the judges are neceffa* 
rily perfons of the loweft defcription, and 
totally unqualified for the difcharge of their' 
high office. Innocence and guilt, by thefe 
means, are often not diftinguilhed, and as 
often wantonly confounded. Not only the 
power of levying difcretionary fines, but the 
inflidion of corporal punifhment, and even of 
death itfelf, is entruftcd to thefe contempti- 
ble tribunals. The chancellor Zamoilki has,, 
in the new code of laws vf bich he is prepar-* 
ing for the infpe(3:ion of the diet, defcribed 
the abufes of thefe petty courts of juftice iu 
the moft forcible language j and propofes, 
as the only adequate remedy of the evil, to 
annihilate this right of penal jurifdi<3:ion in all 
but nine of the principal towns* 4* Thertf 
are no public officers whofe province it is td 
profecute the offenders in the king's name^ 
Hence, even in cafe of murder, robbery upon 
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the highway, and the moft atrocious crimes, 
the delinquent generally e^apes, unlels fomc 
individual indidts and brings him to trial: 
this feldom happens, as the procefs is attend- 
^ with no fmall fhare of expence. The 
jurifdidtion of the great marfhal is almoft the 
only exception to this flagrant defedof com*- 
mon juftice* His jurifdidtion is in force in 
the place where the king relides, and to the 
diftance of three Polifti miles. Within that 
diftri(5t the great marfhal can arreft and prb- 
fecute for crimes of felony without any plain- 
tiff. In cafes alfo of high treafon, certain 
officers of the crown, called injiigatores^ arc 
empowered by their own authority to cite 
fufpicious perfons before the dkt. 5, The 
power which eveiy plaintiff pofleffes of with- 
drawing his profecution, even in cafes of the 
greateft enormity : this cuftom fcreens all but 
the indigent from the purfuit of juilice ; as 
perfons of moderate property are generally 
able to bribe the neceffity or avarice of their 
accufer. This practice, founded on a narrow 
principle, that outrages againil individuals 
are merely private, not public offences, is an 
inftance of the groffeft barbarifm, which all 
civilized nations have renounced : for it re- 
quires a very fmall degree of Icgiflative im- 
provement 
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provcment to perceive ; that private wrongs, 
when unchaftizec^ become highly injurious to 
the community at large, by affording encou- 
ragement to fimilar offences. 

In vifiting the prifons I faw the bad ef- 
fedts of this ufage exemplified in a ftriking 
inftance. Two perfons, iadidled for the affaf- 
fination of a Jew, had been permitted to 
remain in prifon upwards of a twelvemonth, 
without being brought to a trial. The Wi- 
dow of the deceafed, upon whofe accufation 
they were imprifoned, having agreed, on the 
payment of a ftipulated fum, to drop the fuit 
and grant them a releafe, their inability to 
fztisfy her demand had been the only reafon 
for detaining them fo long in confinement ; 
when I faw them they had juft raifed the 
money, and were upon the point of obtaining a 
final difcharge. 

From this fketch of the adminiftration of 
juftice in this country, the expediency of a 
thorough reformation is very apparent. That 
able legiflator count Zamoifki, in the new 
code, of laws which I have frequently had 
occafion to mention, has paid particular at- 
tention to the amendment of the criminal 
laws. But as any innovations in the courts 
of juftice, calculated to produce any effential 

benefit^ 
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benefit, muft materially infringe the privileges 
of the nobles, and counterad: the national- 
prejudices ; the moft ufeful code can fcarcely 
exped: to receive the fandion of the diet. 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow. 
The creditor proceeds againft the debtor at 
his own expence ; and, until the trial is 
finifhed, allows him eight grofchens, or three 
half-pence, a day for his maintenance ; when 
the debt is proved, the creditor is releafed 
from the above-mentioned contribution : the 
debtor continues in prifon, at the difcretion 
of his creditor, until the debt is difcharged ; 
and, if he has no means of fubfiftence, is 
obliged to maintain himfelf by working with 
the other delinquents in cutting wood, faw- 
ing ftone, or cleaning the ftreets. In cafe a 
gentleman contracts a debt, an adtion lies 
againft his lands and goods, and not againft 
his perfon, unlefs he gives a note of hand 
with a double fignature, one intended as an 
afcertainment of the debt, the other as a 
renunciation of his exemption from arrefts ; 
but a noble of high diftindion, even though 
he fhould bind himfelf by this engagement, 
can bid defiance to all danger of imprifon- 
ment. 

Vol. I. X CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 

Departure from Warfaw. — Bialliftock. ~ 
Entertainment at the countefs of BranifkiV 
palace. '^ — Duchy of Lithuania. — Its union 
with Poland. — Defcription of Grodno. — r 
Diets. — Phyjic garden. — General produSlions 
of Lithuania. — Account of the Wild-^ox. — 
Of the Remix and its pendent nejl. — Manu-^ 
fdStures. — Entertainments. — Hofpitality of 
the Poles. — EleSHon-^dinner y and ball. 

BEFORE we quitted Warfaw we were 
honoured witli another inflance of his 
majefty's wonderful condefceniion, a letter 
written with his own hand to the poft-mafter 
' at Grodno, ordering that we fhould be fup- 
plied with every accommodation which could 
be .procured ; and that we fhould be per- 
mitted to vifit the maiiufadhxres and every 
gbjed: of curiofity. 

We quitted the capital on the loth of 
Auguft, crofled the Viftula, and pafled through 
the fuburbs of Praga. About an Englifh mile 
from Warfaw a foreft begins ; and continues, 
with little interruption, to the dillance of 

eighteen 
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eighteen miles. At Wengrow we obferved a 
fine corps of Ruffian troops quartered in the 
village. Some of the places in our route, 
though extremely wretched, enjoyed their own 
police and courts of juftice : they conlifted 
of wooden huts, moftly thatched, fome roofed 
with wood, and a few with tiles. The 
country was chiefly fandy and level until we 
arrived at the Bog, which we croffed at Gran : 
the river was broad and Ihallow. We af- 
cended from its banks a fmall rife ; and found 
a better foil, and the country more diverfified. 
The road was not unpleafant, running through 
fields fown with diflferent fpecies of corn, 
hemp, and flax; but we never l9fl: fight of 
the foreft, and always faw it flcirting the 
horizon. In many places I obferved the 
wood encroaching upon the fields, and young 
trees fhooting up in great numbers wherever 
cultivation had been negle(3:ed. I was in- 
formed that this is the cafe in moil parts of 
Poland ; many traces of former enclofures, 
and even the veiligeS of paved ftreets, being 
difcernible in the center of the forefts. 

The largeft place we pafled through was 
Biellk, capital of the palatinate of Podalachia, 
where the dietine for the diftrid: is held : it 
is little better than a miferable village, though 

X 2 called. 
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called, in the geographical defcriptions of 
Poland, a large town. Between Bielfk and 
Woytfzi, our wheel was nearly taking firef 
and while we flopped at a finall village to 
have it greafed, I entered feveral cottages^ 
which I found infinitely worfe even than thofe 
wretched dwellings which I had before exa- 
mined in the towns where the inhabitants 
were more free; in the latter we obferved 
furniture and fome conveniences ; in thefe 
nothing but the bare walls. The peafants 
were perfed: flaves> and their habitations and 
appearance correfponded with their miferable 
fituation : I could fcarccly have figured ta 
myfelf fuch objefts of^ poverty and miicry* 
The country we traverfcd from Warfaw ta 
Bialliflock was in general fandy ; but in Ibme. 
places the foil was very rich. All parts were 
fit for cultivation ; and many fpots had the 
appearance of great fertility. We remarked,, 
however, that the harveft, even in the moft 
fruitful trafts, was but indifferent;? a cir-s- 
cumftance evidently owing to the defect iii 
hufbandry. 

We arrived late in the evening atBialli-^ 
ftock, a very neat and well-built town. The 
ftreets were, broad, and the houfes,. which 
were in general plaftered, flood detached from 

each 
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each other at uniform diftances^ The fupe- 
rior neatnefs of Bklliflock is owing to the il- 
luftrious family of Braniflci, whofe palace 
Aands clofe to the town, and who hay^ con- 
tributed to ornament their place of refidence^ 
It belongs to the countefs Brai^ifki, fifter of 
the prefent king, and widow of the late great 
general Branifki; who, ^aotwithftanding this 
alliance, warmly protefted againft the eledtioa 
of his prefent majefty* 

The morning after our arrival^ the countefs, 
to whom we had a letter from prince Staniflaus 
Poniatowfki, honoured us with a tnoft polite 
invitation to dinner ; and fent her carriage to 
convey us to the palace^ We were moft 
politely received by our noble hoftefs; and 
were convinced from her amiable manners, 
condefcendirig behaviour, and lively flow of 
conversation, that afFabflity and good fenfe 
are natural to the family of Poniatowfki, 

We found a large company aflembled at 
table, whom the countefs had invited to par- 
take of her hofpitable board, which was ele- 
gantly fupplied with every delicacy. Among 
other topics, the converfation turned upon our 
mode of travelling through a country fo poor 
and wretched, and fo deficient in comfortable 
accommodations, ** I fuppofe," faid a Pglilli 

X 3 gentleman. 
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gentleman, " you carry your beds with you ;'* 
to which we replied in the nega^ve- " How 
" do you fleep then ?*' — " Upon ft raw, when 
** we can get it ; and, when we are not fo 
" fortunate, upon the floor, upon a bench, 
** or upon a table.*' — ^* You take your pro- 
** vilions," returned the Pole. — " Very feU 
** dom." — " How do you live then ?" — 
** Upon what we can procure : one of our 
*^ fervants is lent before ; and generally con- 
** trives to obtain fome kind of provilion, 
*' which may footh, if not fatisfy, the de- 
mands of hunger ; but we have travelling 
appetites, and are not faftidious." — ** You 
** are not, however, without knives, forks> 
" and fpoons ; for fuch conveniences are ttot 
^* known among the peafants.'* — " We eack 
** of us carry a clafp-knife ^ are now arid 
" then fo fortunate as to meet with a wooden 
** fpoon ; and never regret the want of a fork." 
Here our noble hoftefs made a propolal to 
fupply lis with knives, forks, and fpoons, to- 
gether with wine and provifion : upon our 
declining this offer, fhe pleafantly replied, 
" Perhaps you are above accepting them ; I 
** know the Englifh are very haughty ; will 
" you purchafe them ?" We made anfwer, 
that we were not afraid of. laying ourfelve^ 
1 1 undeip 
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under any obligations to a perfon of her 
politenefs and generofity ; but that the object: 
of our travels was to gratify curiofity rather 
than appetite ^ and that we thought ourfelves 
moft likely to become acquainted with the 
domeftic oeconomy of the peafants, by par- 
taking of their accommodations, and by rely- 
ing on them for the fupply of our wants^ 
Willing, however, not to appear rude in a 
rejection of the whole offer, we accepted a few 
bottles of wine. 

The countefs did us the honour to conduct 
u§ herfelf through the apartments of the 
palace, which is a large building in the Italian 
tafte ; and, on account of its grandeur and 
magnificence, generally called the Verfailles 
of Poland. It was formerly only a royal 
hunting feat ; John Cafimir gave it, together 
wnth Bialliflock and other eftates, to Czar- 
niefki, a general highly diflinguifhed by his 
victories over the Swedes at the time that 
Poland was nearly crufhed by her enemies. 
Among the curiofities preferved in the palace 
is a golden cup, which Czarniefki was ac- 
cuftomed to wear faflened to his girdle ; and 
an embroidered fafh which he took among 
the fpoils after a defeat of Charles X. and 
fuppofed to belong to that monarch. Czar- 

X 4 fli^^ 
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nielki left one daughter, who married Braniiki 
the father of the late great general, by which 
marriage the eftate came into that family. 
There is one apartment which Auguftus III. 
ufed to occupy whenever he pafled this way 
to the diet of Grodno > and which, out of 
refpedl to the memory of their late fovereign, 
is left in its original ftate. In another room 
is a fine portrait of Auguftus in his royal 
robes, with his head fhaved in the Polifh 
fafhion, as he appeared on the day of his 
coronation. In die afternoon we drove about 
the park and grounds, which are very ex- 
tenfive, and elegantly laid out in the Englifli 
tafte. 

We clofed this agreeable day with a fupper 
at the palace, and took leave, with regret, of 
its amiable and noble miftrefs. 

Auguft 13. We fat oiF fearly from Bial- 
liftock: for fome way we traverfed a con- 
tinued foreft ; afterwards the country became 
more open, abounding with corn and pafture ; 
the towns and villages were long and ftragglingi 
all the houfes, and even the churches, of 
wood ; crouds of beggars furrounded our car- 
riage whenever we ftopped ; Jews made their 
appearance without end. About four we ar- 
rived at Grodno; we firft pafled through 

fome 
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fome wretched fuburbs inhabited by Jews, 
and ferried over the Niemen, which is broad, 
clear, and ihallow, afcended the rifing banks, 
and came to the town, which is built upon an 
eminence overlooking the river. 

Though Vilna is the capital, yet Grodno is 
efteemed the principal town in Lithuania. 

Formerly Lithuania was entirely uncon- 
nefted with Poland, and was governed by its 
own fovereigns under the title of great-dukes. 
From that rivalry which ufually fubfifts be- 
tween contiguous ftates ; the two nations were 
engaged in a feries of perpetual wars, until 
1386 ; when the great-duke Ladiflaus Jaghel- 
lon, having efpoufed Hedwige and embraced 
the Chriilian religion, was raifed to the Poliih 
throne, and reigned over both countries. 

Ladiflaus foon became fo fincere a convert 
to the new religion, which he at firft adopted 
from interefted views; that he endeavoured 
to propagate its docftrines among his idolatrous 
fubjefts in Lithuania. In fubferviency to this 
great work, he ordered the hallowed groveS; 
to be cut down, the oracular fhrine to be 
deftroyed, the facred fire to be extinguifhed, 
and the ferpents worfhipped as Gods by his 
fuperftitious fubjedts to be flain. A belief 
univerfally prevailed among the people, that 

whoever 
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whoever profanely attempted to deftroy theft 
objc(fts of their w^orfliip, w^ould be ftruck with 
inftantaneous death : when the falfity of this 
tFScditiofl was proved by the impunity of thofe 
concerned in the fuppofed facrilege, the Li- 
thuanians flocked in fuch crouds to be con- 
verted, that-the prieils could only beftow fe-» 
parate baptifm on perfons of diftindion ; but 
diftributed the multitude ip ranks, and, fprink- 
ling them with water, gave one Chriftian nanift 
to each rank without diflinftion of fex*, 
Ladiflaus, having thus introduced the Chriftian 
religion into Lithuania, nominated his brother 
Cafimir Skirgcllo governor of that duchy, and 
returned to Poland ; but a civil war being 
excited by the ambition of Alexander, fur- 
named Vitoldus, and by the difcontents of 

♦ " ^gre gens barbara majorum fuorum rellgiones re- 
*' linquebat. Sed cum jufl'u regis facer ignis extindus, 
** templum araque.ejus diruta & adytum, unde oracula a 
*' facerdote edebantur, everfum Vilnac eflet, necatique fer- 
" pentes, & fuccifi luci nulla cujufquam Ixfione," &c, 
&c. 

" Sed cum immcnfi laboris eflet fmgulos facro fonte tin- 
" gcre, nobilioribus tan turn hie honor habitus: reliquum 
*^ vero vulgus turmatim diftributum, aqua luftra,li five 
*' facra a, facerdDtibus conrperfum eft, unumque nomen 
** cuique turmas tarn virorum quam mulierum inditum.'* 
Cromer, p. 368. 
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the people, ftill attached to their Pagan rites, 
Lithuania was for fome time a fcene of tumult 
and hoftility. At length, by a compromiib 
in 1392, Vitoldus was appointed great-duke 5 
and Ladiflaus contented himfelf with a ng^ 
minal fovereignty. 

In 1401 the nobles of Lithuania aflembled 
at Vilna ; and entered into an offenfive and 
defenfive allian^ce with the king and republic 
of Poland. In 141 3 it was ftipulated, in a 
diet of Poles and Lithuanians held in the 
town of Hrodlo; that, upon the demife of 
Vitoldus, the Lithuanians fhould acknowledge 
no other great-duke but the perfon who fhould 
be appointed by the king, and with the agree* 
ment of the two nations ; that, in cafe La- 
diflaus died without iffue, the Poles fhould 
eled: no king without the confent of Vitoldus 
and the Lithuanians ; and that a diet, com- 
pofed of reprefentatives from both nations^ 
fhould meet whenever it was thought ne- 
cefTary, at Lublin ojj Parzow *• From the 
demife of Vitoldus, who expired in 1439 
in the 8oth year of his age, the great-dukes 
were fometimes, in conformity to this com- 
pact, nominated by the kings of Poland^ 

* Dlugoffius & Cromer. 
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tt Other times, in violation of it, by the 
Lithuanians. At length Sigifmond I. for- 
tunately united in his perfon the two fove- 
mgnties, and was fucceeded in both by his 
ion Sigifmond Auguftus. 

Hitherto the connection between the two 
Dfltions had been more an alliance than an 
union ; but Sigifinond Auguftus having no 
children, and being the only furviving male 
heir of the Jaghelloa family, planned the 
union of Pola«id and Lithuania, left upon his 
deceaie the coni^d:ioa Should be diilblved, 
and the two nations be again governed by 
diflfercnt princes^ Afier fome difficulties, and 
being once fruftrated in his attempt, he ob- 
tained, from a general diet held at Lublin in 
1569, that Polaxwi and Lithuania Ihould from 
henceforth be united and confidered as one 
nation 3 tibat one fovereign fhould be chofen 
conjointly by both people j that the Lithua- 
nians fhould fend nuntios to the general diet, 
be admitted into the fen^te, and have an equal 
(hare in the public honours and employments ; 
that no alliance fhould be made with foreign 
powers, and no embafTadors difpatched with-- 
out the confent of both parties ; that the fame 
money fhould pafs current in both countries ; 
in fhort, that they fhould have no diflindtion 

of 
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of privilege or intereft. Upon the ratificatioii 
of this union, Sigifinond Auguftus renounced 
all hereditary right to Lithuania. From this 
period the fame perfon has been unifonnly 
elected king of Poland and great-duke of 
Lithuania; and the two nations have been 
incorporated into one republic *. 

Grodno is a large and ftraggling place, but 
contains no more than 3,000 Chriftians, ex^ 
eluding the perfbns employed in the manu- 
fad:ures, and 1,000 Jews. It has greatly 
the appearance of a tovni in decline ; con- 
taining a mixture of wretched hovels, falling 
houfcs, and ruined palaces, with magnificent 
gateways, ronains of it« ancient iplendour. 
A few habitations in good repair make the 
contrail more ftriking. 

The old palace, in which the kings uled 
to refide during the diets, ftood upon an hill 
of fknd rifing abruptly from the river, and 
forming part of its bank : fome remains of 
the ancient walls ftill exiil, Oppofite to this 
hill is the new palace, built, but never in- 
habited, by Auguftus III. as it was not 
finiflied at the time of his death. In this 
palace are the apartments wherein the diets 

'♦ Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. L p. 30 to 33. 
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are held, or rather will be held if they arc 
ever again fummoned to Grodno. According 
to the treaty of Hrodlo ; Lublin, or Parzow, 
or any other more commodious town, was 
appointed for the meeting of the Poliih and 
Lithuanian deputies; but in the articles of 
union it was ftipulated, that Warfaw ihould 
be the place where the reprefentatives of the 
two nations were to aflemble*. In 1673, 
as I have already obferved, it was enadted, 
that every third diet fhould be held at 
Grodno ; and, in conformity to this lav/, 
the firft national affembly was convened here 
in 1678 under John Sobiefki. But when the 
next turn of Grodno arrived, that monarch 
fummoned the diet to Warfaw : the Lithua- 
nians ftrongly oppofed this infringement of 
their rights ; and their deputies, inftead of 
proceeding to Warfaw, where the king, ie- 
nate, and nuntios of Poland were met, re- 
paired to this town, and formed a feparate 
diet. In order to prevent a civil war, which 
this divifion might occafion, a negotiation 
took place ; and it was at length fettled, that 
the diet of 1673 fhould . alfemble at Warfaw, 
but be called the diet of Grodno, and that 

• I-cngnich, Jus Pub. v. II. p. 315, &c. . 

the 
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the marfhal fliould be chofen from the Li- 
thuanian .nuntios *• From that time the 
diets have been occafionally fummoned to 
Grodno ; until the reign of his prefent ma- 
jefty, when they have been uniformly held 
at Warfaw; and this innovation has been 
tacitly agreed to by the Lithuanians, on ac- 
count of the diftance of this town from the 
royal refidence, as well as in confideration of - 
the troubles which convulfed the country. 

We carried a letter of recommendation to 
Mr. Gillibert, a French naturalift of great 
learning and abilities, who has the fuper- 
intendence of the college and phyfic garden. 
The king of Poland has eftablilhed in this 
place a Royal Academy of Phyfic for Li- 
thuania, in which ten ftudents are inftru(3:ed 
in phyfic, and twenty in furgery. They 
are all lodged, boarded, and taught at his 
majefty's expence : an inftitution that r^fle^fts 
the higheft honour upon the king ; and which 
has greatly flourifhed under the royal patronage 
and protection. The phyfic garden, which 
did not exift in 1776, made, v/hen I pafl^ecj 
through the town in 1778, a very refpedt- 
able appearance ; which was entirely owing 

* Vie de Sobiefki, p. 19. 

to 
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to Mr. Gillibert's attention and care. It 
contained 1,500 exotics, amongft which were 
feveral delicate American plants fown in the 
open air, and which thrived remarkably well 
in this climate. Mr. Gillibert told me, that 
he had difcovered 200 fpecies of plants in 
Lithuania, which were only thought indige- 
nous in Siberia, Tartary, and Sweden; and 
that in the whole duchy he had obferved 
980 fpecies, exclufive of the forts common to 
moft countries in Europe. 

Mr. Gillibert had lately formed a fmall 
coUedlion, chiefly confifting of the productions 
of Lithuania ; and was employed in arranging 
materials for a natural hiftory of this duchy : 
he propoies to begin his publications upon 
that fubjedt with a Flora Lithuanica i which 
will be fucceflively followed by an account 
of the mineralogy, infefts, quadrupeds, and 
birds. Confidering the infant ftate of natural 
knowledge in this country, the defign will 
require great length of time and perfeverance 
before it is completed j but there is nothing 
which afliduity and attention may not eflfed:. 

The animals roving in the boundlefs forefls 
of Lithuania are the bear, the wolf, the elk, 
the wild-ox, the lynx, the beaver, the glou- 
ton, the wild-cat, &c, 

8 At 



J 
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At Grodno I had an opportunity of feeing 
a female of the wild-ox, probably the fame, 
quadruped which is defcribed by Ariftotle, 
under the name of Bonafus^ ftyled Urus ia 
the Commentaries of Caefar, and called Bifon 
by fbme naturalifts. That which fell under 
my obfervation was not full grown, about 
the fize of a common Englifh cow, flaaped 
like a buflfalo, but without the protuberance 
over its flioulders : its neck was high and 
thick, and covered with long hair, or mane, 
which fringed down the throat and breaft,^ 
and hung almoft to the ground, fomewhat 
refembling that of an old lion : the forehead 
was narrow, with two horns turning in- 
wards *, and the tongue of a bluifh colour* 
The male, as we were informed, is' fome- 
times fix feet in height, and is more fierce 
and ihaggy than the female. 

* Ariftode clefcribes the hofns of the Bdnafus as 
ya}L'\^» xcct KsxAfjLfjt.tfa. o-^of 9X^t}^a> ^^ crooked and bending 
** towards each other,^^ A circumftance which fecms to 
have puzzled commentators upon Ariftotle^ who did not 
confider that the figure of the horns varies exceedingly in 
the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame ftate, and cannot be 
admitted as forming a fpecific difference. See Arift. 
Hift. Anim. L. IJC. c. 45..alfo Camus Hift* dcs Ani- 
maux, cited in Maty's Review for April, 1783, p. Z^h 
&c. . 

Vol. I. Y Linnaeus 
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Linnaeus has ckflcd the Bonafus, the Urus^ 
and the Bifon (probably the fame animal with 
different names) under three fpecies; Buffbn 
reduces them to two, the Urus and the Bifon ; 
and Pennant has comprifed them all under 
one fpecies ♦. His opinion has been lately 
adopted by Pallas, in a very curious differ- 
tation publifhcd in the Afts of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences of St. Peterfburgh. 
That celebrated naturalilt informs us, that 
this fpecies of the wild-ox, which was for- 
merly very common in Europe, exifts no 
where in that continent, except in thefe 
Lithuanian forefts, in fome parts of the Car- 
pathian mountains, and perhaps of the Cau- 
cafus. He agrees alfo with Buffbn, in hold- 
ing the bifon or wild-ox of America to be 
Only a variety of the urus changed by the 
climate -f*. 

Lithuania, is very rich in ornithology : 
imdng the birds of prey the eagle and vul- 

* Syftcma Naturae. Buffon's Hift. Nat. Pennant's 
Hift. of Quad, p, 15. 

t Sur le Bufik a Queue de cheval in Nov. Ad. Pet. 
1771, Part IL p, 232, &c. Alfo in his Neuc Nord* 
Beytrage, p. 2, 

tare 
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turc afe very common* The Remiz * of 
little Ipecies of titmoufe, called Parus 'Pen- 
duliniUf is not unfrequently found in thefe 
parts. The wondrous ftruiflure of its pen- 
dent neit induced me to give an en^^virig 
of both ti "hey 

are of th The 

head is o the 

forepart < iged 

with red j cfc j 

Imck and >urj 

quill feat aior 

fides whit nale 

is fingulai ; by 

a pair of 1 

Its nefl iri^ 

which it ter- 

weaving fi, 

bres, in ; and 

then linin b as 

to make a un£ 

brood. The entrance is at the fide, finaU 
and round, with its edge more ftrongly mark- 
ed than the reft of this curious fabric ; the 

• I am indebted to that able naturalift, Mr. Pennanl, 
for this defcnption of the Remiz, and for the aiinexeci 

Y 3 bird. 



324. TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. 2* 

bird, attentive to the prefervation of its eggs 
and neftlings from noxious animals, fufpends 
it at the leiTer end to the extremity of the 
flender twigs of a willovvr, or fome other tree, 
over a river. Contrary to the cuftom of tit^ 
mice, it lays only four or five eggs : poffibly 
Providence hath ordained this fcantinefs of 
eggs to the Remiz ; becaufe by the fingular 
inilind: imparted to this bird, it is enabled to 
fecure its young much more efFeftually from 
deftrudtion, than the other fpecies, which are 
very prolific. 

Mr. Gillibert acquainted me that a great 
quantity of yellow amber is frequently dug 
up in the Lithuanian forefts ; and that it i$ 
probably the production of a fmall refinous 
pine^* He informed me that the duchy 

abounds 

* Naturalifts have long differed concerning the origin 
of amber. Some maintain it to be an animal fubftance : 
others clafs it among the minerals ; fome aflert, that it is 
a vegetable oil united with a mineral acid ; but the moft 
common opinion ieems to be that it is a foffil bitumen* 
A few, with Mt. Gillibert, hold it to be the refinous juice 
of a pine hardened by age : this latter opinion was alfo 
maintained by the ancient Romans. Amber is moft ufually 
foimd upon the fea-coaft, and though frequently drfcovered 
feveral feet beneath the furface of the ground, yet has been 
Aippofed to have never been dug up at any confiderable 

diftance 
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abounds in iron ochre, called by Linnaeus Tb- 
phus humofo ochreaceusy and defcribed by Wal- 
lerius * under the article of Ferrum Itmofum^ 
which produces forty pounds of metal in an 
hundred weight % that it yields- alfb feveral 
ipecies of copper and iron pyrites ; black 
agate, which always bears a refemblance to 
the roots of pines -f- ; detached mafles of red 

and 

diftance from the fea ; a circumftance \rfiich has led 
feveral naturalifts to conje£hire, that it owes, in a great 
-meafure, its produflion to the fea. But this hypothefis is 
confuted by the difcovery of thefe large pieces of amber 
in the heart of the Lithuanian forefts far from any fea* 
See Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 37, Sec. XL Tacitus de Mon 
Germ. .Macquaire's Chymiftry, v. IL p. 2o6. Bifhop of 
LandafF's (Dr. Watfon) Eflays on Chym. v. IIL p. 12. 
and particularly Wallerius Syft. Min. v. IL p. 115 — 117. 
where the reader will find a lift of the principal naturalifts, 
who have written upon Amber, 

* Wallerius Syft. Min. v. IL p. 255. 

f Mr. Gillibert thus defcribes thefe agates in the Afis 
of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. "Mr. Gillibert 
" dans une lettre a Mr. le Profefleur Pallas, park d'une 
<^ petrification tres remarquable, commune dans ce pays 
*^ [Lithuania], laquelle eft agathe par fa nature, mais re-» 
*^ femble parfaitement par fa forme, a des racines de fapins 
*' petrificcs» Les racines agatifees font bandees de noir 
** autour de leur axe, et incruftees d'une ecorfe grife ou 
'' blanchatre. On en trouve a demi petrifiqes \ et toutes 
•* donnent une odeur empyreumatique au feu, qui provient 

Y 3 "d'uii 
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Stnd grey granite; pudding ftones, contain- 
ing chryftals of white quartz *, the echinus 
agatized ; a large quantity of falfe precious 
ftones, fuch as amethyfts, topa^s, garnets, 
alfo chalcedonies, cornelians, milky agates, 
the oculus catti, or cat's eye, jafpcrs, antd par'* 
ticularly the red fpecies. He added, that 
Lithuania was extremely rich in nwtrine'pe-* 
trifadtions, and chiefly in thofe which are 
common in the Baltic : of thefe the madre- 
pores are the moil numerous ; and araongil 
others the Corallinum Gothlandicum is not un-^ 
common, which is defcribed in the firft vo^ 
lume of the Ameenitates Ac^demicce * a§ ex- 
tremely rare. 

The next morning we vifited the tnanu- 
faftures eftablifhed by the king in 1776* 
They were carrying on in wooden flieds, 
built by Auguftus III, for ftables, which had 
been converted into temporary' working looms, 
and dweUing houfes for the accommodation gf 
the xpanufadurers : it was expedted that the 

•* d'un xtfk^ de principe bitumeneux, D'Ailleurs touted 
^* les petrifications d'origine marine fe trouvent agatilees 
^^ dans ce pays pouvert d'un fable fin, dont les eaux peu- 
^' venit extraire un principe petrifiant de cette nattpre,'* 
|*fov, Aift. Acad, Pet, for 1777, p, 45, 
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whole eftabliihment would be foon removed 
to Loflbna, a village near Grodno, wliere 
convenient buildings, conftruding at ids ma- 
jefty's cxpence, were nearly finifhed for 
that purpofe. The principal manufactures 
jire cloth and camlets, linen • and cottons, 
iilk fluffs, embroidery, filk ftockings, hats, 
lace, fire arm^, needles, cards, bleaching 
wax, and carriages. The coimtry furnifhes 
fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax for the fupply of the manufaiSures 
which employ thofe commodities; but the 
iilk, cotton, iron, colours, gold and filver for 
the embroidery, and fine thread from Bruf- 
fels for the lace, are imported, 

Thefc manufadiifes employ 3,000 perfons^ 
including thofe difperfed in the contiguous 
villages, who fpin linen and wprfted thread. 
There are feventy foreigners, who direct the 
different branches; the refl are natives be- 
longing to the king's demiefnes. The ap- 
prentices are boys and girk, all children of 
Polifh peafants, who ^re clothed an<i fed^ 
and liave befides a fmall allowance in money* 
The direftors complain that thpre is no emu- 
lation among them ;. and that, although they 
are better fed and clothed •than the other 
peafants, yet they cannot excite them to in- 

y 4 duilry 
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duftry by any other means than force. Nor 
is this a matter of wonder ; for they ftill con- 
tinuev in a ftate of fervitude, and are appre- 
henfive, if they fliould acquire any unufual 
prbfit, and carry it to their parents, it would 
be taken away : and it has frequently hap- 
pened, that any little pittance, they had gain- 
ed bv their labour, has been wrefted from 
them, in order to pay the quit-rents which 
their parents owed to their lords. One of thefe 
apprentices, more flirewd than the reft, faid to 
the director, who was trying to ftimulate 
her induftry, *^ What advantage fhall I ob- 
^* tain if I follow your advice ? let me become 
** ever fo fkilful in my trade, I fliall always 
** continue fubjeft to my matter : the labour 
** will be mine, and the profits his.'' To 
which obfervation no anfwer could be given. 
Moft of them appeared with fuch a fettled 
melancholy in their countenances, as made 
my heart ache to fee them : and it was evi- 
dent that they worked from compulfion, and 
not from inclination. As ibme remedy to 
this evil, it has been propofed, after a certain 
term of years, to give liberty to thofe who 
particularly excel, ^ and diftinguifh themfel vei 
by any extraordinary exertions. But this 
humane propofaJ ha§ been rejedcd, from a 
• nptioa 
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notion that fuch perfons, when once made 
free, would no longer continue to work ; and 
that by thefe means the manufedtures would 
be deprived of the beft hands. Though this 
inconvenience might occafionally take^ place ; 
yet the encouragement of fuch a regulation 
would beget alacrity and excite induftry, and 
would therefore create a greater number of 
artifts than it would emancipate. It might 
now and then occafion the lofs of a manu- 
fafturer; but would diffufe fuch a know- 
ledge of the manufacture, as to render the 
lofs immaterial. 

• Thefe manufaftures are ftill in their infancy, 
but their inftitution reflefts a confiderablc 
luftre upon his majefly's reign; and more 
particularly as his attention was not with- 
drawn from them during the civil convulfions 
which fo lately fhook his throne. 

On the firft evening of our arrival at Grodno, 
^ Poli(h nobleman, to whom we were in- 
troduced by Mr. Gillibert, invited us to fup- 
per with fuch franknefs and cordiality, that 
it would have been rudenefs not to have ac- 
cepted the invitation. After an hour's con- 
verfation, he con%ned us to the care of his 
wjfe, and retired; nor did he again make 
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his appearance the whole evening. This 
feeming inattention, fb contrary to the polite- 
nefs of the invitation, occafioned at firft fome 
fiirprize ; but we afterwards found, that good 
manners equally directed his behaviour in 
both thefe inftances. Having before our ar* 
rival invited fome Polifh gentlemen to fup 
with him, who could not converfe in French, 
and who drank freely; he thought juftly 
enough that we ihould pafs a more agreeable 
evening with the ladies. We had a iinaU 
party at fupper, which was cheerful and agrees 
able ; for the Poles are a very lively people, 
and the women in general amiable and welU 
bred. 

We dined the following day with count 
Tyfenhaufen vice-chancellor of Lithuania : it 
Was an eleftion-dinner previous to the dietine, 
which was to affemble at Grodno, in order to 
chuf& the representatives of this diftri<ft for 
the approaching diet. There were eighty no- 
bles at table, all, a few excepted^ in their 
jiational xlrefs, and with their heads fhaved 
in the Polifh faihion. Before dinner they 
ialuted the count with great refpeft, fome kif. 
iing the hem of his garment, others ftoop-* 
ing dqwn and embracing his Jegs^ Two 

Udieg 
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ladies were at table^ and» as ftrangers, we 
had the poft of hoDour afligned to us^ and 
were feated by them. It was my good for- 
tune to fit next to one who was uncommon* 
ly entertaining and agreeabk, and never fuf^ 
fered the convprfation to flag. After dioner 
fcveral toafts went round :— the king of Po-^ 
land — the diet — the ladies who were prc-^ 
fent — a good journey to us, &c. The maftcr 
of the &aft nanxed the toaft, filled a large 
glafs, drank it, turned it down to fliew that 
it was empty, and then pafled it to his next 
neighbour j from whom it was circulated ia 
focceffion, and with the fame ceremonies 
through the whole company. The wine was 
champagne, the glafs large, and the toafts nu-^ 
jnerous : but there was j;io obligation, after 
Ae firft round, to fill the glafs 1 it was only 
lieceflary to pour in a fmall quantity and pafs 
the toaft. As it is efteemed a kind of hoi^« 
tality in Poland to circulate the wine freely 
among the guefts ^ piy fair neighbour, whea 
it was vay tarn to drink her h^lth, propofed 
that I fhould fill a bumper. Though J had 
Already drank one in honour pf his majefty^^ 
»nd would willingly have declined gnpther^ 
J could npt difobey the orders of ^n ^gr^eabla 
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woman ; and did the fame homage to beauty 
that I had before paid to royalty. The next 
turn was the health of the othelr lady, which 
my fair neighbour urged me to do juftice to 
in the fame manner; but I excufed myfelf 
by intimating, that (he alone was deferving of" 
fuch a tribute. 

In the evening the count gave us a ball 
concluded by an elegant fupper. The ball 
was Hvely and agreeable. The company 
amufed themfelves with Polifh and Englifh 
country dances : the former were fimple, but 
not deficient in grace, accompanied by a 
moft pleafing air : the company ftood in 
pairs; the firft man led his partner round 
the room in a kind of ftep not much unlike 
that of a minuet, he then quitted her hand, 
made a fmall circle, joined hands again, 
and repeated the fame movements until the 
conclufion. The fecond couple began as foon 
as the firft had advanced a few fteps, and was 
quickly followed by the remainder, fo that 
all the parties glided after one another at 
the fame time. The Poles are very fond c£ 
this dance : although it has little variety, 
thqr continued it for half an hour without 
intermiffion, and frequently renewed it during 

tho 
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the coiirfe of the evtening**? The intervals 
between this national dantei werc filled with' 
Englifh country dances, which they perform- 
ed, with equal expertoefs,- ahd with no lefi 
delight. An' elegant fupperl,'^ to which ©nly 
^ feled: party was invited, agreeably conchided 
the entertainment of the day. 
. The count politely preflfed us to continue 
fome time at Grodno, and to take- up oup 
abode in his houfe ; but as we were defirous 
of arriving at Peterfburgh before the com- 
mencement of the winter, we declined the 
invitation, which we fhould otherwife have 
accepted with the greateft pleafure. Some of 
the company, however, had kindly endea- 
voured to detain us by the following ftrata- 
gem : they privately defired the coach-maker 
employed in mending our carriage to execute 
the commiffion in a dilatory manner ; and al- 
though we had accidentally difcovered this 
projeft, yet it was not without the moft ur- 
gent remonftrances that we obtained the ne- 
ceflary repairs. In order to fpare our ac- 
quaintance the trouble of making, and our- 
felve^ the pain of rejefting, any further foli- 
citations ; we thought it moft expedient to 
ileal away in the night without apprifing any 
one pf our defign. 

It 
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It vt^s our intention to have gone to Vilna } 
Imt as this was the tune of elo£ting nuntios, 
the poftoiailer informed us, that for want of 
-liories we ihould be ddayed upon the road at 
ibrae wretched vfllage without a pofiibility of 
proceeding : we therefore, very unwillingly, 
and to our great di^ippointment, altered our 
route, as we wifhed much to have vifited the 
capital of Lithuania^ 



\ 
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CHAP. VII. 

Continuation of the tour through the duchy &f 
Lithuania. — Number of Jews. — Badnefs of 
the roads and want of accommodations . — Chfe 
of the dietine at Minfk. — Poverty and wretch^ 
ednefs of the natives. — Comparative view of 
the Swifs and Polifh peafants. — Remarks on 
the Plica Polonica, 

IN our route through Lithuania we could 
not avoid being ftruck with the fwarms of 
Jews, who, though very numerous in every 
other part of Poland, feem to have fixed their 
head-quarters in this duchy. If you afk for 
an interpreter, they bring you a Jew ; if you 
come to an inn, the landlord is a Jew; if you 
want poft-horfes, a Jew procures them, and 
a Jew drives them ; if you wiih to pur- 
chafe, a Jew is your agent : and this perhaps 
is the only country in Europe where Jews 
cultivate the ground ; in pafling through Li- 
thuania, we frequently law them engaged in 
lowing, reaping, mowing, and other wdrks o£ 
tulbandry. 

The roads in this country are entirely ne- 

glefted. Toeing little better than by-path^ 

I winding 
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winding through the thick foreft without the 
Icaft degree of artificial direction : they are 
frequently fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a 
carriage; and are continually fo obftrud:ed 
by ftumps and roots of trees, and in many 
parts fo exceedingly fandy, that eight fmall 
horfcs could fcarcely drag us along. The 
pofHlions were frequently boys of ten or 
twelve years of age, hardy lads, who rode 
pofts of twenty and even thirty Englifli miles 
without a faddle, and with hardly any cover- 
ing except a. fhirt and a pair of linen drawers* 
The bridges acrofs the rivulets were fo weakly 
conflruifled and fo old, that they feemed ready 
to crack witli the weight of the carriage; 
and we thought ourfelves fortunate in getting 
over them without an accident. 

Some travellers have remarked, that the 
forefts, through which our route lay, are fet 
on fire by lightning or other natural caufes, 
and blaze for a confiderable time. At firft 
we conceived this reprefentation to be well- 
founded* as we difcovered in many parts evi- 
dent traces of extenfive conflagrations. Upon 
inquiry, however, we were informed, that 
the peaiants, being obliged annually to furniflx 
their landlords with a certain quantity of tur- 
pentine, fet fire to the trunks of the pines 

while 
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while ftanding> and catch it as it oozes from 
the ftems. We could obferve few trees with- 
out marks of fire upon them : fome were 
quite black, and nearly charred to cinder; 
fome half-burnt i others confid^rably fcorch- 
cd, but continuing to vegetate. 

Auguft 15^ After twenty hours inceflant 
travelling we arrived late in the evening at 
iBielitza, which is diftant about ninety Eng- 
lifh miles from Grodno ; and fet out before 
day-break, anxious to reach Minlk on the 
morning of the 17th, when a dietine for the 
eledtion of nun tips was to be aflembled* We 
flopped a fhort time at Novogrodec, which is 
all built of wood, except two or three ruinous 
brick-houfes, a convent that belonged to the 
Jefuits, and fome mouldering ftone- walls fur- 
rounding a fmall eminence, upon which are 
the remains of an old citadel. Near Novo- 
grodec we pafTed a large number of barrows, 
which the peafants call Swedifh burying- 
places. In this part the country was lefs 
iandy, of a richer foil, and fomewhat diverfi- 
fied with hill and dale : the folitary extent of 
the forefts was more than ufually interfperfed 
with villages and dotted with fields of pafture, 
in which we obferved numerous herds of 
Wttk.. 

Vo;,. r. Z Upon 
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Upon our arrival at the fm^ll village of 
Mir, we found that our original intention of 
reaching Minfk by the next morning was 
fcarcely pradticabk, even if wc continued our 
journey during the night. The diftance was 
between fixty and feventy miles; the night 
extremefy (krk ; the roads bad ; and, we were 
informed, that in fome places we ihould be 
obliged to crofs feveral bridges not very paff- 
able even in tl^e 4ay without the utmoil 
circumfpe<5tion. Our defire therefore of be- 
ing prefent at the eledion of nuntios gave 
way to thefe fuggeftions ; and we facrificed 
the gratification of our curiofity to the con- 
fiderations of perfonal fafcty. The pleafures 
of Mir certainly offered no inducement for 
delay : tl^e poverty of the inhabitants denied 
a fcanty fupply of the mofl: ^ ordinary refrefh- 
ments ; the higheft entertainment which the 
place afl^rded being a fufpenfion of the dan- 
gers of travelling, and the fum of our com- 
forts an intermiffion of fatigue. 

The badnefs of our accommodations at 
Mir led us to confider Minj[k (where we arriv- 
ed on the evening of the 17th) as the feat 
of tafte and luxury. We there experienced 
comforts to which we had lately been ftran- 
gers 5 a neat white-waflied jroom, with a^ 
2 ." . brick 
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brick floor, no fleas or flles> plenty of clean 
ftraw, good bread, and freih meat. After a 
refrefhing night's reft, we fallied forth the 
next morning to the refedory of the Jefuits 
monaftery, the place where the nuntios had 
been ehofen the preceding day. We had 
fome dilfBculty in gaining admittance; until 
a perfon, who appeared to be a rnan of con- 
fequence, inquired in the German language 
our country and our bufinefsi Upon our an- 
fwering that we were three Englifh gentle- 
men, defirous of feeing every thing worthy of 
obfervation, he exprefTed much furprize at 
the plainnefs of our drefles, particularly at 
our want of fwords^ **. In Poland," he faid, 

* every gentleman wears his fabre as a badge 

* of his rank, never appearing in public 

* without it ; and I . adviie you to obferve 

* this cuflom as long as you continue in 

* this country, if you wifh to be eonfidered 

* as gentlemen." Thanking him for his^ 
advice, we accompanied him into the re- 
feftory, where we found the majority of 
the dietine flill aflembled^ though not 
upon ' national bufinefs; in plain Englifh, 
they were engaged in drinking, a no kfe ef- 
fential appendage of a Polifh than a Britifh 
elcdion. One perfon, whcan they feem?d to 

Z 2 treat 
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treat with deference, was conftantly employed 
in delivering drams to the eleftors, who were 
Handing in different parts of the room : many 
ceremonies paffed at every circulation of the 
glafs ^ they touched their breafts, ftooped 
towards the ground, and drank the nuntios' 
and each other's health with great folemnity. 
Several of the Polifli gentlemen converfed 
with me in Latin : they informed me, that 
every palatinate is divided into a certain num- 
ber of diftridts ; and that each diftrid: chufes 
two nuntios. I afked whether the eledtion 
of the diftridt of Minfk had been contefted ; 
they told me, that three candidates had offered 
themfelves. I then inquired whether the 
defted nuntios were of the king's party ; and 
they anfwered, ^* We have in this inflance 
** complied with his majefty's recommenda- 
*' tion/' — "You have aded," I replied, 
^* with great propriety : is he not a good 
" prince ?" — ^' A good prince !" returned the 
Poles, " yes, the moft excellent that ever 
^' filled a throne." 

Minfk is a large place : two churches and 
the monaflery which belonged to the Jefuits 
tre conflrufted of brick ; and the remaining 
buildings, though of wood, have a neater 
look than the generality of dwellings in this 

country. 
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country. On returning to our inn, we re- 
ceived an invitation to dinner from a Polifh 
count; but as the vi^eather appeared fine, as 

our carriage was at the door, and all things 
prepared for our immediate departure, we 
determined to give up an opportunity of fb- 
cial enjoyment to tl\e expediency of purfuing 
our journey. 

Auguft 18, We w6re cpnfiderably fatigued 

with our journey from Min{k to Smolewitzo, 

which, though fcarcely thirty miles, employed 

Us, on account of the badnefs of the roads 

and other unexpeded delays, near twelve 

hours. The weather was cold and rainy, the 

wind high, the roads worfe than ufual ; and 

the evening proved extremely dark. We 

were almoft beginning to defpair of reaching 

our deftined ftation ; when a noife of folding 

doors thrown open, and the rattling of our 

carriage upon a wooden floor, announced 

pur adtual arrival. The leathern blinds of 

our carriage having been clofely faftened down, 

in order to exclude the wind and rain, we 

were for a few moments held in fufpenfe 

ir)to what kind of place we were admitted. 

Upon alighting, we found ourfelves in the 

middle of a large barn or fhed, at the further 

^nd of which we defcried two large pines, 

Z 3 with 
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with all their branches, in full blaze upon an 
hearth without a chimney : round it feveral 
figures, in full black robes and with long 
beards, were employed in ftirring a great 
cauldron fufpended over the flam6. A belief 
in witchcraft^ or a: little fuperftition, might 
eafily have reprefented this party as a fgroup 
of magicians engaged in celebrating fome 
myftic rites ; but, upon nearer infpeftion, 
we recognised in them our old friends the 
Jews, preparing their and our evening re- 
paft. 

We fet out the next morning before day- 
break, as was our ufual cuftom, having no 
inducement to remain any longer than was 
ablblutely neceffary in thefe hovels, abounding 
in vermin, and in which filth and wretched- 
nefs are united. Near Borifow we croffed the 
JBerezyna, which has been erroneoufly laid 
down by fome modern geographers, as form- 
ing the new boundary betweei> Rviffia and 
Poland ; and on the other fide of the town 
pafled a camp of 2,000 Ruflian trpops, who 
were marching to Warfaw. 

At Borifow the Jews procur^ us ten horfes, 
and placed them all in two rows, fix next the 
carriage, and four in front *. There was in- 

* The ufual method of harneffing was by placing four 
a-breaft, and two in the foremoft row* 

deed 
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deed much ingenuity in contriving this ar- 
rangement, which was effected in the fol- 
lowing manner. The twb middle horfes in 
the hinder row were harneffed as ufual to the 
fplinter-bars ; their two neareft neighbours 
were fattened to the extremities of the axle- 
tree, which projected confiderably oa each fide 
beyond the boxes of the fore-wheels ; and 
the two outernioft were tied in the fame 
manner, by means of long ropes, to the hinder 
axle-tree : the four horfes in front were har- 
neffed to the pole and to the fplinter-bats of 
the pole. Weil affured that hot-fes, tMgcd 
in this primitive manner, would require liiore 
toom than the narr6w road$ of Poland gene- 
rally afforded, we endeavoured to pfcffuade the 
drivers to place them in paii-s ; but fuch tvas 
their obftinacy or Want of comprehenfion, 
that we could not prevail upon them to make 
any alteration. We therefore unloofed two 
horfes from the hindermoft row ; and for that 
permiflion were obliged to coritppund for 
leaving the remaining eight in their original 
pofition. In this manner we proceeded ; but 
ftili found great difficulty in forcing our way 
through the wildernefs, which wai fo over- 
grown with thick underwood, aS in many 
parts fcarcely to admit the breadth of an or- 

Z 4 dinary 
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dinary carriage. In foijie places we werQ 
obliged to take ofF two, in others four of 
the horfes ; and not unfrequently alighted, 
in order to aflift the drivers and feryants in 
removing fallen trees which obftrudied the 
way; in directing the horfes through the 
winding paths, and in finding a new track; 
along the almoft impenetrable foreft, We 
thought ourfelves exceedingly fortunate, thatj 
Qur carriage was not fhaken to pieces ; and 
that we were not overturned, 

In various parts of the foreft, we obferved 
a circular range of boards fixed to feveral 
trees about twelve feet from the: ground^ 
and projecting three in breadth from the 
trunk. Upon inquiry we were informed,: 
that upon any great hunting party, ladders 
were placed againft thefe fcaiFoldings ; and, 
that when any perfon is clofely prefled by 
a bear, he runs up the ladder, and drawa 
it up after him : the bear, although an ex- 
cellent climber, is flopped in his afcent by 
the projection of the boards. 

We were very happy at length tp reach 
Naitza, although we took up our ftation 
in one of the moft wretched of all the 
wretched cottages we had yet entered. The 

only 
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pnly article of furniture it aifprded was a 
fmall table; and the only uter>fil a broken 
earthen pot, in which our repaft was pre-r 
pare(}> ;apd which ferved us aHb for dilhes 
^nd plates. Wp ate our meagr? fare by 
the light of g tljii^ la{h of deal, about ijve 
feet in length, which wap fluck into a cre- 
vice of the wainfcot, and hung over the 
table : this lath, thanks to tiie turpentine 
contained in it, ferved us in^l^ad of a candle, 
of which there w^s not one to be found in 
the whole village of Naitza. It is fur- 
prizing, that the carelefe ijiethod pf ufinjj 
thefe lights iff not oftener attended with 
dreadful effe(9:s ; for the cottiers carry them 
^bout the houfq with fuch little caution, 
that we frequently obferved fparks to drop 
from them upon the ilraw which was pre- 
pared for our beds : nor were we abk, by 
the ftrongeft expreffions of fear, to awaken 
in them the flighteft degree of gircumfpeftion. 
For fome time after coming into this country, 
we ufed to ftart up with no fmall emotion in 
prdoc to ex;tinguifh the fparks ; but, fuch is 
the irrefiftible influence of cuftom, we be^ 
Game at laft ourfelves perfectly infenfible to 
the danger of this pradice, and caught all 

the 
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the indifference of the natives. I once even 
fo far forgot myielf as to hold a lighted ftick 
for a confidcrable time over an heap of ftraw, 
while I was negligently fearching for fome 
trifle. This fupinfenefs, Which I fo eafily 
acquired in this inftance, convinced me (if 
I may compare fmajl things with great), 
that I could live with the inhabitants at the 

foot of Mount Vefuvius without dread of an 

• 

eruption ; or fit unconcerned with the natives 
of Conftantinople aihid the devaftktions of 
the pkgue. 

It is inconceivable how few are the wants 
€f the Lithuanian peafants ! Their carts are 
put together without iron ^ their bridles and 
traces are generally plaited from the b^rk 
of trees, or cortipofed merely of twifted 
branches. They have no other inftrument 
but a hatchet, to conftruft their huts, cut 
cut their furniture, and make their carts. 
Their drefs is a thick linen fhirt and drawers, 
a long coarfe drugget coat, or a fheepfkin 
cloak, a round black felt cap lined with wool, 
and flK)es made fr6m the bark of trees. 
Their huts are built of trunks . of tr6es 
heaped on each other, and look like piles 
of wood in wharfs with penthoufe roofs. 

How 
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How very unlike the Swifs cottages, though 
formed of the fame materials ! Nor are their 
houfes more diffimilar than their manners. 
The ftriking difference between the Swifs 
and Polifh peafants, in their very air and 
deportment, ftrongly marks the contraft of 
their refpeftive governments. The Swifs are 
open, frank, rough, but ready to ferve ybu; 
they nod their heads, or flightly pull off 
their hats as you pafs by, but expedt a re- 
turn of civility : they are roufcd by the leaft 
rudenefs, and are not to be infulted with im- 
punity. On the contrary, the Polifh peafants . 
are cringing and fervile in their expreffions 
of refped: : they bowed down to the ground ; 
took off their hats or caps, and held them 
in their hands till we were out of fight; 
ftopped their carts on the firfl glimpfe of our 
carriage ; in fhort, their whole behaviour gave 
evident fymptoms of the abjeft fervitude under 
which they groaned. Yet liberty is as often 
the fubjedt of encomium in Poland as in 
SwifTerland : how different, however, are its 
operations in the two countries ! In the one 
it is equally diiFufed, and ^reads comfort and 
happinefs through the whole community : 
in the other it centers in a few, and is in 
jreality the worft fpecies of defpotifm* 

Before 
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JBefpre I clofe my account of Poland, I 
fhall juft curforily mention, that in our pro- 
grefs through this country we could not fail 
obferviRg feveral perfons with matted or clotted 
hair, which CQnftitut?s a difprder called Plica 
Polonica: it receives that denomination be- 
caufc it is confidered as peculiar to Poland ^^ 
although it is not unfrequent in Hungary, 
Tartary, ^nd feveral adjacent nations, and 
inftances of it are QCQafionaJly to Ije fQun4 
in other countries. 

According to the obfervations pf Dr. Vicat, 
?in ingenious Swifs phyfician long refident ipi 
Poland, and who has publifhed a fatisfa<ftory 
treatife * upon this fubjeft5 the Plica Polo-r 
nica is fuppofed to prpceed from an acrid 
Vjfcous humour penetrating into the hair, 
which is tubular -f- : it then exudes either 
from its fides or extremities; and clots thq 
whole together, either in feparate folds, oy 
in one undiftinguiflied mafs. Its lymptoms, 

♦ Memoire fur la Plique Polonoife. 

+ The dilatation of the hair is fpmetimes fo confiderablo 
as to admit fmall ^obules of blood ; this circumftance, 
ivfaich however very rarely happens, has probably given 
rife to the notion, that the patient, if his hair is cut ofi^ 
bleeds to death, 

morQ 
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more or lefs violent, according to the conftl- 
tution of the patient, or malignity of the dif-» 
eafe, are itchings, fwellings, eruptions, ulcers, 
intermitting fevers, pains in the head, languor, 
Jow^nefsof fpirits, rheumatifin, gout; and fome^ 
times even convulfions, palfy, and madnefs^ 
Thefe fymptoms gradually decreafe as the 
hair becomes afFedted. If the patient is ihaved 
in the head, he relapfes into all the dreadful 
complaints which preceded the eruption of 
the Plica ; and he continues to labour under 
them, until a frefh growth of hair abforb$ 
the acrid humour. This diforder is thought 
hereditary; and is proved to be contagious 
when in a virulent ftate. 

Many phyfical caufes have t^en fuppofed 
to concur in rendering the Plica more fre- 
quent in thefe regions than in other parts : 
it would be endlefs to enumerate the various 
conje6hires with which each perfon has fup- 
ported his favourite hypothefis : the moft 
probable are thofe affigned by Dr. Vicat^ 
The firft caufe is the nature of the Polifh 
air, which is rendered infalubrious by nu- 
merous woods and morafles ; and occafionally 
derives an uncommon keennefs even in the 
naidft of fummer from the pofition of the 

Carpthiaft 






550 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. B. ^< 

Carpathian mountains : for the fouthern and 
fouth-eafterly winds, which ufually convey 
warmth in other regions, are in this chilled 
in their paflage over their fnowy fummits^ 
The fecond is unwholefome water : for al- 
though Poknd is not deficient in good fprings, 
yet the common people ufually drink that 
which is ncareft at hand, taken indifcrimi- 
natcly from rivers, lakes, and even ftagnant 
pools. The third cauie is the grofs inatten- 
tion of the natives to cleanlinefs ; for expe- 
rience fhews, that thofe who are not negli-^ 
gent in their pcrfons and habitations, are lefs 
liable to be affli(fted with the plica, than 
others who are deficient in that particular. 
Thus peribna of higher rank are lefs fubjedt 
to this difbrdcr than thofe of inferior ftations ; 
Ae inhabitants of large towns than thofe of 
fmall villages ; the free peaj&nts than thofe 
in an abfolute ftate of vaflfalage ; the natives 
c£ Poland Proper than thofe of Lithuania* 
Whatever may be determined as to the poffi-. 
bility that all, or any of thefe caufes, by 
themfelves, or in conjunction with others, . 
originally produced the disorder; we may 
venture to aflert, that they all, and particu-^ 
larly the laft, aflifl: its. propagatioa ; inftamef^. 
its fymptoms ; and protra<3: its cure^ 

In 
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In a word, the Plica Polonica appears to be 
a contagious diftemper; which, like the le- 
profy, ftill prevails among a people ignorant 
in medicine, and inattentive to check its pro- 
grefs ; but is rarely knowri in thofe countries, 
where proper precautions are taken to prevent 
its fprcading. 
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CHAP. I. 

Entrance into Ruffia- — Limits and account of 
the province difmembered from Poland. — 
Cheapnefs of the poji. — Journey to Smolen- 
fko. — Hijiory and defcription g/'Smolenfko. 
— Divine fervice in the cathedral. — Vijii 
to the biJJjop. — Dinner with a judge. — Jour- 
ney to Mofcow. — Peafants. — Their drefs, cot-- 
t ages ^ foody &c. 

Ik U G U S T 20. We came into Ruflia 
Jr\. at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which 
in 1772 belonged to Poland; but is now 
comprifed in the portion of country ceded to 
the emprefs by the late partition treaty. The 
province allotted to Ruflia comprifes Polifh 

Vol. L a a Livonia; 
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Livonia ; that part of the palatinate of Polotik 
which lies to the eaft of the Duna ; the pala- 
tinates of Vitepfk, Miciflaw ; and two fmall 
portions to the north-eaft and fouth-eaft of 
the palatinate of Minfk: this trad: of land 
(Polifh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Ruffia, and includes at leaft one third of Lit- 
thuania. 

The Ruffian limits of the new province 
are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepfk ; from thence by a ftraight line 
tunning direftly fouth to the fource of the 
Drug near Tolitzin ; by the Drug to its 
Junftion with the Dnieper; and laftly, by 
the Dnieper to the point where it receives 
the Sotz. This territory is now divided into 
the two governments of Polotfk and Mohilef ^ 
its population amounts to about 1,600,000 
ibuls ; its produdions are chiefly, grain in large 
quantities, hemp, flax, and pafture 5 its forefts 
furniih great abundance of mafts, planks, 
alfo oak for fhip-bqilding, pitch and tar, &c* 
which are chiefly fent d^wn the Duna' to 
!Riga. 

At ToIitzin< we were gready aftoniihed at 
the cheapnefe of the poft^horfes : and when 
our fervant had difcharged the firft account, 
which amounted to only two copecs, or about 
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a penny a verft * for 6ach horfe, wc fhould 
have concluded, that he had cheated the poft- 
mafter in bur favour; if we had not been 
well convinced, from the general charafter 
of the Rufliahs, that they were not likely to 
be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards, difcovered, that even half of the charge, 
which we thought fo extremely moderate, 
might have been faved ; if we had taken the 
precaution of obtaining an order from the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new govern- 
ment of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of confiderable breadth, with a double row of 
trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. We pafled throu^ 
feveral wretched villages ; ferried at Orfk 
over the Dnieper, there only a fmall river ; 
Went through DubrofFna ; and arrived in the 
evening at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to 
I Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, aboimds 
I in foreft, and produces corn, millet, hemp, 
and flax. In the largeft villages we obferved 
I Schools and other buildings, conftru<3ing at 
the expence of the emprefs, and alfo churches 
with domes, intended for theTcdifh diffii^ts 

* Thr^ quarters of a mile. 
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of the Greek feft, and the Ruffians who chufe; 
to fettle in the country. 

Lady is fituated in the government of Smo- 
lenfko, and, before the late difmemberment, 
was one of the Ruffian frontier towns : we 
took up our quarters at the poft-houfe, where 
we procured a very comfortable apartment. 
Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur 
in the principal high-roads of Ruffia, are 
moftly conftru6ted upon the fame plan, and 
are very convenient for the accommodation 
of travellers : they are large fquare wooden 
buildings, enclofing a fpacious court-yard; 
in the center of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, 
with a gate- way on each fide leading into the 
court-yard; the remainder of the front is 
appropriated to the ufe of the poft-mafter and 
his fervants; the other three fides of the 
quadrangle are divided into ftables and fheds 
for carriages, and large barns for hay and 
corn. We were agreeably furprized, even in 
this remote place, to meet with fome Englifh 
ftrong beer ; and no lefs pleafed to fee our 
fupper ferved in difhes of our countryman 
Wedgewood's cream-coloured ware. The 
luxury of clean ftraw for bur beds was no 
fmall addition to thefe comforts. 

Upon 
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Upon calling for our bill in the morning, 
we found our charge as reafonable as the 
entertainment was good. The fatisfadion 
we exprefled at our reception, perhaps, in- 
duced the fecretary (as the poft-mafter him- 
felf was abfent) to think us proper fubjeifls 
X)f impofition. The diftance to the next fta- 
tion was about ten miles, and the fecretary 
demanded three times the fum allowed by the 
public regulations, under pretence of our not 
being provided with an order for poft-horfes. 
We hinted fome furprize at this charge : this 
intimation, though conveyed in the mildeft 
terms, the fecretary thought proper to anfwer 
with expreffions of contempt and defiance ; 
he ordered the horfes again into the ftable, and 
declared we fhould not ftir from the place un- 
til we difcharged the full fum. Though we 
might eafily have been prevailed upon by the 
flighteft apology to have fubmitted to the 
fraud, we determined to chaftife his infblence. 
We repaired to the dire<9:or of the cuftom* 
houfe, and were immediately admitted: to 
our great fatisfadtion he fpoke German ; and 
after we had laid our cafe before him, he told 
us, that the Ruffian had demanded treble the 
fum he was intitled to 3 he afllired us, we 
(hould receive inftant redrefs, and that the 

A a 3 offender 
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offender ihould be punifhed for his impofition. 
Having difpatched a meffenger, to whom he 
whifpered a private ordet, he defired us to 
wait his return^ and offered us coffee. While 
we were drinking it, he gave us various in- 
formation relative to the RufH^n pofls j added 
feveral hints, which afterwards proved An- 
gularly ufeful ; and he particularly cautioned 
^s to procure an order for horfes from the 
governor of Smolenfko. In the midft of this 
converfation we heard a carriage drive to the 
door, which we po-ceived to be our own, 
with all things ready for our inmiediate de- 
parture: our old friend, the poft-mailer'$ 
fecretary, made at the fame time his appear-- 
ancc in a very fubmiflive attitude j we inter- 
ceded with the direftor for his back, and 
obtained a promife that he fhould only be re- 
primanded. After making thoie acknowledg- 
ments to our friendly direftor, which were 
due to his politenefs ; we took our l^ve, and 
proceeded on our journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that 
the excellent new road lately defcribed tennis 
nated at Lady : it was feme fatisfadtion, how- 
ever, that the remaining parts from thei>ce to 
Smolenfko proved far fuperior to thofe we had 
encountered in the Lithuanian forefls. Th^ 

villages 



C, J. S M O L E N S K O, 359 

villages were an cxa€t counterpart to thofe 
we had left behind; and exhibited fcarcely 
any thing more than a repetition of fcenej 
already detailed. 

The Ruffians dififer widely jn their appear* 
ance and drefs from the Polifh peafants. 
The moft ftriking contraft arifes from their 
piethod of wearing their hair : the Poles (have 
their head$> leaving only a fmall tuft upoa 
the crown ; whereas the others fuffef their 
hair to hang quite down to the eye-browl 
and over the ears, and cut it fhort round the 
neck. The country was undulating and hilly, 
and more open than ufual until we arrive4 
within a few miles of Smolenlko $ when we 
plunged into a thick foreft, which continued 
^Imoft to the g^tes of that town, without thf 
intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of 
a fingle cottage. 

In 1403 the town of Smolenfko, which be^* 
longed to the Ruffians, was befieged and takei| 
by Vitoldus ; and, together with the whole 
province, united to the duchy of Lithuania *^ 
During the conftant and inveterate enmities 
which fubfifted between the Ruffians and 
l^oles, Smolenlko was a place of great impor- 

* DlugbffiuSj Lib. X, p. 104. et, feq. 
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tance ; though only fortified according to the 
cuftom of the tinie, partly with ramparts of 
earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadoes, 
and a wooden citadel * ; thefe fortifications 
were, however, fufficiently ftrong to refift the 
dcfultory attack? of undifciplined troops ; and 
it was at different intervals ineffedtually be- 
fieged until the begiQning of the i6th cen-r 
tury, when V^flili Ivanovitch great duke of 
Mpfcovy got poflTeffion of it, by corrupting 
the garrifon. It continued in the hands of 
the Rufiian$ for abpye a century, in the fame 
fimple ilyle of defence. At length the im-: 
portance of its fituation near (he frontiers of 
Poland, and the improvements in the art of 
war, induced Boris Godunof, prime minifter, 
and brother-in-law of the tzar Feodor Ivano- 
vitch, to furround it with a wall : he came in 
perfon to Smolenfko, and hijnfelf aflifted in 
tracing out the fite of the fortifications, which 
he lived to fee completed in his own reign "f-., 
and which are the fame that fubfift at pr^fent. 
Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not 
prevent Sigifmpnd III, king pf Poland, from 

♦ Rerum Mofc. Auft. p. 52, Mayerbe^g Iter. Mofc. 
P- 74- 

t S, R. G, vol. V. p. 94, Lengnich, Jus Pub, v. I, 

p. 46. 
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befieging and taking the town in 1 6 1 1 ; and 
by the truce of DeveHna in i6i8, the pojQef-* 
fion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it 
was again reduced by Alexey Michaelovitch ; 
and in 1686 finally ceded to Ruffia at thp 
peace of Mofcow ^. 

Smolenfko, though by no means the moft 
magnificent, is by far the moft fingular town 
I have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river 
Dnieper, and occupies two hills, and the val- 
ley which lies between them. It is furround- 
ed by walls thirty feet high and fifteen thick, 
with the lower part of ftone, and the upper 
of brick : thefe walls, which follow the fhape 
of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of 
feven verfts -f-, have, at every angle, round or 
fquare towers of two or three ftories, much 
broader at top than at bottom, and covered 
with circular roofs of wood. The intervals 
are ftudded with fmaller turrets ; on the out- 
fide of the wall is a broad dieep ditch, regu- 
lar covered way with traverfes, glacis, &c. 
and where the ground is higheft, there are 
redoubts of eardi according to the modern 
ftyle of fortification. In the middle of the 

f Lengiiich, vol. I. p. 47. 
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|own Is an eminence, upon which ftands the 
cathedral ; from whence I had a mbft pic- 
turefque view of the town, interfperfed with-. 
in the circuit of the walls with gardens, 
groves, copfes, fields of pafture, and corn. 
The buildings are moftly wooden, of one 
ftory (many of them no better than cottages) 
excepting here and-there a gentleman's houfe, 
which is called a palace, and feveral churches, 
conftrudcd of brick and ftuccoed* One long 
broad ftrect, which is paved, interfeds the 
whole length of the town in a ftraight line ; th? 
ether ftreets generally wind in circular direc-^ 
tions, and are floored with planks. Th^ 
walls, ftretching over the uneven fides of the 
hills till they reach the banks of the Dnieper; 
their antient ftyle of architedhire ; their gro- 
tefque towers ; the fpires of churches fhooting 
above the trees, which are fo niunerous as 
almoft to conceal the buildings from view; 
the appearance of meadows and arable 
ground; all thefe objedts blended together 
exhibit a fcene of the moft Angular and con- 
trafted kind. On the further fide of the 
Dnieper are many ftraggling wooden houfes 
that form the fuburbs, and ^re joined to the 
town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could 
collefl: from vague infornution, Smolenfko 

3 contains 
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contains about 4,000 inhabitants : it has 
no manufai^res ; but carries on fome com- 
merce with the Ukraine, Dantzic, and Riga. 
The principal articles of its trade are flax, 
hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs briftles, mafts, 
planks, and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkon* 
fki, near the fource of the Volga, about 1 00 
miles from Smolenfko : it pafTes by Smolenlko 
and Mohilef j feparates the Ukraine from 
Poland; flows by Kiof; and falls into the 
black-fea between Otzakof and Kinburn. By 
the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, 
its whole courfe is now included within the 
Ruflian territories. It -begins to be navigable 
at a little diftance above Smolenflco, though 
in fome feafons of the year it is fo fhallow 
near the town, that the goods muft be trans- 
ported upon rafts and imall flat-bottomed, 
boats. 

Having occafion for a new paflport and an 
order for horfes, we called upon the governor, 
accompanied by a Ruflian ftudent, who fpoke 
Latin, for our interpreter. The governor 
being at church ; we repaired to the cathe- 
dral, and waited until divine fervice was con- 
cluded. The cathedral is a ftately buildings 
ercfted upon the fpot where formerly flood 

the 
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the palace of the aritient dukes of Smolenfko. 
The infide walls are covered with coarfe 
paintings reprefenting our Saviour, the Vir- 
gin, and a variety, of Saints, which are very 
abundant in the Greek religion. The fhrine, 
or fandtuary, intp which only the priefts are 
admitted, is feparated from the body of 
the church by a fkreen with large folding 
doors ; and is ornamented with twifted pillars 
of the Corinthian order richly carved and 
gilded. The worfhip feeqied to conlifl; of 
jnnumerable ceremonies : the people crofled 
themfelves without ceafing ; bowed towards 
the fhrine and to each other ; and even touch- 
ed the ground with their heads. The bifhop 
of Smolenfko performed the fervice ; a vene- 
rable figure, with white flowing hair and long 
beard : he had a crown upon his head, and 
was drefTed in rich epifcopal robes. The 
folding ddors were occafionally opened and 
clofed with great pomp and folemnity when- 
ever the bifhop retired within, or came forth 
to blefs the people : at the conclufion of the 
fervice, the doors being thrown open, the 
bifhop advanced forward with a chandelier 
in each hand, one containing three, and the 
other two lighted candles ; which he repeat- 
edly crofTed over each other in different di- 

2 regions 
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redions j then waving them towards the 
audience, he concluded with a final benedic- 
tion. Thefe chandeliers, as I am informed, 
are fymbolical; one alludes to the Trinity, 
and the other to the two natures of Chrift. 

The fervice being finilhed, we prefented 
ourfelves to the governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldnefs, 
which made fuch an impreffion on our in- 
terpreter, that he could not be perfuaded 
to utter a fingle word. At length a gentle- 
man in the governor's train accofted us in 
French, and inquired our bufinefs. Upon 
our informing him that we were Englifh 
gentlemen who defired a paflport, and an 
order for horfes; he told us with a fmile, 
that the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed 
a fufpicion of our being tradefmen; but he 
was not ignorant that Englifli gentlemen 
feldom wore lace on their clothes, or fwords 
in a journey; an intimation which recalled 
to our memory the advice of our Polilh 
friend at Minfk *. He then whifpered the 
governor, who inftantly affumed an appear- 
ance of complacency, and teftified by his 
gefture an intention of complying with our 

* P- 339- 
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requeft. This matter was fcarcely adjufted, 
when the hifliop joined the company ; h6 
had laid afide the coftly garaients, in which 
he performed the fervice, and was dreflcd 
in a long black robe, a round black cap, 
and veil of the fame colour. He addrefled 
us in Latin, and invited us to his houfe. 
He led the way; and we followed with the 
reft of the company to a commodious wooden 
building adjoining to the cathedral. Upon 
entering the apartment, the governor and 
Ruffian gentlemen kifled his hand with great- 
marks of refpedt. After defiring all the 
company to fit, he diftinguifhed us by par- 
ticular attention; obferving, with much po- 
litenefs, that our company gave him greater 
pleafure, as he had never, fince his refidence 
at Smolenfko, received a vifit from any Englifli- 
men, for whofe nation he had the higheft 
refpedt. During this converfation a fenrant 
ipread a cloth upon a fmall table ; and placed 
upon it a plate of bread, fome fait, and fome 
flowers : another followed ' with a falver of 
finall glafles full of a tranfparent liquet-. 
The bifhop blefled the bread and the falver 
with great folemnity, and then took a glais : 
we thought it at firft a religious ceremony ; 
but were undeceived by the fervants offering 

. the 
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the bread and falver to u^ ^i well a^ to the 
other perfons prtfeilt. Every one being ferved, 
the biihop drank all our healths, a compli- 
ment which the company returned with a 
bow, and inftantly emptied their glafles : we^ 
followed this example, and found the liquot' 
to be a dram of cherry-water. This pre- 
liminary being fettled ; we refumed our con* 
verfation with the bifhop, and afked bin* 
feveral queftions relative to the antient ftatc 
of Smolenfko. He anfwered every enquiry 
with great readinefs;, gave us a concife ac- 
count of the ftate of the tovsm under its an- 
tient-dukes 5 and informed us that their palace 
was fituated on the fpot now occupied hy the 
cathedral ; that the lattop was built by Feodor 
Michaelovitch brother of Peter the Great, 
and had been lately repaired and beautified^ 
After about half an hour's agreeable convert 
fation, we rofe up and took our leave, greatly 
pleafed with the politenefs and . affabUity of 
the prelate. 

Our interpreter, who was one of the fit*, 
dents, conducted us to the feminary, vrhicfr 
is appropriated for the education o£ the clergy, 
in which the Latin, Greek, German^^ and 
Polifli languages are taught : tht jnieflr who 
ihewed us the library talked Latin; he in- 
troduced 
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troduced us into his chamber, and, according 
to the hofpitable cuftom of this country, 
oiFered us fome refrefhment, which coniiAed 
of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon the Ruffian gentleman, 
who fo obligingly relieved us from our em- 
barraffinent before the governor, kindly paid 
us a vifit, and invited us to dine with him 
the following day. 'We accepted his in- 
vitation, and waited upon him at two, the 
ufual hour of dining: he was a judge, and 
lived in a wooden houfe provided by the 
court ; the rooms were fmall, but neatly 
furnifhed. The company confifted of that 
gentleman, his wife and fifter, all of whom 
talked French : the ladies were dreffed in the 
French fafhion, and had on a good deal of 
rouge ; they do not curtfy ; but their mode 
of falute is to bow their heads very low. 
Before dinner liqueurs were handed about ; 
the ladies each took a fmall glafs, and re- 
commended the fame to us as favourable to 
digeftion. The table was neatly fet out, 
the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englifh 
cream-coloured ware. Befide plain roaft and 
boiled meats, feveral Ruffian difhes were in- 
troduced i one of thefe was a kind of fallad 
compofed of muftirpoms and onions ; and 

another 
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ianother the grain of green corn, baked and 
moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rofe 
from table, our hoft calling for a large glafs, 
filled a bumper of champagne, drank it off 
to our health ; and then handed the glafs 
round. ** This is an old cuftom," faid the 
judge, ** and was meant as an expreffion of 
" regard ; the age is now grown delicate, 
** and the free effufions of hofpitality muft 
** be fupprefled in ceremony : but I am an 
** old-fafhioned man> and cannot eafily relin- 
** quifh the habits of my youth." After 
dinner we adjourned to another room, and 
played two or three rubbers of whift. Coffee 
and tea were brought in > and a plate of fweet- 
meats was handed round to the company. 
About fix we took leave of our friendly hoft ; 
and returned to our inn, if it may be called 
by that honourable appellation. This inn, 
the only one in the town, was a wooden 
building, in a very ruinous ftate, formerly 
painted on the outfide. The apartment 
which we occupied had once been hung 
with paper, as appeared from fome torn frag- 
ments that here and there covered a fmall 
portion of the wainfcot, which was a patch-' 
work of old and new planks. Its furni- 
ture was two benches and as many chairs ; 
Vol. L Bb of 
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of the latter, one was without a bottom, and 
the other without a back ; the only table was 
an old deal box. We wer« inclined to con- 
jefture that there was a heavy tax upon air and 
light in this country; for all the windows 
were clofed with planks, except one, which 
could not be opened, and it could fcarcely be 
feen through, on account of the dirt with 
which it was incrufted. In the inventory 
of thefe valuables I fhould not omit a couch 
upon which I flept: it had been fo often 
mended, that, like Sir John Cutler's ftock- 
ings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerusy 
we could not diftinguifli any part of the ori- 
ginal materials. It may perhaps appear fur- 
prizing, that in a town like Smolenlko there 
ihould be no tolerable inn j but the furprize 
will ceafe, when we refleft that few ftrangers 
pafs this way ; and that the Ruffians them- 
lelves carry their provifions with them ; and 
either continue their journey during the night, 
or are received in private houfes. 

Auguft 25. We quitted Smolenfko, crofled 
the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into the 
fuburbs ; and purfued our journey for fome 
way through a valley of fine pafture watered 
by the Dnieper, fpottfed with underwood, and 
terminating on each fide in gentle eminences 

clothed 
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clothed with trees. As we advanced ^ the 
country became more abrupt and uneven, 
but no where rofe into any confiderable hill. 
Near Slovoda a large ilraggling village, where 
we ftopped for a few hours during the^ dark- 
nefs of the night, we again croiFed the 
Dnieper upon a raft formed of trunks of 
Jrees tied together with cords, and fcarcely 
large ^pough to receive the carriage, which 
funk it ' fcfmer inches under water; this ma- 
chine. was; then puihed from the banks until 
it:. rt)eta«9ther of .the fame kind, to which 
the hQr/e^^ . ftopped with great difficulty; and 
the .diftanc? of the two rafts from each other 
wa* fo cpniiderabk, that the carriage could 
fcarcely be prevented from flipping b^ween 
thcw and finking into the river, 
• The fecond poft frcan this primitive ferry 
was Dogorobufli, built upon a rifing hill, and 
exhibiting like. Smolenflco, though upon a 
fmaller fcale> an intermixture of churches, 
houfes, cottages, cornrfields, and meadows : 
fom? of the houfes, which had been lately 
conftrudted at the emprefs's expence, were of 
brick covered with flucco, and had the ap- 
pearance of fp many palaces when contrafted 
with the meannefs of the furrounding hovels. 
This plage was formerly a ftrong fortrefs, 
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and frequently befieged during the wars be- 
tween Ruffia and Poland : the ramparts and 
ditches of the antient citadel ftill remain ; 
from them we commanded an extenfivc view 
of the adjacent country, confifting of a large 
plain watered by the winding Dnieper, and 
bounded by diftaht hills. From Dogorobufh 
we proceeded about 24 miles to a fmall 
village called Zaratefli; where we thought 
curfelves very fortunate in being houfed for 
the night in a tolerable hut^ which afforded 
us, a rare inftance of accommodation in thefe 
parts, a room feparate from that- ufe^ by 
the family. Our hpftefs was a true Afiatic 
figure: fhe had on a blue gan!nent without 
fleeves, which defcended to the ankles, and 
was tied round the waift with a red fa/h ; 
fhe wore a white piece of linen wrapped 
round her head like a turban, car-rings, and 
necklace of variegated beads ; her fhoes were 
faflened vnth blue firings, which were alfo 
bound round the ankles, in order to keep 
up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for 
ftockings . 

Augufl 27. Our route the next morn- 
ing, from Zaratefh to Viafma, lay through 
a continuity of forefl, occafiortally relieved 
by the intervention of paflures ^nd cori>- 

fields. 
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fields. When we refleded that we were 
in the 55 th degree of northern latitude, we 
were furprized at the forwardnefs of the 
harveft : the wheat and barley were already 
carried in ; and the peafants were ' employed 
in cutting the oats and millet. Since our 
departure from Smolenlko the weather had 
proved remarkably cold; and the wind had 
the keennefs of a November blaft : the pea- 
fants were all clothed in their fheep-fkins, or 
winter drefles. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we pafled 
the rivulet of the fame name, navigable only 
for rafts, which defcend its ftream into the 
Dnieper : we then mounted a fmall eminence, 
on the top whereof ftands the town, making 
a magnificent appearance with the domes and 
fpires of feveral churches rifing above the 
trees. Viafma fpreads, in a broken dif- 
jointed manner, over a large extent of ground : 
its buildings are moftly of wood, a few houies 
of brick excepted, which had lately been 
erefted by the munificence of the emprefs. 
Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like 
the Ruffian roads, of the trunks of trees laid 
crofs-ways, and part is boarded with planks 
like the floor of a room. It contains above 
twenty churches, a remarkable number for a 
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place but thinly inhabited. The churches 
in thefe fmall towns and villages are chiefly 
ornamented v^^ith a cupola and feveral domes : 
the outfide v^alls are either vsrhite-v^aftied or 
painted red; and the cupolas or domes are 
generally of a different colour from the other 
parts. At fon^ diftance the number of 
fpires and domes riiing above the trees, 
which conceal the contiguous hovels, would 
kad a traveller unacquainted with the country 
to exped: a large city in a place; wh^re 
perhaps, upon nearer infpe(9ion, he will only 
find a colledion of wooden huts. 

At Viafma was concluded, in 1634, the 
treaty of perpetual peace between Ladiflaus IV. 
king of Poland, and Michael Feodorovitch ; 
by this treaty Michael confirmed the ceflion 
of Smolenlko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which 
had been yielded to the Poles at the truce of 
Dcvelina ; while Ladiflaus renounced the title 
of Tzar, and acknowledged Michael as the 
rightfiil fovereign of Ruffia*. On this oc- 
cafion both monarchs relinquiflied what they 
did not poflfcfs; and wifely iacrificcd ima- 
ginary pretenfions to the attainment of a 
fubilantial peace. 

* Lengnicb, Hift. Pol. p. 167. 
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The Ruflian peafants appeared in general a 
large coarfe hardy race, and of great bodily 
ftrength. Their drefs is a round hat or 
cap with a very high crown, a coarfe robe 
of drugget (or in winter of fheep-ikin with 
the wool turned inwards) reaching below 
the knee, and bound round the waift by a 
faih, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as 
fack-cloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped 
round the leg inftead of ftockings, fandals 
woven from ftrips of a pliant bark, and 
faftened by firings, of the fame materials^ 
which are afterwards twined round the leg, 
and ferve as garters to the woollen or flannel 
wrappers. In warm weather the peafants 
frequently wear only a fhort coarfe Ihirt and 
trowfers. 

Their cottages are built in the fame man- 
ner as thofe of Lithuania; but larger, and 
fbmewhat better provided with furniture and 
domeftic utenfils : they are of at fquare ihape > 
formed of whole trees, piled upon one another, 
and fecured at the four corners where their 
extremities meet, with mortifes and tenons • 
The interfl:ices between thefe piles arc filled 
with mofs. Within, the timbers are fmoothed 
with the axe, fo as to form the appearance 
of vrainfcot ; but without are left with the 

B b 4 bark 



376 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 3, 

bark in their rude ftate. Thft roofs are in 
the penthoufe form, and generally ccMcnpofed 
of the bark of trees or ihingles, which aie 
fometimes covered v^ith mould or tiirf. The 
peafants ufually conftrud: the Mrhole houfe 
folely with the affiftance of the hatchet, and, 
cut the planks of the floor with the fame in- 
ftrument, in many parts being unacquainted 
with the ufe of the faw : they finifli the 
fhell of the houfe and the roof, before they 
begin to cut the windows and doors. The 
windows are openings of a few inches fquare, 
clofed with Aiding frames ; and the doors 
are fo low as not to admit a middle-fized 
man without ftooping. Thefe cottages fome- 
times, though very rarely, confift of two 
ftories ; in which cafe the lower apartment 
is a kind of ftore-room, &c. and the upper- 
is the habitable part of the houfe : the ftair- 
cafe is moil commonly a kind of ladder on 
the outfide* Moft of thefe huts are, how- 
ever, only one ftory ; a few of them contain 
two rooms, the generality only one. In 
fome of this latter fort I was frequently 
awakened by the chickens picking the grains 
of corn in the ftraw upon which I lay, and 
more than once by a lefs inoflfenfive animal. 
At Tabluka, a village, where we pafled the 

night 
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night of the 27th, a party of hogs gained 
admittance into the room at four in the 
morning, and roufed me by grunting clofe 
to my ear. Not much pleafed either with 
the earlinefs of the vifit, or the falutation 

ft 

' of my vifitors, I called out to my fervant, 
^* Jofeph, drive thefe gentry out of the room, 
^* and fhut the door." *^ There is no door 
^* that will Ihut," replied Jofeph with great 
compofure, ** we have tried every expedient 
^* to faften it without fuccefs ; the hogs have 
^* more than once been excluded, but have as 
^* often returned/' This converfation fo ef- 
fedually roufed me, that I determined to 
refign to -my unwelcome guefts that litter 
which I could no longer enjoy myfelf : I 
accordingly raifed myfelf from the ftraw; 
and, fitting down, contemplated by the light 
of a flip of deal the fcene around me. My 
two companions were ftretched upon the 
fame parcel of ftraw from which I had juft 
emerged; a little beyond them our fervants 
occupied a Ibparate heap ; at a fmall diftancc 
three Ruffians, with long beards, and coarfe 
fackcloth fhirts and trowfers, lay extended 
upon their backs on the bare floor; on the 
oppofite fide of the room three women in 
their clothes flumbered on a long bench i 

while 
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while the top of the ftove afforded a couch 
to a woman dreiTed like the others, anji four- 
fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages confiils 
chiefly of a wooden table or drefler, an4 
benches faflened to the fides ojf the room : 
the utenfils are platters, bowls, fpoons, &C4 
all made of wood, with perhaps one large 
earthen pan, in which the family cook their 
viftuals. The food of the peafants is black- 
rye-bread, fome times white, eggs, falt-fifh^ 
bacon, muflirooms j their favourite difh is a 
kind of hodge-podge made of fait or frefh 
meat, groats, r3^-flQur, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlick | which latter ingredients 
are much ufed by the Ruffians, 

The peafants feemed greedy of moneys 
and almofl always demanded previous pay- 
ment for every trifle we bought or bargained 
for. They feemed alfo in ' general much 
inclined to thieving. In Poland it was not 
necefiary to be always upon the watch ; and 
we frequently left the equipage during the 
whole night without any guard : but in this 
country^ without the precaution of regularly 
ftationing a fervant in the carriage, every 
article would- ibon have difappeared ; and 
even .with this expedient, the watchfulnefs 

of 
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of our Argus was continually baffled by the 
fuperior vigilance of the natives 5 and the 
morning generally announced fome petty lofs, 
to which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every poft were obliged to 
furnifh us with horfes at a fixed and very rea-^ 
ibnable rate, which had the ill ^^tdi of ren- 
dering them extremely dilatory in their mo- 
tions : and as our only interpreter was % 
Bohemian * fervant, not perfectly acquainted 
with the Ruffian language ; his difficulty in 
explaining, joined to their backwardnefs in 
executing our orders, occafioijed our frequently 
waiting feveral hours for a change of horfes^ 
The peafants adted in the capacity of coach- 
men and poftilions : they always hameifed 
four horfes a-breaft, and commonly put eight, 
and fometimes even ten horfes to our car- 
riage ; as the ftages were for the moft part 
twenty, and fometimes even thirty miles, and 
the roads extremely bad. They feldom ufed 
either boots or faddlcs, and had no fort of 
ftirrup, except a rope doubled and thrown 
acrofs the horfe's back. Each horfe was 
equipped with a fnaffle-bridle, which how- 

* The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both diakfis 
of the Sclavonian tongue. 

ever 



380 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 3. 

ever was feldom inferted into the mouth, but 
was generally fuffered to hang loofe under his 
jaw* The general method of driving was 
not in a fteady pace, but by ftarts and bounds, 
with little attention to the nature of the 
ground : the peafants feldom trotted their 
horfes ; they would fuddenly force them into 
a gallop through the worft roads, and fome- 
times as fuddenly check their fpeed upon the 
moft level furface, A common piece of rope 
ferved them for a whip, which they feldom 
had any occafion to ufe, as they urged their 
horfes forwards by hooting and whittling like 
cat-calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were 
filled with finging, which is a favourite 
practice among the Ruffians i and has been 
mentioned by moft travellers who, for thefe 
two or three laft centuries, have vifited this 
country, and which I fhal] enlar^ upon on % 
future occafion. 

From the wretched hamefs, which was 
continually breaking, and required to be re- 
peatedly adjufted i the badnefs of the roads i 
the length of time we were always detained at 
the pofts before we could procure horfes ; 
and other neceffary impediments ; we were 
feldom able to travel more than forty or fifty 
miles a day, although we commenced our 

journey 
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journey before fun-rife, and purfued it till it 
was quite dark. 

Auguft 27. Near Viafina we entered the 
vaft foreft of Volkonfki, through which we 
continued for 1 50 miles without interruption, 
almoft to the gates of Mofcow* This foreft, 
which ftretches on all fides to an immenfe 
extent, gives rife to the principal rivers of 
European Ruffia, the Duna, the Dnieper, 
and the Volga. The fources of the Duna 
were at fome diftance from our route ; but 
thofe of the Dnieper and the Volga rofe at 
fmall intervals from each other, not far fh)m 
Viafma. The country in this part was 
more than ufual broken into hill and dale • 
though ftill it exhibited rather a fuccefiion 
of waving furface, than any confiderablc ele- 
vations. 

On the 28 th we arrived at the village of 
Gretkeva towards the clofe of the evening, 
and imprudehtly proceeded on our journey 
another ftage of eighteen miles : the evening 
fet in exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy; 
the road was uncommonly bad ; and wc 
were in continual apprehenfions of being 
overturned. The greateft danger, however, 
which we encountered, was unknown to us 
until we arrived at the end of the ftation : 

we^ 



382 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 3* 

we were then informed by our jfervants, that 
we had actually crofled a broad piece of 
water upon a wooden bridge without railing, 
fo infirm that it alxnoft cracked under the 
carriage, and £q narrow that one of the hind- 
wheels was for an inflant abfolutely fufpended 
over the precipice beneath. Our ufual good 
fortune brought us fafe between twelve and 
one to a cottage at Mofliailk, where wc found 
an excellent ragout of beef andconions pre- 
pared for us by the trufty fervant,.who always 
preceded us, and provided oUr lodging and 
fbpper. I have littk to iay of Moihaiik ; 
as we entered it at fo late an hour, and de^ 
parted the next morning by : day-break. We 
changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro» 
and arrived early in the evening at Malo-a- 
Viafma, embofbmed in the foreft, and plea- 
fantly fituated at the edge of a fmall lake. 
This place was diftant only 24 miles from 
Mofcow, where wc were impatient to arrive ; 
but we prudently ideferrcd our journey until 
the next morning, as we did not chufe to 
tempt fortune again by cxpofing ourfelves a 
iecond time to dangers in a dark night and in 
an unknown country^ 

The road for fiane way before we came to 
A£alo-a-Viafma,-and from tlience to Moibow, 

8 was 
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was a broad ftraight avenue cut through the 
foreft. The trees, which conipofed thefe vaft 
plantations, fet by the hand of Nature, were 
oaks, beech, mountain-afh, poplar, pines and 
firs, mingled together in the moft wanton va- 
riety. The different fhades of green, and the 
rich tints of the autumnal* colours, were in- 
expreffibly beautiful ; while the fublime, but 
Uniform expanfe of foreft was oqcafionally re- 
lieved by recefies of paftures and com-fie;lds. 
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AU G U S T JO, Our approach to 
Mofcow was firft announced about 
thediftance of fix miles by fome fpires^ which 
over-topped an eminence at the end of the 
broad avenue cut through the foreft : about 
two or three miles further we afcended an 
height, from whence a moft fuperb profpe<5t 
of the vaft city burft upon our fight* It lay 
ia the form of a crefcent, and llretched to a 
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prodigious extent; while irmumerable church- 
es, towers, gilded fpires and domes, white, 
red, and green buildings glittering in the 
fun, formed a moft fplendid appearance, yet 
ftrangely contrafted by an intermixture of 
numberlefs wooden hovels. The neighbour- 
ing country was undulating; the foreft reach- 
ed to within a mile of the ramparts, wherd 
it was fucceeded by an open range of paftures 
without enclofures. We crofTed the rivef 
Mbfkva over a raft floating upon the water, 
and faftened to each bank, which the Ruflians 
call a living-bridge, from its bending under 
the carriage. After a ftridt examination o( 
our pafsport, being permitted to enter the 
gatea, we drove through the fuburbs for i 
confiderable way along a wooden road ; en- 
tered one of the interior circles of the town, 
called Bielgorod ; and took up our quarters 
at an inn kept by a Frenchman, at which 
fome of the nobility hold aflemblies. Ouf 
apartments were convenient and fpacioUS ; we 
alfofound every accdmmodation in abundance, 
except beds and fheets ; for as ho dn6 who 
is experienced in theCuftoriis of this country, 
travels without thofe article?, inns are feldom 
provided with them. With much trouble, 
however, we obtained from our landlord two 
Vol... I. Cc bedileads 
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bedileads with beddings and one matrafs to 
place upon the floor ; but we could not pro- 
cure more than- three fheets, one whereof 
fell to my fhare : wc had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to fleep in our clothes upon ftraw, 
that we fancied ourfelves in a ftate of un- 
heard-of luxury, and bleffed ourfelves for our 
good fortune. 

Mofcow, called by the natives Moikva, is 
not fo antient as Novogorod, Kiof, Vladimir, 
and Tver, which towns had been the refi- 
dence of the Ruffian fovereigns before this 
city exifted. The antiquaries of this country 
diflfer confiderably in their opinions concern- 
ing the firft foundation of Mofcow ; but the 
following account is generally efteemed by the 
beft authors as the moft probable *. 

Kiof was the metropolis, when George fon 
of Vladimir Monomaka afcended in 1 1 54 the 
Ruffian throne. That monarch, being in-, 
fulted in a progrefs through his dominions 
by a rich and powerful nobleman named Ste- 
phen Kutchko, put him to death, and confif- 
cated his domains, confifting of the lands now 
occupied by the city of Mofcow, and the 

* Sec SumorokoPs Kleine Chronik Von Mofcau in 
St. Pet. Journal for 1776 ^ and ScherebatoP? Ruff. Gcf. 
P- 736- 

adjacent 
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adjacent territory. Pleafed with the fituation 
of the ground lying at the conflux of the 
Mofkva and Neglina, he laid the foundation 
of a new town, which he called Mofkva from 
the river of that name. Upon the demife 
of George, it was not negledled by his fon 
Andrew, who transferred the feat of em- 
pire from Kiof to Vladimir ; but it fell into 
fuch decay under his immediate fucceflbrs, 
that when Daniel, fon of Alexander Nevfki, 
received, in the divifion of the empire, the 
duchy of Mufcovy as his portion, and fixed 
his refidence upon the conflux of the Mofkva 
and Neglina, he may be faid to have new 
founded the town. The fpot now occupied 
by the Kremlin, was at that time overfpread 
with a thick wood and a morafs; in the 
midfl whereof was a fmall ifland, containing 
a fingle wooden hut. Upon this part Daniel 
conflrudted churches, monafleries, and vari- 
ous other buildings, and enclofed it with 
wooden fortifications : he firfl afTumed the 
title of duke of Mofcow ; and was fo attached 
to this fituation, that when, in 1304, he 
fucceeded his brother Andrew Alexandre- 
vitch in the great duchy of Vladimir, he did 
not remove his court to Vladimir, but con- 
tinued his refidence at Mofcow, which then 

C c 2 became 
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becamQ the capital of the Ruflian dominions* 
His fucceflbrs followed his example ; among 
whom his fon Ivan confiderably enlarged the 
new metropolis ; and in 1 367 his grandfbn 
Demetrius Ivanovitch Donfki furrounded the 
Kremlin with a brick- walL Thefe new for- 
tifications, however, were not .ftrong enough 
to prevent Tamerlane,, in 1382, from taking 
the town after a fliort fiege*. Being foon 
evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it again 
came into the poffeffion of the Ruffians ; but 
was frequently invaded and occupied by the 
Tartars, who in the 14th and 15 th centuries 
over-ran the greateft part of Ruffia ; and 
who even maintained a garrifon in Mofcow, 
until they were finally expelled by Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebted 
for its principal fplendour ^ and under him 
it became the principal and moft confidera- 
ble city of the Ruffian empire. 

The Baron of Herberftein, who in the be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century was embaffa- 
dor from the emperor Maxunilian to the great- 
duke Vaffili, fon of the above-mentioned 
Ivan Vaffilievitch, is the firft foreign writer 
who has given a defcription of Mofcow, 

* S. R. G. vol. II. p, 93. 

which 
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which he accompanied with a coarfe engrav- 
ing of the; town in wood *. In this curious, 
but rude plan, may be diilinguifhed the walls 
of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent 
ilate,' and feveral of the public buildings, 
which even now contribute to its ornament. 
From this period we are able to trace its 
fubfequent progrefs and gradual increafe, un- 
der the fucceeding fovereigns, in the accounts 
of feveral Englifh -f* and foreign J writers, 
who, fince Herberftein, have pubjifhed their 
travels into thefe parts. 

Mofcow continued the metropolis of Ruflia 
until the beginning of the prefent century ; 
when, to the great diflatisfadion of the no- 
bility, but with great advantage, probably, 
to the ftate, the feat of empire was tranf-;- 
ferred to Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftanding the predilection which 
Peter conceived for Peterfburgh, in which all 
the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II. 
have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is ftill the 
moft populous city of the Ruffian empire. 

* See Rer. Mof. Com. in Rer. Mof. Auft. 

t Chiefly Chancellor Fletcher, Smith, the author of 
Lord Carlifle's Embafly, Perry, Bruce, &c. 

X Poflevinus, Margaret, Petreius, Olearius, Mayerberg, 
Le Bruyn, &c, 

C c 3 Here 
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Here the chief nobles who do hot belong to 
the court of the emprefs fcfide; they here 
fupport a large number of retainers ; gratify 
their tafte for a ruder and more expenfivc 
magnificence in the antient flyle of feudal 
grandeur; and are not, as at Peterfburgh, 
cclipfed by the fuperior fplendour of the 
court. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of 37 
degrees 3 1 minutes from the firft meridian of 
Greenwich, and in 55^ 45' 45'' of northern 
latitude. 

It is certainly the largeft town in Europe ; 
its circumference within the rampart, which 
enclofes the fuburbs, being cxadHy 39 verfts, 
or 26 miles * ; but it is built in fo ftraggling 
and disjointed a manner, that its population 
in no degree correfponds to its extent. Some 
Ruffian authors ftate its inhabitants at 
500,000 fouls ; a number evidently exagger- 
ated. Bufching, who refided fome years in 
Ruffia, fays that in 1770 Mofcow contained 
708 brick-houfes, and 11,840 wooden habi- 
tations: 85,731 males and 67,059 females, 

* Its circumference is nearly equal to that of Pckin^ 
which, including its fuburbs, meafures 40 verfts, or 26 
miles and dirce-qn^rtcrs. Journal of St. Pet. April, i775> 
P' 243- 

in 
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in all only 152,790 fouls 5 a computation 
which feems to err in the other extreme *, 
According to an account publiflied in the 
Journal of St. Peterfburgh f, the diftria of 
Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, 
^lyS hearths; and the number of inha- 
bitants were 1 37^698 males, and 134,918 
females, in all 272,616 fouls. In the courfe 
of that fame year the deaths amounted to 
3702, and the births to 8621 ; and in the 
^nd, the population of the diftrid was found 
to be 140,143 males, and 137,392 females, 
in all 277,535 fouls. This computation is 
certainly more to be depended upon than 
either of the others ; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed to me by an Englifh gentle- 
man lately returne^/rom Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjed: of his inquiries. Ac- 
cording to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police J, 

Mofcow contains within 7 >• , 

. i 250,000 fouls. 

the ramparts - - 3 
And in the adjacent villages 50,000 

If 

* Bufching's Neue Erdbefchreibung, V. I. p. 841. Edit. 

1777- 
t For 1 78 1, p. 200. 

% This computation may be relied upon. For as a 
pew aqueduft near Mofcow was juft linifhed, it was ne- 

C c 4 ccffary 
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If I was ftruck with the fingularity of Smor 
Icniko, I was ?ill aftoniflunent at the im- 
menfity and variety pf Mofcow. A city fp 
irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, and 
fo contrafted, had never before claimed my 
aftonifhment. The ftreets are in general ex- 
ceedingly long and broad : fome of them are 
paved ; others, particularly thofe in the fu- 
burbs, are formed with trunks of trees, or 
are boarded with planks like the floor of a 
room ; wretched hovels are blended with 
large palaces ; cottages of one ftory ftand next 
to the moft fuperb and ftately manfions. 
Many brick ftru(ftures are covered with wood- 
en tops ; fome of the wooden houfes are paint- 
ed, others have iron doors and roofs. Nu- 
merous churches prefented themfelves in eyexy 
quarter built in a peculiar ftyle of architec- 
ture ; fome with domes of copper, others of 
tin, gilt or painted green, and many roofed 
with wood. In a word, fome parts of this 
vaft city have the appearance of a fequeftered 
defert, other quarters, of a populous town ; 
fome of a contemptible village, others of ^ 
great capital. 

pcfiary to form as exa<Sl an eftimate as poflible of the num« 
ber of inhabitants, in order to regulate the neceflary fupply 
pf water for each family. 

Mofcow 
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Mofcow may be confidered as a town built 
upon the Afiatic model, but gradually becom- 
ing more and more European ; exhibiting in 
its prefont ilatQ a motley mixture of difcord- 
ant architedture. It is diftributed into the 
following divifions, i. Kremlin. 2. Khi- 
taigorod. 3. Bielgorod, 4. Semlainogorod* 
5 . Slpboda ; which, for want of a more pre- 
cife term, I fhall call the fuburbs. 

I . The Kremlin was . probably thus deno- 
minated by the Tartars when they were in 
polTeflion of Mofcow, from the word Krem, 
or Krim, which fignifies a fortrefs : it ftands 
in the central and higheft part of the city, 
near the conflux of the Molkva and Neglina, 
which wafh two of its fides ; is of a triangu- 
lar form ; and about two miles in circum- 
ference. It is furrounded by high walls of 
ftone and brick, which were conftrudted by 
Peter Solarius, a celebrated architedt of Milan, 
in the year 1491, under the reign of Ivan 
Vaflilievitch I. as appears from the follow- 
ing curious infcription over one of the gates. 
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Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux 
Volodimeriae Mofcoviae Novogardic 
'* Tiferiae Plefcoviae Veticie Ongarie 
^* Permiie Buolgarie ct Aliar.. Totius 
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^* Q^Raxias Dominus Anno Tertio Im-. 
•* peril Sui Has Turres Condere Fet. S^^ 
** tuit Petrus Antonides Solarius Medio- 
*^ lanenfis anno J^at. Domini ?49^* 
^^K.Julii/' 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much fur* 
priicd as I was to find ths^t the Tzars employed 
foreign architects at fo early a period of their 
hiftory, before their country was fcarcely 
Jcnown to the reft of Europe. The Krem- 
lin is not disfigured by wooden houfes * j 
^nd contains tl^e antient palace of the Tzars^^ 
iQveral churches^ two convents, the patri- 
archal palace, the arfenal now in ruins, and 
one private houfe^^ which belonged to Boris^ 
Qodunof before he was raifed to the throne* 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigo- 
rod, a term conjeftured by fpme etymologiftsj 
to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, iii 
his Hiftory of Peter ^h? Great, peremptorily 
fupports this opinion, when he calls Khitai- 
gorod ** La par tie appellee la ville Chinoife, 
*^ ou les raretes de la Chine s'etallaient/* 
But it may be remarked, that this divifion of 
Mofcow bore its prefent appellation long be- 

* See the next Chapter, where fome of thefc buildings 
are dcfcrlbed. 

o fore 
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fore any conntftion was opened between the 
Ruffians and Chincfe ; and the beft hiftorians^ 
of this country, without pretending to afcer- 
tain its original figniiication, fuppofe the word 
Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by 
the Tartars when they had polleffion of MoC- 
cow * : in proof of this conjecture, it is al- 
ledged, that there is a town in the Ukraine 
called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame 
name in Podolia^ both which cc^untries^ 
though entirely unknown to the (^inefe, 
have been either over-yun or inhabited by 
Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod is inclofed on one fide by 
that wall of the Kremlin which runs from the 
Molkva to the Neglina; and on the other 
fide by a brick wall of inferior height. It is 
much larger than the Kremlin, and contains 
the univerfity, the printing-houfe, ana many 
other public buildings, together with all 
the tradefmen's fhops. The edifices are mofl:- 
ly ftuccoed or white- wafhed ; and it has the 
only ftreet in Mofcow in which the houfes 
ftand clofe to one another without any inter- 
vals between them. 

3 . The Bielgorod, or White Town, which 
runs quite round the two preceding divifions, 

f S. R. G. V. VIII. p. 538—541. 

is 
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is fuppofed to derive its name from a white 
wall with which it was formerly enclofed, 
and of which fome remains are ftill to be 
feen. 

4. Semlainogorod, which environs all the 
three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which 
it is encompalTed. Thefe two laft-mentioned 
divisions exhibit a grotefque group of church- 
es, convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, 
and mean hovels, in no degree fuperior to pea- 
fan ts cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or Suburbs, form a vafl: 
exterior circle round all the parts already de- 
fcribed; and are inverted with a low ram- 
part and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, 
befide buildings of alj kinds and denomina- 
tions, corn-fields, much open pafture, and 
fome fmall lakes, which give rife to the 
Neglina. 

The Mofkva, from which the city takes its 
name, flows through it in a winding channel ; 
but, excepting in fpring, is only navigable for 
rafts. It receives the Yaufa in the Semlaino- 
gorod, and the Neglina at the weftern extre- 
mity of the Kremlin ; the beds of both thefe 
laft-mentioned rivulets are^ in fummer, little 
better than dry channels. 

12 The 
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The morning after our arrival, we ordered 
our Ruffian fervant to hire a carriage for our 
ufe during our ftay at Mbfcow. The equi- 
page he procured was a chariot and four horfes 
of different colours : the coachman and pof- 
tilion were dreiTed like the peafants, with 
high cylindrical hats ; the former, with a 
long beard and iheep-fkin robe, fat upon the 
box ; the latter, in a coarfe drugget garb, 
was mounted upon the off horfe, according to 
the cuftom of this country. Behind the 
carriage was an enormous fack of hay : upon 
expreffing fome furprize at this appendage, 
we were informed, that almofl every carriage 
at Mofcow is provided with a viaticum of this 
fort, which, while the mailer is paying his 
vifits, or is at dinner, is occafionally given 
to the horfes. Some refrefliments of this 
kind, indeed, leerned abfblutely ncceffary, as 
our horfes never faw the flable from the 
time of leaving it in the morning, until they 
returned to it in the evening, or at midnight ; 
and were kept during that interval, like thofe 
of our hackney-coaches, in the flreets. Dur- 
ing our continuance in this city we, not un- 
commonly, perceived about dinner-time, in 
the court-yards of thofe houfes where we 
dinedj many horfes without bridles, and un- 

harneflbd 
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harnefled from the reipedHve carriages, brow- 
fing upon their portable provender ftrewed 
upon the ground; with them were inter- 
mixed different parties of coachmen and 
poftilions, who at the fame time gratified 
the calls of hunger upon a repaft ready pre- 
pared, like that of their cattle, and which too 
required as little ceremony in ferving up* 
The frequency of thefe objedts fbon rendered 
them familiar to us ; and we ceafed to look 
upon our trufs of hay as an excrefcence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equi- 
page was to our banker, who lived at the 
f urtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, about 
the diftance of four miles from our inn. Our 
coachman drove us through the town with 
great expedition, generally in a brilk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any 
diftindtion of paved or boarded ftreets. Hav- 
ing fettled our bufinefs with the banker, 
who was our countryman, and who obligingly 
furnifhed us with a large coUedtion of Englifh 
news -papers, we crofled the Yaula over a 
raft-bridge to a palace, which was conftruded 
for the accommodation of the prefent emprefs, 
whenever (he may chufe to vifit Mofcow: 
this palace is not, according to our ordinary 
acceptation of the word, a fing^e ilrudhirci 

but. 
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but, in the true ftyl6 of Afiatic grandeur, a 
vaft affemblagc of numerous buildings diftri- 
buted into feveral ftrcets, and bearing the 
appearance of a moderate town. The bafe 
of all thefe buildings is of ftone, but of fo 
foft a nature, that it feemed fcarcely adequate 
to the fupport of the fuperftruifture ; the 
bricks ufed for the remainder of the fabric 
were fo indifferently prepared, that they crum- 
bled at the touch : nor did the workmanfhip 
exceed the materials ; for it was obvious to 
the moft carelefs observer, that the walls were 
in many places out of the perpendicular line, 

I was aftonifhed upon obferving, that the 
greateft part of the timber, employed in the 
conftrudlion of thefe vaft edifices, no lefs than 
ordinary cottages, was fafhioned with the axe. 
Though I often faw the carpenters at work, 
I never once perceived a faw in their hands : 
they cut the trees through with the axe ^ 
they hewed planks with the axe; they 
formed the beams, and fitted them toge- 
ther with the axe. With this fimple engine 
they mortaifed and tenanted the fmalleft as^ 
well as the largeft pieces of wood; and 
fmoothed the boards for the floor with the 
niceft exadtnefs. The dexterity, indeed, and 
juftnefs with which they managed this in- 

ftrument 
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ftrument was wonderful ; but its tedious mode 
q{ operation muft evidently occafion a pro^ 
digious wafte of labour and wood. 

The gardens, which belonged to the old pa-^ 
lace, built by Elizabetli n^ar the fpot where the 
prefent ftrudture was eredting, are ilill retained : 
they are of confiderable extent, and contain- 
ed fome of the beft gravel -walks I have feen 
fince my departure from England. In fome 
parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafing 
and natural manner ; but in general the old 
flyle of gardening prevailed, and continually 
prefenteid us with rows of clipped yew-trees, 
long jftraight canals, and a profufion of pre- 
pofterous ftatucs. Hercules was prefiding 
at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded Cupids^ 
dolphins and lamias : every little ftrufture 
was a pantheon ; and every grove was haunted 
by its Apollos and Dianas ; but the principal 
deityin the place feemed to be a female figure 
holding a cornucopia reverfed, which, inftead 
of diftributing, as ufual, all kinds of fruit, 
grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, coro- 
nets, and mitres. But the reign of all thefe 
deities was doomed to be very fhort : under 
the aufpices of her prefent majefly all thefe 
inftances of grotefque tafte were to be re- 
moved, and give place to more natural orna- 
ments* 
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ments. This palace and gardens are at the 
extremity of the fuburbs, within the com- 
pafs of the exterior rampart which encircles 
the whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our 
carriage was provided with four horfes, no- 
thing being more common than to meet the 
equipages of the nobility with complete fets, 
driving merely about the ftreets of Mdfcow. 
As the city is:of fp large a compafs, a great 
number of hackney-carriages are ftationed in 
the ftreets for the convenience of carrying 
paflengers to the different quarters. Thefe 
vehicles are without tops, have moftly four 
wheels, and are provided either with a long 
bench', or/ one, two, or three feparate feats, 
like arm-chairs, placed fidcrways : their fares 
are fo reafonable, that fervants occafionally 
ufe th6m upon errands to diftant parts of the 
city. The coachman generally drives a full 
trot, at the rate of eight or nine miles in an 
hour. 

September i. This morning we received 
a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor, of Mofcow, to dinner foi^ the 2 2d 
of Auguft ; but, as it was the i ft of Septem^ 
ber, our fervant, wHo took the meflage, came 
laughing into the room, and informed us. 

Vol. t D d that 
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that we were invited to an entertainment 
which v^as pafl : he added^ that he had en* 
deavoured to convince the perfbn who brought 
the card of the miftake ; but the man infifted 
that the enfuingday was the 2 2d of Auguft. 
It was indeed a natural miftake in our fer- 
vant, who did not know that the Ruffians 
jlill adhered to the old %le 5 and as he had 
pajfled the 2 2d of Auguft in Lithuania^ it is 
no wonder that he was furprized at finding 
it again fo foon at Mofcow. 

Until the reign of Peter the Great the Ruf- 
fians began their year in September, and dated 
their aera from the creation of the world *, and 
not from the nativity of our Saviour. In 
1700 Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mof- 
cow; and ordained, that from that period 
the jrear ihould commence in January, and be 
computed from the Chriftian aera, according 
to the old ftyle then in ufe in England. Out 
of veneration to his memory no alteration has 
been fince made in the Ruffian calendar ; fo 
that at prefent Ruffia, and fome of the pro-» 
Icftant Swifs republics, are the only European 
nations who ftill retain the old ftyle. 

* They reckoned alfo^ according to the opi«iofi of tbs 
Greeks, 5508 years, inftead of only 3369, from the 

creation to the nativity* 

The 
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The fame morning we carried a letter of 
recommendation from count Stakelbergh, the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw, to prince 
Volkonfki governor of the province, w^ho re- 
ceived us with great franknefs and cordiality, 
and immediately invited us to dinner, <iefiring 
us to confider his table as ours as long as we 
continued at Mofcow. The prince is in his 
67th year, and remembered, when he was about 
thirteen, to have feen Peter the Great : him 
he defcribed as very tall, above fix feet in 
height, ftrong and well made, with his head 
flouching and awry, of a dark complexion, 
and a countenance continually fubjedt to dif- 
tortions ; adding, he was generally drefled in 
his green uniform, or a plain brown coat ; was 
remarkable for the fincnefs of his linen, wore 
his fhort black hair without powder, and 
whifkers. The prince amufed us with relat- 
ing fcveral curious anecdotes of that great 
monarch, and, amongft others, the following, 
which he received from prince Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while prince 
Volkonfki, the father of our noble hoft, was 
foUoviring Charles XII. with a corps of light 
horfe, and was at no great diftance from him, an 
aid-de^camp brought an order from Ment- 
chikof to halt : he , obeyed, but difpatched a 

D d 2 meflengcr 
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mcflengcr to acquaint the prince, that he was 
purfuing the king of Sweden with the faireft 
profpedt of overtaking him . Mentchikof was 
greatly aftonifhed at this meflage, as no or- 
ders for difcontinuing the purfuit had' iffued 
from him : and his fuppofed aid-de-camp who 
delivered them was never difcovered. As 
Peter, when informed of this tranfadlion, in- 
ftituted no inquiry concerning the perfon 
who had probably prevented the capture df 
his moft formidable rival ; it is fupeded that 
the ftratagem was contrived by himfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarrafled with a pri- 
foner, whom he would be unwilling either 
to releafe, or to detain long in captivity. 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the 
Ruffians, We never paid a morning vifit 
to any nobleman without being detained to 
dinner: we alfo conftantly received feveral 
general invitations; but, confidering them 
as mere compliments, we were unwilling 
to intrude ourfelves without further notice. 
Wc foon found, however, that the principal 
perfons of diftindtion kept open tables, and 
were highly obliged by our rcforting to them 
without ceremony. Prince Volkonlki in par- 
ticular, having cafually difcovered that we 
had dined the preceding day at our inn, po- 
litely 
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litely upbraided ns ; repeating his aflurances, 
that his table was ours, and that whenever 
we were not particularly engaged, he fliould 
always exped: us for his guefts. Indeed the 
ftrongeft expreflions can fcarcely do juftice 
to the attention and kindnefs of this exceU 
lent nobleman : not content with admittihg 
us to his table without form, he was anxious 
that our curiofity ihould be gratified with the 
fight of every remarkable objed: at Mofcow 5 
he ordered his aid-de-camp to accompany us 
to different parts of the city ; and as we were 
extremely defirous to become acquainted with 
Mr. Muller, the celebrated hiftorian of this 
country, he one day invited that refpedtable 
old gentleman to meet us at dinner. 

Gerard Frederick MuUer, a native of Ger- 
many, was born, in 1705, at Herforden, in 
the circle of Weftphalia. . He came into 
Ruflia during the reign of Catharine I. ; 
and was not long afterwards admitted into 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences, of which 
fociety he is one of the moft antient members. 
In 1 73 1 , foon after the acceflion of the emprefs 
Anne, he commenced, at the expence of the 
crown, his travels over European Ruffia, and 
into the extreme parts of Siberia. He was 
abfent feveral years upon this expedition j 

D d 3 and 
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and did not return to Peterfburgh until the 
reign of Elifabeth. The prefent emprefs, 
an able judge and rewarder of merit, con- 
ferred upon him a very ample falary, and 
appointed him counfellor of ftate and keeper 
of the archives at Mofcow, where he has 
refided about fixteen years. He colledted, 
during his travels, the moft ample materials 
for the hiftory and geography of this exten- 
five empire, which was fcarcely known to 
the Ruilians themfelves, before his valuable 
refearches were given to the world in various 
publications. His principal work is a ** Col- 
** ledtion of Ruffian Hiftories *," in nine vo- 
lumes oftavo, printed at different intervals at 
the prefs of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. 
The firft part came out in 1732, and the lafl 
in 1764. This ftorehoufe of information and 
literature, in regard to the antiquities, hiftory, 
geography, and commerce of Ruffia, and many 
of the neighbouring countries, conveys the 
moft indifputable proofs of the author's learn- 
ing, diligence, and fidelity. To this work 
the accurate and indefatigable writer has fuc- 
ceffively added many other valuable per- 
formances upon fimilar fubjecfts, both in the 

* Samlung RuiHfcher Qefchichte. 

3 German 
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German and Ruffian languages, which elucidate 
various parts in the hiftory of this empire. 

Mr. Muller fpcaks arid writes the German^ 
Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with 
furprizing fluency ; and reads the Englifh, 
Dutch, Swedifh, Danifh, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is ftill fur- 
prizing ', and his accurate acquaintance with 
the minutefl incidents of the Ruffian annals 
almoft furpafTes belief. 

-At the conclufion of the dinner at prince 
Volkonfki's, I had the pleafure of accom- 
panying this eminent hiflorian to his houfe^ 
and pafled fome hours in his library. He 
pofTefles moft of the books in the different 
languages of modern Europe which treat of 
Ruffia : the Englifh writers who have written 
upon this country are far more numerous than 
I imagined. His coUedlion of flate-papers 
and manufcripts is invaluable : they are all 
arranged in the exadtefl order, and clafled 
into feveral volumes, difHnguifhed by the 
names of thofc illuflrious perfbnages to whom 
they principally relate ; fuch as Peter I. 
Catharine I. Menzikof, Oflerman, &c. * 

Every 

♦ The emprefs has lately purchafed this fine coIIe<SUon 
of books and manufcripts for £. 2006. Bachmeifter RuiH 

Dd4 Bib. 
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Every lover of literature muft regret, that 
Mr. MuUer, who is admirably qualified for 
the talk, has not favoured the public with a 
regular, unbroken hiftory of this country : 
cfpccially as, on account of his advanced age, 
an undertaking of this kind, although all the 
materials are already prepared, cannot now be 
expedled from him : he muft therefore con- 
fign to others the ufe of thofe papers, which 
he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, 
however, always be confidered as the great 
father of Ruffian hiftory, as wejl from the 
excellent fpecimens he himfelf has produced, 
a§ from the vaft fund of information which 
he bequeaths to future hiftorians. 

Sept. 10. This day being facred to 
Alexander Nevfki, a faint highly revered 
by the Ruffians, and in whofe honour an 
order of , knighthood is inftituted, was kept 
with great folemnity and magnificence. Ser- 
vice was performed in the principal churches 
of Mofcow with all the pageantry pecuHar to 
the Greek religion ^ and the governor of the 

Bib. for 1 78 1, p. 554. This great patronefs of letters 
has configned to Mr. Muller the charge of arranging and 
printing, at her expence, a CoUedion of Treaties between 
Ruffia and the other powers, in the form of Dumont*s 
Corps Diplomatique. 

province 
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province gave a fplcndid entertainment, to 
which the principal nobility and clergy of 
this city were invited. As ftrangers we 
were defirous of obferving the ceremonies- 
of the day, and by the attention of our ac-^ 
quaintance our curiofity was amply gratified. 
But before I proceed to give a defcription 
of what occurred upon this occafion ; it may 
be neceffary to premife a fhort account of the 
faint who gave rife to this feftival, and who, 
though adored by the Ruffians, is fcarcely 
known beyond the limits of this country. 

Alexander Nevfki, a name more refped:able 
than moft of the faints who fill the Ruffian 
calendar, was fon of the great-duke Yaroflaf^ 
and flourifhed in the beginning of the 13 th 
century, at a period when his country had 
been reduced to the utmoft extremity by a 
combination of formidable enemies. He re- 
pulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the king of Sweden 
with his own hand on the bank of the Neva, 
from whence he obtained the appellation of 
Nevfki. He defeated the Tartars in feveral 
engagements, and delivered his country from 
a difgraceful tribute impofed by the fucceflbrs 
of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have 
been almoft one continued fcene of adion 5 

and 
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and he fhewccf fuch prowefs, and performed 
fuch almoft incredible afts of valour, that 
it is no wonder ignorant and fuperfUtious 
people fhould confider him as a fuperior 
being, and ihould confecrate his memory ; 
indeed, of all idolatry, that which is paid 
to real merit, and in gratitude for real fer- 
vices, is the moft natural, and the moil 
cxcufable. He died about the year 1262 
at Gorodetz near Nifhnei Novogorod, The 
great fuperiority of his charadter was evinced, 
as well by victories which diftinguifhed the 
Ruffian arms during his life, as by the nu- 
merous defeats which immediately took place 
on his deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was u/hered 
in by the ringing of bells uncommonly loud ; 
inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of 
the city, but mcwre particularly in the Krem- 
lin, which contains the principal churches 
and the largeft bells. Before eleven we paid 
our refpeds to prince Volkonfki, who, as 
governor of the province of Mofcow, had 
a levee ; he wore the red ribband of the. 
order of St. 'Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and 
gentry. From the levee .we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael^ and were prefent 

at 
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at high mafs, performed by the archbifhop 
of Rojftof. The church was filled with 
fuch an immenfe concourfe of people, that 
it was with the utmoft difficulty we could 
penetrate to the bottom of the fteps leading 
to the fhrine, at the top of which the bifhop 
ftood whenever he came forth to addrefs the 
congregation. The confufion arifing froni 
the croud, and the rapid fucceffion of va- 
rious ceremonies, fo diftradled our attention^ 
as to render us incapable of difcriminating 
the different parts of the fervice. We could 
only obferve in general a great difplay of 
pomp and fplendour, and many ceremonies 
fimilar to thofe defcribed on a former oc- 
cafion *^ with the addition of leveral others 
appropriated to the greater feftivals of the 
Ruffian church. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, whichr 
lafted two .hours, we returned to prince 
Volkonlki's ; where about ninety perfons 
were aflembled at an entertainment given in 
honour of the day : when the archbifhop of 
Roflof entered the room, the prince rofe to 
meet him at the door, and kiffed his hand 
after the prelate had made the fign of the 

? P. 364. 
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crofs ; he paid the fame mark of refpedt to 
two other bifliops ; and the greateft part of 
the company fucceffively followed the prince's 
example. Being prefented to the archbifhop^ 
I had the honour of holding a long conver- 
fation with him in the Latin tongue, which 
he fpoke with great fluency. He appeared 
to be a fenfible well-informed man, and well 
verfed in various branches of literature : he 
had perufed the works of feveral of our befl: 
divines, either originally written, or tranflated 
into Latin, and mentioned their compofitions 
with great applaufe, I troubled him with 
feveral queftions relative to the fervice of the 
Ruffian church, which he anfwered with great 
readinefs and condefcenfion* He told me that 
the Bible is tranflated into Sclavonian; that 
the liturgy is written in that language, which 
is the mother- tongue of the Ruffian ; and 
that therefore the flyle of the facred writings, 
though fomewhat antient and obfolete, is yet 
underftood without much difficulty even by 
the common people. He informed me, that 
the clergy are divided into fecular and re- 
gular priefl:s : that the latter, from whom 
are chofen the dignitaries of the church, 
are not permitted to marry ; that the feculars 
are the parifli-priefl;s, and from a .literal ob- 

fervation 
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fervation of St. Paul's precept, *^ the hufband 
*^ of one wife/' are required, as a qualifica- 
tion for orders, to marry ; and, on the fpirit 
of the fame tenet, are after the death of their 
wives deemed unfit for the facred function* 
The difqualification arifing from widowhood 
may, indeed, be healed by the bifliop's dif- 
penfation * ; but the operation of a fecond 
marriage is final, and irrevocably divorces 
from the altar. The archbifliop was po- 
litely continuing to acquaint me with many 
other circumftances peculiar to their eccle- 
fiafticar eftablifhment, when the converfation 
was interrupted by a fummons to dinner. 
A fmall table in the corner of the with- 
drawing room, as is the ufual cuftom in this 
country, had been previoufly covered with 
plates of caviare, red-herring, bread, butter, 
and cheefc, and different forts of liqueurs ; 
to which the . company helped themfelves 
before they adjourned to dinner. 

About ninety perfons fat down to table. 
The entertainment was iplendid and profufe^ 
During the fecond courfe, a large glafs with 
a cover was brought to prince Volkonfki; 

♦ In general the fecular prieft, when a widower, is re- 
ceived into a monaftery. 

who. 
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who, ftanding up, delivered the cover to the 
archbiftiop, who fat next him, filled the glafs 
with champagne, and drank the emprefs's 
health, which was accompanied with a dif- 
charge of canpon. The archbifhop followed 
his example, and the glafs was in like man- 
ner circulated round the table. The healths 
of the great-*duke, of the great-duchefs, and 
of their fon prince Alexander, were then fuc- 
ceflively toafted with the fame ceremonies ; 
after which count Panin arofe, and drinking a 
return of thanks to prince Volkonlki as mafter 
of the feaft, v^^s joined by the whole com- 
pany. When each toaft was named by the 
prince, all the perfbns at table got up out 
of refpedl, and remained (landing while he 
drank. The reader will excufe the men- 
tion of thefe particulars on this and other 
occafions; as they may be deemed not un- 
worthy of notice, becaufe they are fometimes 
charad:eriftics of national manners. 

During our ftay at Mofcow we frequently 
experienced the hofpitality of count AJexey 
Orlof, who, in the laft war with the Porte, 
commanded the Ruffian fleet in the Archi- 
pelago, and burnt the Turkilh armament in 
the bay of Tchefme, for which action he has 
been honoured with the title of Tchefminlki. 

Th« 
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The cuftom of conferring an additional name 
for the performance of fignal fervices to the 
country was, in imitation of the Romans, 
ufually pra<5tifed by Conftantine and his fuc- 
ceflbrs t^he Greek emperors, who reigned at 
Conftan^inople. From that quarter it pro- 
bably pafled to the Ruffians, who in the 
earher times of their hiftory gave appella- 
tions of this kind to fome of their illuftrious 
leaders. Thus the great-duke Alexander was/ 
called Nevfki for his viftory over the Swedes 
near the Neva; and his great-grandfon De- 
metrius Ivanovitch was denominated Donfki, 
for his conqueft of the Tartars upon the 
banks of the Don. This cuftom, " which 
had long been difcontinued, has been lately 
revived by the prefent emprefs. Accordingly 
Marfhal Romanzof received the denomination 
of Zadunaiiki from his viftories fouth Df the 
Danube ; prince Dolgorucki that of Crimfki 
for his fuccefles in the Crimea; and count 
Orlof this of Tchefminfki from the adion in 
the bay of Tchefme. 

The houfe of count Orlof is fituated at the 
extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an ele- 
vated ipot, commanding a fine view of the 
vaft city of Mofcow and the neighbouring 
country. A number of feparate buildings 

occupy 
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occupy a large tradt of ground* The offices, 
llables, manage, and other detached ilruiftures, 
are entirely of brick ; the foundation and lower 
ftory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the 
lame materials; but the upper part is of 
wood *, neatly painted of a green colour. 
We carried a letter of recommendation from 
prince Staniflaus Poniatowfki, the king of 
Poland's nephew, to the count, who received 
us with great franknefs and cordiality, and 
detained us at dinner: he deiired us to lay 
aiide all form ; adding, that he was a plain 
man, had a high efteem for the Englifh 
nation, and fhould be happy to render us 
every fervicc in his power during our flay at 
Mofcow. We had the pleafure of dining 
feveral times with him, and always met 
with the moft polite reception. The count 
feemed to live in the true ftyle of old Ruffian 
hofpitality; kept an open table, abounding 
with a great variety of Greek wines, which 
he brought with him from his expedition 
into the Archipelago. One difh, ferved on 

* Wooden houfes are by many perfons in this country 
fuppofed to be warmer and more wholefome than thole of 
brick and ftone, which is the reafon why feveral of the 
Ruffian nobility chufe that part of the houfe, which they 
inhabit themfelves, to be conftrudled with wood. 

his 
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his plentiful board, muft be particuftrly men^ 
tioncd as extremely delicious, and only in-- 
ferior to our beil venifon j it was a quarter 
of an ^ Aftracan fheep, remarkable for the 
quantity ^nd flavour of the fat *.* 

We had mufic during dinner, which in- 
deed generally made a part of the entertain- 
ment at the tables of the nobility. We 
obferved alfo another very ufual inftance of 
parade ; namely, a great number of retainers 
and dependents, mixed with fervants, but 
feldom aflifting in any menial office : they 
occafionally flood round their lord's chair, 
and feemed infinitely pleafed whenever they 
were diflinguifhed by a nod or a fmile. In 
this train there was an Armenian not long 
arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably 
to the cuflom of his country, inhabited a tent 

• In the court-jrard I obferved feveral iheep of diis Ipc*^ 
cies ranging about the ftables, fo perfe<^y tame that they 
fufFered us to ftroke them. -They are almoft as large as 
fallow deer, but with much fliorter legs: they have ilo 
horns, long flowing ears, and, inftead of tails, a large bunch 
of fat, fomedmes weighing thirty poands4 Mr* Pennant 
has given an engraving of thefe fheep in his Hiftory of 
Quadrupeds, which he has accompanied with an accurate 
defcription. 

Vol. I. E c pitched- 
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pitched in the ^rdtrip and covettd with ^ 
^ck kind of felt. His drefs cohfifted of 
ti kmg look Tohc tied with a ikQi, krge 
foreecl^^ and boots ; his hair was cut^ in 
the manner of the Tartars, in a circular 
ibim I his arms were a poignard» and a 
4x>w of bi^{alo*s horn ftrung with the iine#s 
t>f the iame animals He was esctremeljr 
attached to his mailer: when he was Bdji 
pre(en«ed| he voluntarily took an oath of 
fealty, and fwore, in the true lai^guage .of 
Eaftem hyperbole, to attack all the count's 
i^emies ; offering, as a proof of the fincerity 
ioi thi» declaration, to cut off his own ears a 
lie 9\fo wiflied that all the iicknefs, which at 
uny time threatened his mailer, might be 
transferred to himfelf. He * examined our 
trlothes, and ieemed delighted with pointing 
out the fuperiority of his o\vn drefs in the 
article of conyenience ; he threw himielf into 
di0erent attitudes with uncommon agility> 
and defied vlb to follow his example j he 
glanced a Calmuc dance, which confiiled io 
^training every mufcle, apd writhing his body 
into various contottions without ftirring from 
the ipot : he beckoned us into the ganlert^ 

lopk great pleafure in ihowing us his tent 
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and his arms ; and fhot feveral arrows (0 an 
amazing height* We were ftruck with the 
unartificial chara<^er of this Armenian^ whQ 
feemed like a wild-man juft beginning to h9 
civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is very fond of th^ 
manage, is eileemed to have, though tiQjf, 
the largeft, yet the fineft ftud in Ruflia; 
^d he was fo obliging as to gratify q^ 
curiofity by carrying us to fee it near hi$ 
country-houfe, at the diftance of about fifteen 
miles from Mofcow. He conveyed us ^ 
his own carriage drawn by fix horfes, hinr* 
iiell^ with ropes, and placed two in frpnt» 
and four a-breaft in the hinder row: aa 
jcmpty coach, with fix horfes, ranged twp 
by two, followed for parade. He wa^s at* 
tended by four hufifars, and the abover 
mentioned Armenian accoutred with his Ifqw 
and quiver: the latter continually ihouted 
^nd waved his hand with the ftrpngeft ex<* 
prefiions of tranipoxt; he occafioiutUy galr 
loped his horie cloie to the carria^i, t|)a^ 
X^df)e^ly flopped, and wheels roi^nfi tp 
thp right or left vn£^ JiHX)fu:filirahle f^r 

pi4rty, 

lo ouf iputc ytft gaffed Jfffini^J^g^ com,* 

E e 3 veati» 
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vents, furrounded, like many of the mo- 
hafteriesin this country, with ftrong walls 
and battlements of brick, fo as to have the 
ippearance of fmall fortrefles ; broffed the 
Molkva twice, and came in about two hours 
into a fpacious circular plain of luxuriant 
pafhire, in the midft of which rifes an in- 
falated. hill, with the count's houfe on the 
top. This feat commands a beautiful view 
b'f the circular plain, watered by the Mofkva, 
and fkirted by gentle hills, whofe fides pre- 
sent a rich variety of wood, corn, and paf- 

tixres.' *• 

' 'The greateft part of the ftud was grazing 
in the plain :. it confided of a confiderable 
nuinber of the fineft ftallions, and above fixty 
lirood-mares, moft of whom had foals. The 
tolleftion was gleaned from the moft diftant 
quarters of the globe, from Arabia, Turkey, 
Tartary, Perfia, and England. " The count 
obtained the Arabians during his expedition 
in the Archipelago, fome-^s prefents from 
Ali-Bey, others by purchafe' or by conqueft 
'from the Turks :' amongft thefe he- chiefly 
prized four hbrfes (two lof'-v^ch we Hid 
noticed in the manage at Mofcow) ^f the 
true CcfcMedn'^ ' breed, 'Iq Sriucif 'rftcerii^ in 
-^ ' - * - Arabia, 
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Arabia, and (o feldom feen out of their native 
country. 

The count, after having politely attended 
us himfelf to the jftud and about the grounds, 
regaled us with a. moft elegant cntertainnient, 
atr which his vivacity lent charma to his fplen*- 
dour and hofpitality. In our return to Mos- 
cow, we made a circuit to a fnull villages 
about fix miles from the capital, where a 
villa was erefting for the emprefs, called 
Tzaricino : it confifted, befide the principal 
building, of eight or ten^ detached ftruftures 
in the Gothic . tafte, which were prettily dif- 
perfed among the plantations. The *fituatioti 
is 1 romantic, a rifing ground bacJCed.with 
wood, and a large piece of water embracmg 
the.fbot of the;hill. : .; . .: 

. I cannot forbear to mention in this ph^ 
an a£t of almoft Eailern magni^eiKre, whielfi 
this vifit fome time afterwards occafioned^. 
One. morning in the enfuing winter; atPeterfr 
,burgh, cme of the fineft amgng the Ai^abia^ 
hor&s, which Lord Herbert had greatly ad^ 
mired at Mofcow, was lent to Itim, accQim- 
panied with the following note* . • 






'' My Lord, I obfcrved that;^hi$ hgrifc 
** plcafed you, and ^fcrcfore defiw yQur: dc- 

E c 3 *' ceptancc 
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^* ccptancc of Iiim. I received him a^ ^ pr^ 
^* fent from Ali-Bey. He is a true AtaBiah 

•of the Cochlean race, and in the late vear 
^* was Irrought by the Ruffian fhipi^ froth 
^* Arabia to me while I was in the Archi*- 
"•^'pielago. t wifh he may be as ferviceibfe 
■^ to you as he has been to me ; and I rciiiain^ 
^* with efteem, your obedient fervant, 

* ^* Count Alexey Orlof 

TCHESMINSKI." 

I 

* 

This valuable horfe was fent from Petcrf- 
Burgh to England^ and is now in the Earl of 
Pbinbftikt's pofleffion* 

Ac the clofe of an entcrtainmenti which 
the count one day gave us at Moscow, fte in- 
troduced ua to the fight of a Ruffian booting^ 
maftrhy which is a favoihrite diVerfion among 
4iM common people* Wc rq>aired to the 
mjEtfiagti where we found about three hundred 
l^fkmg afibmbkd^ iThey divided themiehreii 
into (S^ -parties^ each of which chofe a chk^ 
who called o^t 4:he combatants, and pitted 
them agaiiift each other : only a fingte pair 
was allowed to engagt at die fame time. 
Th^ did not ilrip as with us, and had on 
•thitrk kalhirn gloves with thumb pieces, but 
with tio %arations fbi> the fing^rs^ Fipth 
• ^ ' - - the 



the {Kffnefs of the leather th^ could fcarcely 
double their lifts $ and many of them ftruck 
open-handed. Their attitudes vmtc very dif- 
ferent from thofe ufed by b<»:ers in England i 
they advanced the left foot and fide ; ilretched' 
the left arm towards the advcrfaty in ordctf 
to repel his blows i and kept the right armr 
fwinging at fome diftance fpm the other* 
They generally ftruck in a circular direftion- 
at the face and head,, never attacked the breafi 
or fides, and jfeemed to have no notion of aim- 
ing a blow dircdHy forwards. When ary 
combatant felled his antagonift to the ground, 
he was declared victor, and the conteft be- 
tween that pair immediately ceafed. During- 
our ftay we were witnefs to about twenty fijc- 
eefiive combats. Some of the men were of 
vaft ftrength ; but their mode of fighting pre- 
vented any mifchief from its exertion; nor 
did we perceive any of thofe fraftures and 
contufions in which boxing-matches in Eng-' 
land fo frequently terminate. Both parties 
were highly interefted in favour of their re- 
fpeSive champions ; and feemed at times in- 
clii^ to enter the lifts in their fupport -, but * 
Ae firft appearance of difpute, or growing 
heat, was humanely checked, by the count, 

E e 4 who 
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who adied as mediator : a kind word, or even 
a nod from bim> inilantly compoied all dif- 
ferences. When he appeared defirous to put 
4n end to the combats, they humbly requeu- 
ed his permiflion to honour them with his 
prefence a little longer* ; upon his aflent,^they 
howed their h^ads to the ground^ and feei^ed 
as pleafed as if they .had received the highefi 
favour. The count is greatly beloved by his 
peaiants^ and their fterj|> coun[tenances;^wduld 
melt into the moft aifedionate fc^tneiis at his 

approach^. » • . i^ 

We made an agreeable o^curfion to Mi- 

kaulka^ the villa of count Peter Panin^ a 
Ruffian nobleman of the firft^drftindt^n, who 
fignalized himfelf in the late war ggainft the 
Tjurks, by the taking of Bender ^ and more 
recently by the ^feat and capture of the rebel 
Pugatchef. This villa is fituated at the dif-^ 
tance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the midft 
of a large foreft. The count originally pur^-, 
pofed to have railed a grand edifice of brick, 
after a defign of his late wife j but upon her 
death he abandoned this projed:, and content- 
ed himfelf with a comfortable wooden, hoijdc 
at the extremity of his grounds, which he at; 
liril ereded only as a temporary h?ibitation. 

His 
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His offices, ftables, cbach-hdufes, dog-kea- 
nels, lodgings for his huntfmen and other 
menial fervants, form two long rows of de- 
tached wooden buildings^ all with unifonn 
fronts and neatly painted. . The grounder are 
prettily kid out in the ft5de of bur pafk^, with 
gentle flopes, fpacious kwns of the iineft ver- 
dure, fcattered jdantaiionsy and a large piece 
of water fringed with wood. We could, not 
avoid ffeding extreme fktisfadionrat oHferviftg, 
that the Englifh ftyle of gardtoiaig had 'pene- 
trated even into thefe diftant regiorss; The 
Englifh tafte, indeed> can ccrtaiftly dii(play 
itfelf in this country to great advantage,' where 
the parks are extenfive, and thb verdure, dur- 
ing tiieir fhort fummer> un^c»nmonly beauti- 
ful. Moft of the Ruffian nobles have gar- 
deners of* our natit>n, and reiSgn themfelves 
implicitly to their diredion. The count, wHo 
is fond of country divcrfions, had a pack of 
hounds chiefly of the Englifh breed, confifling 
of an < indiicriminate mijdture of harriers, ftag 
and fbXflJiounds, ieleAed without any regard to 
their fisocd or forts. Witla this fame pack he 
hunted wolves, deer, foxes, and hares. He 
pofTeflcd^ikewHe a fine breed of RufHan grey- 
hounds, in liigh eflimatioa 'for their fwiftnefs ; 

they 
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thegr are ihtggy aiid wire^hiired^ and fotnt 
of them are taller than the lafgeft Newfound-* 
had dog I ever £iw« 

The count entertained us with a moil 
fiimptiaous dinner: we were particularly ftruck 
with die quonti^ and quality of the frail 
which xmdc its appearance in the de&rts 
pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cher-) 
ries, none of which can in diis country be 
obtained without the affiftamre of hot-houies, 
were ierved in the greateft profufioh. There 
was a delicious fpecks of itnall melon, which 
had been ient by land Carriage from Aftracah 
to Mofcow^ though at the diflance of a thou^ 
iand miles ^. One inftance of dqgance which 
diitingtiiihed the defert, and had the prcttieft 
cffe& imaginable* muft not be omitted i at 
the upper and lower end of the table were 
piftced two china vafes containing chory-^ 
trees in full kaf^ and fruit hanging on the 
boughs, which was gathered by the compaily?.^ 
We obferved alio in ^e defert a curious (pc^ 
cks of apple» which is not imconunon in the 
neighbourhood of Mofcow : it is fixnewfaat 

* Thefe i^elons fomedmes coil: five pounds 'apiece, iukI 
at other times they may be purchafed in the marioets of 
Mofcow for lefs than hdf a crovm apiece« 

larger 



larger than a golden-pippin^ is of the t(Amt 
and tfanfparency of pale amber, and has aft 
cxquifite flavour 5 the Ruffians call it Navl- 
nich* The tree thrives here in the opeii 6tt 
without any particular attention to its cultute^ 
but degenerates in other countries; its flips 
and feed, M^hen planted in a foreign foil, havfe 
hitherto produced only a coninKm fort of ap* 
ple^ but never the tranfpareiit ^)ecies. 

In returning from Mikaiilka We pafled 
clofe to the villa ctf count RazomFOufki Het* 
itiah of the Ukraine, which had mdre the 
refemblance of a little town than a country 
houfe* It confifted of forty or fifty buildingfe 
of different jfizes ; fome of brick, others of 
wood J folme painted, and othtft-s plain. Th6 
count rhaintains his guard, a numerous train 
of i-e^iners, and a large band of muficians. 
The Ruffian nobles diiplay a great degree of 
grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, 
domeftics, and way of living. Thefir palaces 
at and near Mofcow are flfupendous piles of 
buildings ; and I am informed that their mah- 
fions, at a diftance from Mofcow and Peterf*- 
hurgh, arc upon a ftill grander fcale ; where 
they refide as independent princes, like thfc 
feudal barons in early tiiftes ; have , their ft^ 

I parate 
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parate cburts of juftice, and govetn their 
vaflal^ with an almoil unlimited fway. 

•I did not expeA to have found in this nor- 
thern climdte 4 kind of Vauxhall, v^^hich our 
.curiofity led us to vifit. It is fituated at the 
fuitheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequef- 
ter^ tpoU which has more the appearance of 
the country th»n of a town. We entered by 
a covered way, fimilar to that at our Vaux- 
hall, into the gardens, which were Splendidly 
illuminated. There was an elegant rotunda 
fqi: the company to walk in, either in cold 
or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for 
tea or fupper. The entrance mon^ was four 
Ihillings. The proprietor is an E«gli{hman, 
whofe name if Mattocks. The- encourage- 
ment he met with from the natives on this 
.occafipn had enabled him to engage in con-i- 
ftrufting, at avcry confiderablc cxpcnce, a 
fpacious theatre of brick ; and, as an indem- 
nification, he hfid obtained from the emprefs 
an exckifive patent for all plays, and public 
mafquerades, during ten years from the time 
of its completion. 

The fineft" view of Mofcow is from an 
eminence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruffian 

name. 
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name, but its fignification in Englifh is Spar- 
row-hill : upon this eminence were the. ruins 
of a large palace built by Alexey Michaele- 
vitch* Upon' our return we flopped at Vafi- 
lioffki, the villa of prince Dolgorucki, which 
(lands upon the brow of the fame hilL The 
Mofkva, which is here broader than in its 
iifual courfe, runs at its foot in a femi-circle ; 
and the vaft city of Mofcow lies open before 
it : the houfe is a large wooden building, to 
which we afcended by three terrafles. The 
* prefent poffeflbr of this villa is prince Dol- 
gorucki Crimfki, who diilinguifhed himfelf 
by his repeated victories over the Turks in the 
Crimea, and by the conqueft of that penin- 
fula. The models of feveral fortrefles, which 
he befieged. and took, are placed in the gar- 
dens 'y I particularly remarked thofe of Yeni-- 
kale, Kerfch, and Precop. 

In pafling through the apartmepts, the 
various reverfes of fortune which have befallen 
the family of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly 
to my recoUedlion ; efpecially wlibn I furveyed 
the portrait of the princefs Catharine Dolgo- 
rucki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically de- 
fcribed by Mrs. Vigor*, afford one of the 

♦ See Letters from Ruffia, by a Lady. 

moil 
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snoft afiefting ftories in the annals of hiftory. 
That unfortunate princefs^ after having been 
torn from the peribn fhe loved^ was be* 
trodied againft her inclination to the emperor 
J^eter IL On his deceafe ihe became a mo- 
mentary ibverdgn $ but was ahnoft as in- 
stantly iiurried from the palace to a dungeon^ 
where fhe languiihed during the whole reign 
of the emprefs Anne, Being at length re- 
Jeafed upon the acceflion of Elizabeth^ (he 
married coimt Bruce, and died without leaving 
any iflue. 
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